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Learn whether some things really do exist and why each one is important to your life 
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Discovering God’s Word Bible Study Series  

Study Number: DGW188 

Written by Eric Krieg  

 

About the author:  My name is Eric Krieg. I am a disciple of Jesus, a Bible student, a truth seeker, and 

an evangelist. My interest is in using the Bible as my only guide in my faith. My desire is to help others 

understand the message of the Bible and pursue true, New Testament Christianity. 
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His word. It is to that end that I write this material. Please observe all of the Scripture references and 

evaluate whether the conclusions I have drawn are in harmony with God’s word. If they are, I ask that 

you make honest application of those truths to your life and obey God’s instructions.  
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Is There Really A 

God? 

 Is there really a God who created and is over 

all this world? This is the most basic, yet essential 

question to understanding anything about life on this 

earth. If there is no God, then the meaning and 

purpose of life is significantly different than if there 

is a God who created and is over it all! But, is there 

even a way for us to arrive at a definitive answer to 

this question? 

 Certainly there are multiple ways that 

mankind looks at the origins of this universe, this 

earth, and life on this earth. For some, the answer is 

that there is an eternal God who is so powerful and 

wise that He was able to create everything that we 

can see – and everything that exists in this physical 

realm. Most people who believe in the reality of God 

will believe in the Bible’s account of creation that is 

recorded in the book of Genesis (see chapters 1 and 

2). In it, the Bible says that God created the heavens 

and the earth in six days – and then rested on the 

seventh day. On the first day of creation, God made 

light. On the second day of creation, God made the 

firmament (sky). On the third day of creation, God 

made the dry land, gathered the waters together into 

Seas, made the grass, herbs, and trees. On the fourth 

day of creation, God made the sun, moon, and stars. 

On the fifth day of creation, God made sea animals 

and birds. And, on the sixth day of creation, God 

made land animals and mankind. Then, God saw that 

all He had made was very good and rested on the 

seventh day. 

 But, others have not accepted the reality of 

God and look for a “scientific” explanation as to the 

creation of this universe, earth, and life on earth. The 

current, most widely accepted alternate explanation 

is commonly referred to as the “Big Bang Theory.” 

Although it admits to not being able to explain the 

origin, it does attempt to explain how the universe 

and world as we know it today has resulted from a 

tiny particle – much smaller than a pinhead or the 

period at the end of a sentence. A typical explanation 

of this will say that around 14 billion years ago, there 

was a big bang or explosion of this particle. From 

that explosion, the universe began rapidly 

expanding. Eventually, galaxies and planets are said 

to have formed through the right combinations of 

particles and gases. Then, once this earth had formed, 

it is said to not have resembled the earth today. 

Instead, as the “Theory of Evolution” explains, 

millions of years ago, an accident occurred in which 

the chemicals that were collected in the oceans or 

lakes formed an “organic soup” and the right 

molecules combined to bring about life. Then, once 

the first living thing had formed, it continued to 

evolve (change) into various life forms over millions 

of years. Once life had formed in the sea, it crawled 

onto the land and continued to evolve, adapting to its 

surroundings. Gradually, one thing changed into 

another thing, until apes finally evolved into human 

beings. 

 Certainly, these are two very different ideas 

about the origins of this earth and life on it. And, 

there are many people who are left questioning the 

reality of God – after they are presented with 

“evidence” for the “Big Bang Theory” and the 

“Theory of Evolution” by very intelligent people 

who have studied science in great depth. Then, they 

are left looking for the evidence of an intelligent 

Designer/Creator. 

 First, it is important to demonstrate that faith 

is required to accept any explanation of the origins of 

life and the universe. You were not there – and 

neither was anybody else who is living today. There 

are no video recordings of what happened. So, you 

must simply examine the evidence that exists in order 

to form a conclusion that agrees with sound 

reasoning.  

 Hebrews 11:3 says, “By faith we understand 

that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 

that the things which are seen were not made of 

things which are visible.” Yes, it does require faith to 

believe in God. But, I contend that it takes a greater 
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and less reasonable faith to trust in the “scientific” 

theories of origins many have used to explain the 

universe and life today. For, God says that all the 

evidence you need to know that He exists can be 

found in the world and universe that is around you! 

 Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the 

glory of God; And the firmament shows His 

handiwork.” Romans 1:19-20 says that “what may be 

known of God is manifest in them, for God has 

shown it to them. For since the creation of the world 

His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His 

eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 

excuse.” 

 There is so much evidence for God in this 

world that the only reasonable conclusion is that He 

really does exist. Throughout this lesson, we want to 

briefly examine this evidence so that we can believe 

that God really exists and understand what we should 

do with this knowledge. We will examine the 

evidence for God in science, in nature, and in the 

Bible. 

Evidence For God In Science 

 “Science” refers to knowing about the natural 

world around us. There are two major types of 

science. The first is observational science. This kind 

of science seeks to observe, test, and examine things 

with our senses. The second type is historical 

science. This kind of science often makes “educated 

guesses” (or assumptions, hypotheses, theories) 

about how something came to be – whenever it 

cannot be directly observed. But, when seeking an 

explanation about origins, the common explanations 

(i.e. the “Big Bang Theory”) offered by those 

engaged in historical science contradicts what we can 

currently observe to be true. Instead, there is actually 

evidence for God in the science that we can observe. 

Consider a few examples of this. 

The first law of thermodynamics 

 It is widely accepted (by atheists and those 

who believe in God) that this universe is not eternal. 

It must have begun at some point in the past. Given 

this fact, the first law of thermodynamics states that 

within an isolated system (one that does not interact 

with its surroundings), matter and energy cannot be 

created or destroyed. The only thing that it can do is 

change forms. So, the total amount of matter and 

energy in this system (i.e. the universe) stays the 

same.  

 Now, before I illustrate and apply this to our 

subject, I ask that you please recognize the difference 

between a scientific law and a scientific theory. A 

scientific law refers to something that is provable and 

absolutely true. For instance the “Law of Gravity” is 

something that can be proven by scientific testing 

and observation. However, a scientific theory is an 

attempt to explain something that is known. But, it 

remains a theory until it can be proven absolutely 

true. Therefore, as we go through this section of our 

study, please observe the distinction between the 

theories to explain the origins of the universe, the 

world, and life and the laws that are provably true 

through observation (i.e. the first law of 

thermodynamics). 

 The first law of thermodynamics is illustrated 

through a gasoline engine. There is only a certain 

amount of energy that is contained in that system. 

This energy is put through a combustion process in 

order to accomplish work (resulting in the movement 

of an automobile). But, there is only a certain amount 

of energy in the system. There is no more energy that 

can be spontaneously created. It can only change 

forms. 

 So, as an application of this observable law 

of science, it is reasonable to ask:  Where did all of 

the energy in this universe come from – since matter 

and energy cannot be created or destroyed? Scientists 

cannot explain the answer. It is a great mystery to 

them. Even if they begin their theory with a small 

particle of matter and energy that is smaller than a 

pinhead and the period at the end of a sentence, this 

does not explain the origin! At some point, scientists 

and atheists must explain how something has resulted 

from nothing – let alone how something so grand as 

this universe began from nothing! Then, even 

according to the “Big Bang Theory,” how could all 

of the matter and energy in this universe have 

possibly been contained within such a small particle? 

It simply could not be. Thus, the only possible and 
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reasonable explanation for the creation of all the 

matter and energy in this world is for there to be an 

eternal and all-powerful God who was behind it all! 

The second law of thermodynamics 

 Building on the first law, the second law of 

thermodynamics states that there is a natural 

tendency for an isolated system to move toward 

increasing disorder rather than order. This is 

something that is testable, observable, and 

repeatable. And, this law of science contradicts the 

ideas that are promoted by the “Big Bang Theory.” 

 For instance, the second law of 

thermodynamics can be observed whenever people 

burn wood for heat. According to the first law of 

thermodynamics, there is only a certain amount of 

energy in that wood. Whenever it is burnt, most of 

the energy is transformed into heat. However, there 

is a part of the energy that remains and becomes 

unusable (i.e. the part that turns into ash). So, the ash 

is an illustration of a system moving toward disorder 

rather than order. This is why so many people are 

focused on conservation. For, if things naturally 

moved to order rather than disorder, there would be 

no need to conserve our natural resources. They 

would always be abundant. 

 The application of this law to our study is that 

chaos does not result in order. I want you to observe 

the order in the world that is around you. Now, it is 

commonly said that this order traces back to an 

explosion of a single particle. So, according to this 

theory, for billions of years, there would have been a 

progression toward order rather than disorder. Yet, 

we can observe a natural tendency for things to move 

toward disorder. Why did this change? And, just 

from our own understanding, consider what happens 

whenever there is an explosion. Is the result order or 

disorder? How could we possibly conclude that order 

resulted from chaos? The answer is that we cannot 

reasonably conclude this to be true. Instead, we must 

conclude that an intelligent and all-powerful God 

purposefully created all the order that you can 

observe around you today! 

The law of cause and effect 

 As you study everything in the universe 

around you, everything that happens (every effect) 

must have a cause. But, not just any cause is 

sufficient. Instead, the law of cause and effect states 

that every material effect must have a cause that 

came before it (or simultaneous to it) and is greater 

than it.  

 For instance, one effect that can be observed 

is that an American flag has been raised on the 

surface of the moon. Surely, no one believes that flag 

was eternal or evolved gradually over time on the 

surface of the moon from the various components 

that make up the flag. We understand that this effect 

must have had a cause. It could not have just 

happened. But, surely no one thinks that just one man 

decided to plant a flag on the moon by himself and 

without the aid of any mechanical equipment. Why? 

Because no man is capable of causing such an effect 

by himself. So, there must have been a cause greater 

than the effect. In this illustration, the cause was a 

manned spacecraft called Apollo 11 on July 16, 

1969. So, the greater cause of three astronauts (Neil 

Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins), 

utilizing great technology and a space shuttle, placed 

the American flag on the surface of the moon. 

 The application of this law to our study is that 

the effect of this magnificent universe and world 

around us must have had a cause that was greater 

than it. So, what is the cause that is greater than the 

effect that you can observe today? As we have 

already seen, it is impossible for something to come 

from nothing. So, nothing cannot be the material 

cause that is greater than everything around you in 

this universe! Yet, scientists who adopt the “Big 

Bang Theory” must eventually conclude that 

something has come from nothing. Instead of 

reaching such a preposterous conclusion, it is much 

more reasonable to conclude that God (who is not 

material in nature, but Spirit, John 4:24) is the Cause 

behind the effect that can be observed today! 

The law of biogenesis 

 Another example of a scientific law that is 

observable and disproves the theories many have 

offered for the origin of life is known as the law of 
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biogenesis. This law states that life can only come 

from other life. That is, every living thing has 

parents.  

 At one point, it was commonly thought that 

life came from something that was not living. For 

instance, people observed that whenever a piece of 

meat rotted, maggots would surround it. Then, those 

maggots turned in to flies. In 1688, a man by the 

name of Francesco Redi disproved this thinking 

whenever he demonstrated that only meat that was 

left exposed so that flies could get to and lay eggs on 

it would produce maggots. Then, in 1864, a man 

named Louis Pasteur further disproved the idea of 

“spontaneous generation” (the idea of life coming 

from non-life) in his experiment. In it, he proved that 

nothing living would ever spontaneously generate 

from something that was non-living. 

 The application of this law is significant. 

Outside of miraculous events that are attributed to 

God in the Bible (i.e. resurrecting the dead), there has 

never been an observance of life springing into 

existence from things that are not living. Yet, this 

must have happened – in order for the Theory of 

Evolution to be correct. Scientists who hold to such 

an explanation of life are absolutely dependent for 

life to have sprung into existence from things that 

were not alive! Yet, instead of believing that it is 

possible for life to come from something that is not 

alive, it is much more reasonable to conclude that life 

began by the actions of the living God who decided 

to create it! 

Evidence For God In Nature 

 As you observe the universe around you, not 

only should you see evidence for God in the things 

we know to be true from science, but you should also 

see evidence for God in every place you look. Every 

element of this world demands that there is an 

intelligent Creator who is behind it all – rather than 

being a product of chance and, ultimately, coming 

from nothing! Consider a couple of points from 

nature, noting that you do not have to know much 

about science in order to observe these points. 

Design demands a Designer 

 Take some time to look around you and see 

the marvelous and complex design of the universe 

that is all around you. For instance, it is impossible 

for mankind to even be able to know how big the 

universe is. Just our single galaxy (the Milky Way) 

is estimated to be 100,000 light years in diameter – 

and there are an estimated 100 billion galaxies in the 

universe (and this likely just scratches the surface). 

In this unfathomably large universe, our own earth is 

perfectly designed to support life (whereas no other 

place is known to contain everything necessary to 

support life). And, the design of this earth is perfect 

in order to accomplish that goal. Even small 

alterations to this earth (i.e. the gravitational pull, the 

atmosphere, the distance to the sun, the tilt on its 

axis, etc.) would make life on this earth impossible. 

Of all the life that can be observed on this earth, there 

is nothing greater than the human body. Every part 

functions marvelously to contribute to the design and 

allows humans to be superior to any other form of 

earthly life. From the skeleton, to the organs, to the 

muscles, to the cartilage, to the vessels and arteries, 

everything is perfectly designed. Then, there are an 

estimated 30 trillion cells in the human body – each 

designed to perform a specific function. And, each 

individual cell is incredibly complex and perfectly 

designed. 

 All around us, there is tremendous design. 

There is design in the universe, in the earth, in the 

sea, in the plants, in the animals, and in mankind. 

Then, there is a question that each person must 

answer in order to come to a conclusion about life 

and this universe. That question is:  Could all of this 

design just happen? Could it spontaneously come 

into being? Could it evolve over millions and billions 

of years? Ultimately, could it have come from 

nothing? 

 We have already considered how scientific 

laws disprove the idea that this design could come 

from nothing and spontaneously happen. But, what 

does your own reasoning conclude? For instance, 

suppose that you were walking along the beach and 

you found a computer buried in the sand. How would 

you suppose it got there? Would you believe that 

something so marvelous and complex as a computer 
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was the product of millions or billions of years of 

evolutionary processes? Would you believe that over 

this long period of time, all of the right materials just 

happened to come together in that perfect spot to 

form a computer that is able to work perfectly, 

process information at rapid speeds, and execute 

complex tasks with ease? 

 Or, would you suppose that there must be 

someone who designed that computer? Would you 

conclude that a computer is too well-designed just to 

have come about by chance? Now, if it is 

unreasonable to conclude that a computer could ever 

spontaneously come into existence and function 

perfectly, why is it reasonable (according to so many 

people) to conclude that something as marvelous as 

the universe, the earth, and life on it could be the 

product of chance over a long period of time – 

ultimately originating from nothing?  

 Surely such scientific theories are also 

unreasonable! Every design manifests that there was 

a designer. Every painting reveals that there was a 

painter. Every poem reveals that there was a poet. 

Every building reveals that there was an architect. 

Every automobile reveals that there was an engineer. 

Every baby reveals that there were parents. Surely, 

everything in this universe reveals that there is a 

Designer who is behind it all (go back and read Psalm 

19:1 and Romans 1:19-20)! 

Intelligence demands an intelligent Creator 

 Then, as you focus on all the design that 

exists in this universe, consider how intelligence 

came into being. Just think about all of the 

intelligence of the life forms on this earth. How did 

they come into being? Do you suppose that 

something that is intelligent can come from 

something that possesses no intelligence? 

 For instance, animals have enough 

intelligence that they can know how to find food, find 

shelter, etc. Some of them have enough intelligence 

to be able to obey commands like “sit,” “stay,” and 

“roll over.” They are able to make decisions for 

themselves. They are able to recognize their 

offspring. For instance, an emperor penguin can 

leave its young to get food, return to find its colony 

of penguins, and distinguish its own baby from 

thousands of others. Yet, non-living things do not 

have intelligence. Water does not possess intellect. 

Air does not possess intellect. How, then, can such 

intelligent, living beings possibly be traced back to 

something that is not living and possesses zero 

intelligence? 

 Surely, if we recognize such a principle, it 

ought to become even more apparent whenever you 

think about the marvelous design of the human brain. 

The human brain is considered to be the most 

complex thing in all of this universe. With it, people 

are able to make plans, to perform functions that are 

necessary for life, to build magnificent structures, 

write poetry, research the complexities of other areas 

of life, learn new things, communicate with other 

people, etc. To accomplish these things, we each 

have approximately 100 billion neurons (nerve cells) 

in our brains. Interestingly, each one of these neurons 

connect with other neurons. In fact, one neuron can 

have tens of thousands of connections with other 

neurons. This makes it possible for bits of 

information to be sent all throughout your brain – 

functioning far better and more rapidly than the best 

computer! Now, again, do you suppose that all of this 

capacity for intelligence just happened? Do you 

suppose that all of this intelligence can be traced to a 

point at which there was no intelligence? 

 Suppose you wanted to gain intelligence on 

the subject of physics. How would you go about 

gaining that kind of knowledge? You might:  Go to a 

school that offers classes in physics so that you can 

learn from a professor who has gained knowledge on 

that subject himself. Or, perhaps, you would find a 

book that has been written on the subject by someone 

who is knowledgeable and study what that individual 

has written to help you learn. Or, perhaps you have 

someone in your family who has knowledge of 

physics to learn from him/her. Or, you might go 

about your own experimentation with things that you 

can observe and grow in your intelligence on the 

subject. Of course, there might be many ways that 

you could learn and gain intelligence on the subject 

of physics. But, there is one thing that you certainly 

would not do in order to gain intelligence in this area.  

You would not go to someone who does not have 

intelligence on the subject or to an area that would 

offer you no intelligence about the matter! You 
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would only pursue areas in which you could gain 

intellect – because intellect does not come from 

nothing! You would never expect just to wake up one 

morning and have intellect about physics – even if 

you lived millions and millions of years! 

 There is not one area of our lives in which we 

expect for intelligence to result from nothing. We 

would never stand over a gallon of water and watch 

for the one gallon of water to evolve into something 

else or spontaneously gain intelligence – even if we 

had millions or billions of years to watch it. We 

would, surely, recognize that no matter what we 

added to that water, it would never come to life or 

become intelligent. The only reasonable conclusion 

is that there is an intelligent Creator who is behind 

everything that possesses intellect. And, His 

intelligence must be greater than the greatest 

intelligence in this world (remember, the cause must 

be greater than the effect). In fact, the Bible teaches 

this to be true about God – that His wisdom and 

knowledge far surpasses man’s (see 1 Corinthians 

1:25 and Romans 11:33-36). He is the only one who 

could have been responsible for such great 

intelligence! 

Evidence For God In The Bible 

 Evidence for the reality of God is certainly all 

around us. Now, I want us to consider the evidence 

for the existence of God that exists in the book that 

claims to be from God (the Bible). As I prepare to 

share these thoughts with you, I recognize that we 

cannot prove God to be absolutely true just because 

there is a book that claims God to be true. There have 

been many books written throughout man’s history 

that have claimed many things that are not true. But, 

I want you to examine the evidence and see that the 

Bible proves itself to be from the true and living God. 

Consider a few pieces of evidence with me.  

The Bible is no ordinary book 

 Everything that we know about the Bible 

demonstrates that it is no ordinary book. It truly has 

stood the test of time and stands out far above the 

rest. For instance, it took about 40 men to write the 

words that are contained within the pages of the 

Bible. These words were written over a period of 

approximately 1,600 years on multiple continents 

and in three different languages.  

 Yet, there is a perfect degree of truth that is 

contained within its pages. If the Bible had been a 

product of only men (without any kind of Divine 

inspiration), there would be numerous contradictions 

and flaws in the Bible. However, the Bible tells a 

single unified story of salvation from beginning to 

end, it contains no contradictions (though there are 

contradictions that are often alleged), and everything 

it talks about contains perfect truth. 

 Then, consider how this book has been 

greatly preserved. Although there have been more 

attempts to silence this one book than there have 

been to silence any other, it has survived – and even 

thrived. Today, most people you know probably own 

more than one Bible. The harmony in all of the 

manuscripts that contains the original texts of the 

Bible is incredible and they have been incredibly 

preserved over thousands of years. In fact, no other 

book can even begin to compare with the 

extraordinary background of the Bible. Everything 

we can know about it demonstrates that it is no 

ordinary book – even its own history. 

The Bible makes extraordinary claims 

 The Bible is not a book about science, 

medicine, geography, or any such thing. But, every 

time it touches upon one of those subjects, it does so 

with perfect accuracy. In fact, the Bible makes claims 

that mankind did not “discover” until much later. 

How, then, can you possibly explain the claims of the 

Bible – except that God was behind the words that 

were written in it? Consider just a couple examples. 

 First, in Job 26:7, Job declares that God 

“stretches out the north over empty space; He hangs 

the earth on nothing.” But, how could Job possibly 

know this to be true? In fact, mankind has only 

discovered this to be absolutely true in 1475 A.D. 

Others had speculated that the earth could be held up 

on the backs of elephants, by a god named Atlas, by 

a giant tree, etc. Now, we know that the statement 

made by Job is absolutely true. But, how could he 

(writing thousands of years ago) have stated this as 
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absolute truth if mankind did not know it to be true – 

unless God had revealed it to him? 

 Second, in Leviticus 17:11, God declared, 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood.” Yet, as 

recently as the 1700’s, man believed that it was a 

good idea and it was common medical practice to 

bleed people who were sick. They believed that the 

toxins were in the blood and blood-letting (bleeding 

people) would make them well. In fact, it is 

commonly believed that George Washington was 

bled to death by those who were trying to make him 

well. Yet, the Bible taught the now recognizable truth 

that the life is in the blood – many years earlier! 

 This is just a small sample of facts that are 

stated by the Bible that were not discovered by man 

until much later. Surely, there was Someone much 

greater who was behind their revelation. Perhaps, 

though, you think that these are just coincidences or 

educated guesses. Yet, there are many of these kinds 

of examples that could be given from the Bible. And, 

the Bible is 100% accurate on every point! 

The Bible contains perfect prophecy 

 One thing that mankind cannot do is predict 

the future with complete certainty. Although it is not 

uncommon for individuals to make predictions that 

do ultimately come true, it is impossible for mankind 

alone to make such predictive statements that always 

come true hundreds – if not thousands – of times with 

100% accuracy! Yet, the Bible does exactly that. 

 Although there are many examples of 

prophecy in the Bible, we will just consider the 

prophecies about Jesus here. Bible scholars have 

estimated that there are over 300 prophecies that 

were made and fulfilled about Jesus. Then, consider 

that these prophecies were made hundreds of years 

before they were fulfilled. These prophecies include 

that Jesus was to be born of a virgin (see Isaiah 7:14 

and Matthew 1:18, 22), that Jesus was to be born in 

the city of Bethlehem (see Micah 5:2 and Matthew 

2:1), that Jesus would be crucified (see Isaiah 53:12 

and Matthew 27:38), that Jesus’ side would be 

pierced (see Zechariah 12:10 and John 19:34), and 

even that Jesus would descend from Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, Judah, and David (see Matthew 1). 

 Again, we could consider hundreds of 

prophecies (about many different subjects) that are 

contained in the Bible. And, they all have been 100% 

accurate. How, then, could man perfectly predict all 

of these events – without ever being wrong? The 

simple answer is that he cannot and that he did not! 

Instead, God is the only one who could possibly 

accomplish this. For instance, Isaiah 46:9-10 says, 

“Remember the former things of old, For I am God, 

and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 

Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from 

ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 

‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My 

pleasure.’” 

Living With The Reality Of 

God 

 The evidence is overwhelming! There really 

is a God! This lesson has only been able to cover 

some of the basics with regard to the evidence. 

Actually, everything around us serves as evidence for 

the existence of God (Psalm 19:1). Although God 

gives you the ability to reject all of this evidence and 

choose not to believe in Him (see Romans 1:19-25), 

the truth of God’s reality will never change. So, 

please consider how you should respond to the reality 

of God. 

Believe in Him 

 I mentioned at the beginning of this lesson 

that being able to answer the question about whether 

there really is a God is the most essential of all 

questions. The answer to this question will change 

your entire worldview. For, those who do not choose 

to accept all the evidence He has given for Himself 

will not believe what He says in His book (the Bible). 

And, if you do not accept what God has said in His 

book, your soul is in great danger! For, God has said 

that “without faith it is impossible to please Him” 

(Hebrews 11:6). God reveals that such a person will 

die in his/her sins and be eternally punished with 

everlasting punishment in Hell fire (see 2 

Thessalonians 1:8-9 and Revelation 21:8). Today, 

rather than rejecting all the evidence that exists for 
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God, you should choose to put your full faith in Him 

– recognizing that He really does exist. 

Learn about Him 

 When you recognize that God really does 

exist, you will then want to learn about who this God 

really is. Learning about His nature and His 

characteristics will only help you to honor Him in 

your life and listen to what He has said. For instance, 

there are many people who believe in an intelligent 

Creator, but they do not really believe in the God of 

the Bible. Perhaps they have rejected what God has 

revealed about Himself. Therefore, they worship and 

serve a false god who they call “God.” Instead, you 

should choose to learn everything that you can know 

about God. In your search for this knowledge, there 

are only two ways God has revealed Himself to you. 

First, you can learn about God through His creation. 

Romans 1:19-20 made it clear that we can know that 

He is God and that He possess limitless power by 

observing what He has created. Second, you can 

learn about God through His word (the Bible). The 

Bible is full of information to teach us about God. 

For instance, the one true and living God is 

manifested in the three Persons of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-20). This 

God is eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-

present, perfectly separated from everything that is 

evil, loving, gracious, merciful, patient, unchanging, 

and severe. All of these attributes of God are 

identified in the pages of the Bible. 

Seek Him 

 Then, as you are convinced of God’s reality 

and His true nature, you should have the desire to 

seek Him diligently with your life. Hebrews 11:6 

says, “But without faith it is impossible to please 

Him [God], for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him.” Fortunately, God has promised 

us that we can find Him if we will seek Him with this 

kind of diligence (see Acts 17:27). To truly seek after 

God, you must dedicate yourself to worshiping Him 

according to how He desires to be worshiped, put 

your whole trust in Him, fear Him, and obey Him. 

For instance, Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 says that this is 

your entire duty while you live on this earth. “Let us 

hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God 

and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 

For God will bring every work into judgment, 

Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.” 

If you fail to seek God in your life, you will waste 

your life! 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a God! He is the only 

reasonable answer to the origins of the universe, the 

earth, life, intelligence, and every other thing! Yet, 

will you choose to believe in Him completely? And, 

will you choose to seek Him with your whole life?  

Study Questions 

What are some common explanations about the 

origins of this universe, this earth, and life on this 

earth? How is faith required to accept any 

explanation? 

 

 

1. Evidence For God In Science 

How does the first law of thermodynamics provide 

evidence for God? 

 

 

How does the second law of thermodynamics 

provide evidence for God? 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the law of cause and effect provide 

evidence for God? 
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How does the law of biogenesis provide evidence for 

God? 

 

 

2. Evidence For God In Nature 

How does design demand a Designer? 

 

 

How does intelligence demand an intelligent 

Creator? 

 

 

3. Evidence For God In The Bible 

What are some facts about the Bible that demonstrate 

it is no ordinary book? 

 

 

What are some extraordinary claims made by the 

Bible that could only have come from God? 

 

 

What are some prophecies made by the Bible that 

demonstrate God is responsible for the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of God 

Why should you believe in God? 

 

 

Why should you learn about God? 

 

 

Why should you seek God? 
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Is There Really A 

Single Standard 

Of Truth? 

 Is there really a single standard of truth which 

all people are expected to accept and apply to their 

lives? This is a significant question in light of the fact 

that you will look to something in your life as being 

a standard for determining what is right and what is 

wrong. If there is more than one standard of truth for 

you to live by, then you should just find whatever 

standard of truth is most appealing to you. But, if 

there is only one single standard of truth, then you 

will need to conform your thinking and your actions 

to that standard.  

 There is a lot of confusion and conflict 

throughout this world about what is right and what is 

wrong. Nations are brought to the point of war 

because of disagreements about what is right and 

wrong. Political battles are waged over what the 

citizens of a country believe to be right and wrong. 

Family members often dispute over what is right and 

wrong. Individuals are often torn within themselves 

as to what is right or wrong in given situations. 

 Then, there are even disputes about what is 

right and wrong within religious communities. 

People of differing faiths and religious backgrounds 

often disagree about which religion is the right one. 

Even within “Christianity,” there are tens of 

thousands of different religious organizations that all 

claim to be right – even though they all believe, 

teach, and practice different things.  

 All of this confusion and conflict can be 

traced back to a single problem. This is the question 

of how it is that we establish anything to be right or 

wrong. You see, as long as people are looking to 

different standards to establish truth, there will never 

be agreement on what is right and wrong. Some 

people look to their own customs and traditions to 

determine what is right. Some people look to their 

own ideas or feelings. Some people rely on what they 

have been taught by their parents or educators. There 

are many different ways people gain ideas about 

what is right and wrong. 

 As you live your life on this earth and 

recognize that there are a vast number of standards 

being used to determine what is right and what is 

wrong, you will have to make some choices in your 

own life. You will have to decide for yourself which 

is the right standard for you to live your life by. You 

will want to know which is the right standard to use 

as you make all of your decisions in life.  

 But, some may question, “Does it even 

matter?” “Is there even a single standard that is 

worthy of determining what is right and wrong in 

every area of life?” “Why can’t we all just live 

however each one feels is right or wrong within 

himself/herself?” 

 In this lesson, we want to investigate these 

questions. Not only is recognizing a single standard 

of truth important to achieving unity and peace with 

other people on this earth, but it is vitally important 

to your soul. In this lesson, we want to examine if 

there is a standard of truth that can be known by all 

– and if that standard is the only one that is 

appropriate to use in determining what is right and 

wrong. Then, we want to apply our conclusions. 

God Is Truth 

 In order to begin answering the questions that 

have been posed, we must begin with a search for 

truth. With so many different and conflicting things 

that are all claimed to be true, some people question 

whether absolute truth even exists. Or, is “truth” 

dependent on multiple factors that differ from person 

to person? As we investigate these matters, we 

should recognize that there really is a God who exists 
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who has given us His words in the pages of the Bible. 

For, we will soon discover that God is truth! 

The need for absolute truth 

 As I have already indicated, there is a need 

for absolute truth everywhere around you. Without 

it, there are wars, fights, disagreements, problems, 

and confusion everywhere. Without it, people are 

always doing whatever they believe is right. Without 

it, you can never really know for certain whether the 

things you are doing are right or wrong. 

 Think about the need for absolute truth in this 

way. The reality is that there are millions of people 

who operate vehicles on the roads every day, 

sometimes traveling in excess of 70 miles per hour. 

Now, most people recognize that a collision between 

these vehicles can be extremely dangerous – and 

even deadly. But, just imagine if there was no single 

standard of right and wrong for the roads that you 

drive on. What if every person could choose what 

he/she thought was the “right” speed to travel? What 

if every person could choose what he/she thought 

was the “right” thing to do whenever approaching an 

intersection? What if there were absolutely no traffic 

laws that would determine what was “right” or 

“wrong” when operating a motor vehicle?  

 Most would conclude that this would be a 

dangerous environment to operate a motor vehicle in. 

Now, if something so basic as operating a vehicle 

needs to have a single standard of “right” and 

“wrong,” certainly we should recognize the need for 

there to be some authority greater than our lives that 

should tell us what is right and wrong in the decisions 

that we have to make! In fact, there is one who does 

have authority over every area of life. 

 This one is God. Now, please recognize that 

there are two things that are necessary in order for 

someone to have authority in any area. These are 

power to control and right to control. For instance, I 

could claim to be the king over the entire world, but 

no one would listen to me – because I do not have the 

power to control the world or the right to control the 

world. But, God does have both power and right over 

every area of life on this earth! After all, He is the 

one who created it all by His great power and 

wisdom. Therefore, because He has authority over 

everything (and He is the only one who has authority 

over everything), He is the only one who is qualified 

to determine what is truth and what is not! For 

instance, Jesus Christ (who is God, the Son) said, “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 

God knows everything 

 There is nothing that God cannot know. For 

instance, Romans 11:33-36 tells us the truth about 

God when it says, “Oh, the depth of the riches both 

of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past 

finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the 

Lord? Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or who 

has first given to Him 

And it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him and 

through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be 

glory forever. Amen.” 

 As man, there are many things that we do not 

know. We are often misled by people who claim to 

tell us something that is “true” (when it is actually 

false). We are often unsure about what is right and 

what is wrong. But, this is not so with God! Being 

limitless in His knowledge, God knows everything 

that is true and everything that is not true. 

There is no evil in God 

 As you consider why you should listen to 

God and how that you can trust Him to always be 

“right,” you should also recognize that there is 

nothing that is evil in God. 1 John 1:5 says, “This is 

the message which we have heard from Him and 

declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no 

darkness at all.” Habakkuk 1:13 says (concerning 

God), “You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And 

cannot look on wickedness….” The idea appears to 

be that God is so pure that He cannot look on evil or 

wickedness favorably. 

 The reason is because holiness is a main 

characteristic of God. In Revelation 4:8, God is 

declared to be “Holy, holy, holy.” Thus, He 

possesses a perfect degree of holiness. To be “holy” 

is to be separated from everything that is wicked and 

entirely dedicated to right ways. Then, this is not just 
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an interesting fact to consider. Instead, this is vitally 

important for how you must live your life.  

 As you consider what is right and what is 

wrong, God says that His holiness is your standard 

for being “holy.” 1 Peter 1:15-16 says, “but as He 

who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am 

holy.’” So, you are not holy (completely separated 

from evil) just because you think that what you are 

doing in your life is “right.” Instead, you are only 

“right” if you are living according to the holy ways 

of God – who is perfectly holy! 

God cannot lie 

 Everything that God does or says is according 

to the way of absolute truth. Because God is 

separated from all of the ways of evil, every element 

of His Being is truth. The Bible also makes this 

apparent. Titus 1:2 says that God “cannot lie.” And, 

Hebrews 6:18 says that it is “impossible for God to 

lie.” 

 Not only does this contribute to the holiness 

of God, but it also contributes to His faithfulness. For 

instance, both 1 Corinthians 1:9 and 1 Corinthians 

10:13 make the claim that “God is faithful.” That is, 

because God is completely good and cannot lie, you 

can trust that whatever He says and does is always 

according to the way of truth and right. You never 

have to question whether God is going to lead you 

into a way that is wrong. For, the Bible teaches us 

that God can neither be tempted with evil or use evil 

to tempt others (see James 1:13). 

 So, everything that is wrong comes from 

some other source. Namely, there is one who is 

commonly called “the devil” and “Satan” who “does 

not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

resources, for he is a liar and the father of it” (John 

8:44). Thus, the Bible sets up a clear contrast. 

Everything that is right is of God and everything that 

is evil is of Satan. 

God Has Revealed Truth 

 As I have attempted to demonstrate that God 

is truth and the perfect standard of right and wrong, 

now we need to consider how it is that God has told 

us anything about what is right and wrong. 

Remember that one of the questions asked in Romans 

11 was, “For who has known the mind of the Lord?” 

(verse 34). There is simply no person who could 

possibly know anything about what is in the mind of 

God without Him revealing it to us. Fortunately, God 

has revealed truth to mankind so that everyone can 

know it! 

God’s word is perfect 

 In order to convey truth and the perfect 

standard of right and wrong, God has spoken! He has 

used words (as we will observe). Now, please 

recognize that the words of God are perfect. Since it 

is impossible for God to lie, it only stands to reason 

that anything He says must also be perfectly true. 

 Psalm 19:7-9 says, “The Law of the Lord is 

perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the 

Lord is sure, making wise the simple; The statutes of 

the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The 

commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 

eyes; The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; 

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 

altogether.” 

 Similarly, James 1:25 says, “But he who 

looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in 

it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, 

this one will be blessed in what he does.” So, the 

words “perfect,” “right,” “true,” and “pure” are all 

applicable to the words spoken by our God. His 

words never accomplish anything that is imperfect, 

wrong, false, or wicked! 

 In being perfect, God’s word is also 

complete. There is no truth that is lacking from what 

has been revealed that we need to know in order to 

please Him. For instance, Jude 1:3 says, “Beloved, 

while I was very diligent to write to you concerning 

our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 

to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the 

faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” 
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Being “once for all delivered,” there is no new 

revelation that will be given beyond what has already 

been revealed.  

 Now, please consider that whenever Jesus 

Christ was on earth and prayed to God (the Father), 

He said, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is 

truth” (John 17:17). Please consider two points from 

this verse. First, Jesus Christ recognized that God’s 

word is absolute truth. Second, people can be 

sanctified by God’s truth. Interestingly, “sanctify” 

means to make someone holy or set him/her apart 

from evil. Only God’s word that contains complete 

truth is capable of making an individual holy as God 

is holy. Therefore, whenever an individual listens to 

what God has spoken, that individual is right (as God 

cannot be wrong). 

How God has communicated to mankind 

 But, how has God communicated to mankind 

so that he can learn what is in the mind of God? God 

has communicated with man in various ways 

throughout history. (1) Directly speaking to 

individuals – as He did with Adam, Noah, and the 

Patriarchs. (2) Through visions and dreams – as He 

did with Joseph, Peter, and others. (3) Jesus taught 

individuals directly when He lived on earth. (4) The 

apostles and prophets were directly inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, who revealed God’s message to them 

(Ephesians 3:3-5). However, God does not 

communicate with us in these sorts of direct ways 

today. He has indicated that He would no longer use 

these direct methods to reveal His word of truth to 

mankind. Yet, He does communicate with us today. 

 Today, God communicates with mankind 

through His written word (contained within the pages 

of the Bible). Hebrews 1:1-3 says, “God, who at 

various times and in various ways spoke in time past 

to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days 

spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed 

heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the 

express image of His person, and upholding all 

things by the word of His power, when He had by 

Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high.”  

 The words that are written in the pages of the 

Bible are these words from God. Specifically, the 

words that are written in the pages of the New 

Testament represent the new law of Jesus Christ that 

every person on this earth lives under today. 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 But, how did the words of God get into 

written form? Listen to what Jesus told His apostles 

about the Holy Spirit prior to ascending into Heaven. 

In John 14:25-26, Jesus said, “These things I have 

spoken to you while being present with you. But the 

Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 

your remembrance all things that I said to you.” In 

John 15:26, Jesus said, “But when the Helper comes, 

whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify 

of Me.”  

 And, in John 16:12-15, Jesus said, “I still 

have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 

come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 

speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 

He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine 

and declare it to you. All things that the Father has 

are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine 

and declare it to you.” 

 The Holy Spirit, therefore, would come after 

Jesus ascended into Heaven and lead the apostles 

(and prophets) into all truth. He would both put them 

in remembrance of the things Jesus taught while He 

was on this earth and He would teach things they 

were not ready to receive whenever Jesus Christ was 

on this earth. But, please notice the authority that 

would be involved in this. Notice that the Father 

would send the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name, He comes 

from the Father, and would speak by the authority of 

Christ (not His own).  

 Now, the Holy Spirit was uniquely qualified 

to accomplish this work. 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 says 

that “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have 
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entered into the heart of man The things which God 

has prepared for those who love Him. But God has 

revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” 

Listen to verse 16:  “For ‘who has known the mind 

of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’ But we have 

the mind of Christ.” Just as our spirits know what is 

in our minds and can reveal our minds to others, 

God’s Spirit knows what is in God’s mind and can 

reveal it to others. So, it is through the words 

revealed by God’s Holy Spirit that we can know what 

is in the mind of Christ – who speaks with the 

authority given to Him by the Father! 

 Ephesians 3:3-5 will also prove to be helpful 

in understanding how it is we can know the mind of 

Christ. Paul wrote, “how that by revelation He made 

known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written 

already, by which, when you read, you may 

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 

which in other ages was not made known to the sons 

of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to 

His holy apostles and prophets.” Similarly, 2 Peter 

1:20-21 says that prophecy does not come by the will 

of man, “but holy men of God spoke as they were 

moved by the Holy Spirit.” 

 So, just as Jesus promised, the Holy Spirit has 

worked to reveal God’s truth to mankind. He has 

done so by revealing this truth to the apostles and 

prophets. And, as these words have been recorded in 

written form within the pages of the Bible, we can 

know the mind of Christ. Thus, the Bible is a fully 

authoritative book that perfectly reveals the will of 

God to mankind. 

How to know whether something is right 

 Given what we have now discovered about 

the word of God that is contained in the pages of the 

Bible, we should consider that it is only when we live 

according to God’s word of truth that we can 

determine something to be right. And, anything 

contrary to that word of truth is wrong (called “sin” 

in the Bible).  

 But, there are many people who make many 

different claims about what God’s word actually 

teaches to be right and wrong. Therefore, it is 

important to recognize this principle:  In order to 

always be right in what you do, you must always 

have Bible authority. Colossians 3:17 simply states, 

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him.” God’s word is compared to a 

pattern that we must hold fast in every area of our 

lives in order to be right and pleasing to God (2 

Timothy 1:13). If we deviate at all from that pattern, 

we commit sin (see 1 John 3:4 and James 4:17). 

Remember, it is the Bible (and only the Bible) that 

perfectly tells us everything that God wants from our 

lives and perfectly leads us into right ways (see 2 

Timothy 3:16-17)! 

Since it is so vitally important to have Bible 

authority for all that we do in our lives, let’s consider 

some basics about how to establish Bible authority. 

There are three ways through which we can establish 

Bible authority. Please note that these are the same 

three ways that we learn whether anything is true. So, 

I am just applying these principles to God’s perfect 

standard of truth. 

(1) Through a direct command given in the 

Scriptures. For instance, baptism is commanded in 

Acts 2:38:  “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let 

every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” Loving our enemies is 

commanded in Matthew 5:44:  “But I say to you, love 

your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 

those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 

use you and persecute you.” So, we have Bible 

authority (established by direct commands) for both 

of these actions – that we must do these things if we 

want to live in a way that pleases God! 

(2) Through an approved example given in 

the Scriptures. For instance, Acts 8:38-39 shows an 

approved example of baptism:  “So he commanded 

the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized 

him. Now when they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the 

eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way 

rejoicing.” Acts 20:7 shows an approved example of 

Christians partaking of the Lord’s Supper on the first 

day of the week:  “Now on the first day of the week, 

when the disciples came together to break bread, 

Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and 
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continued his message until midnight” (note that the 

“breaking of bread” refers to the Lord’s Supper in 

this passage). So, we have Bible authority 

(established by approved examples) for both of these 

actions. 

(3) Through a forced conclusion from the 

Scriptures. This is a conclusion that is necessary (not 

a guess or something that is speculated; but, one that 

is unmistakable). For instance, Acts 8:38-39 forces 

us to the conclusion that the man from Ethiopia was 

immersed in water and not sprinkled (or any other 

practice). For, the passage (as we have just read) tells 

us that both the one being baptized and the one doing 

the baptizing went down into the water for the 

baptism – and both came up out of the water. Acts 

20:7 forces us to the conclusion that the Lord’s 

Supper is to be taken on the first day of every week 

(and not just on a yearly, quarterly, or monthly basis 

– or any other practice). So, we have Bible authority 

(established by forced conclusions) for each of these 

practices. 

In these 3 ways, Bible authority is 

established. Bible authority is not established in any 

other way. Bible authority is not established because 

I want the Bible to teach a particular thing. Bible 

authority is not established because I always thought 

the Bible taught a particular thing. Bible authority is 

not established because I have always done things a 

particular way. Instead, Bible authority is only 

established if there is a direct command, an approved 

example, or a forced conclusion. 

God’s revealed word will judge us all 

 Here is why it is so vitally important to live 

according to the teachings of God’s truth (as revealed 

in the pages of the Bible):  God’s word will judge 

you one day as to whether you have lived in a way 

that is pleasing to God or not. In John 12:48, Jesus 

said, “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My 

words, has that which judges him – the word that I 

have spoken will judge him in the last day.” 

Similarly, Revelation 20:11-15 pictures that 

whenever the Day of Judgment comes, all people 

will stand before the judgment seat of Jesus Christ 

and be judged “according to their works, by the 

things which were written in the books.” These are 

the books of God. 

 So, recognizing that you will be judged 

according to the standard of God’s word of truth, 

please consider what is said in 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in 

the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or bad.” Everything about your life will be 

judged to be either good or bad by the perfect 

standard of God’s word! Then, based on this 

judgment, you will either be rewarded with eternal 

life in Heaven or punished with eternal torment in 

Hell (see Matthew 25:31-46 and Romans 2:5-11). 

There Is No Truth Apart From 

God 

 We have seen that truth is of God. Therefore, 

since God cannot lie and is perfectly knowledgeable 

about everything, anything that man says or does that 

is not in perfect harmony with the truth God has 

revealed in the Bible is not really the truth! 

Truth is not in man 

 There are many people who attempt to justify 

their actions on the basis of having subjective 

authority. This is authority that man derives from 

within himself or from other men. This authority is 

not concrete. It is able to be changed upon the 

changing attitudes, opinions, moods, etc. of man.  

 But, is authority derived from within 

mankind acceptable to pleasing God? God says it is 

not! For instance, Isaiah 55:8-9 demonstrates that 

God’s ways are much higher than man’s ways. “’For 

My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your 

ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than 

your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.’” 

Therefore, as we have already seen, mankind is not 

even able to know what pleases God or what does not 

please God unless God reveals it to mankind.  

 Jeremiah 10:23 says, “O Lord, I know the 

way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who 

walks to direct his own steps.” Without God’s 

revelation of His will, we are incapable of living our 
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lives in a way that will please the God who possesses 

all authority. In fact, even when we try to act in ways 

that seem right to us, we often fail to please God. 

Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that seems right 

to a man, But its end is the way of death.” Therefore, 

“let God be true but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). 

Examining some false standards of “truth” 

 There are many people who attempt to call 

things that are evil, “good.” They try to call things 

that are involved with the wicked works of darkness, 

“light” (see Isaiah 5:20). They often justify 

themselves and their actions through a false standard 

of “truth.” Consider the following standards that 

many people look to in order to establish right and 

wrong – and why all of these fail to accurately lead 

people in the ways of truth. 

 (1) Some try to find authority through the 

opinions and “wisdom” of other men. Yet, we have 

already seen that God’s ways are far above the ways 

of man (see Isaiah 55:8-9). In fact, 1 Corinthians 1:25 

says that the “foolishness of God is wiser than men.” 

God is not pleased any time we listen to man’s 

opinions rather than listen to Him. This even includes 

situations in which the majority opinion of man goes 

against God’s will (see Exodus 23:2 and Matthew 

7:13-14) and when those we love and trust have 

opinions that go against God’s will (see Matthew 

10:34-39). 

 (2) Some try to find authority through their 

feelings and their own consciences. They look to do 

whatever feels right to them, that they can do in 

“good conscience.” Yet, Jeremiah 17:9 says that 

man’s heart is “deceitful above all things, And 

desperately wicked.” You see, mankind often fills his 

heart with things that are contrary to God’s will. 

Therefore, things that God does not approve often 

feels right to man. Furthermore, Acts 23:1 and Acts 

26:9-11 demonstrates that Saul had killed and 

persecuted Christians in “all good conscience.” Still, 

his “good conscience” did not make his actions 

pleasing to God. 

 (3) Some try to find authority through man’s 

traditions. Some justify their actions by appealing to 

the “way things have always been done.” Yet, Jesus 

revealed that some man-made traditions cause us to 

violate the authority of God. In Matthew 15:1-14, 

Jesus said that some Jewish leaders had “made the 

commandment of God of no effect” by their 

traditions. And, He condemned them, saying that 

their hearts were far away from God and worshiped 

God in vain by teaching the doctrines of men. 

 (4) Some try to find authority through 

doctrines of man. Many hold to man-made doctrines 

in addition to some of God’s doctrines. Yet, the 

apostle Paul warned that those who preached any 

other gospel besides what God has revealed would 

be doomed to destruction (see Galatians 1:6-12). 

Therefore, as the apostle John warned, we must only 

abide in the doctrine of Christ – and must refuse to 

accept any other doctrine (see 2 John 1:9-11). 

 (5) Certainly there are many subjective 

standards mankind appeals to in order to justify and 

authorize their actions. However, every one of these 

subjective standards of authority fails to lead us in a 

way that will please God! Therefore, if we discover 

that anything we do is only by the authority of men, 

we must get away from it! 

Living With The Reality Of 

Absolute Truth 

 Because there really is a God who knows all 

and cannot lie, He is the one who possesses complete 

truth. We have seen that He has revealed truth to us 

through His word – and His word has been recorded 

in the pages of the Bible. We have also seen that each 

one of us will be judged based on that absolute 

standard of truth some day. So, please consider how 

you should respond to the reality of a single standard 

of truth. 

Study it 

 You should want to know everything that you 

can possibly know about the truth that God has 

revealed. Psalm 86:11 should be your prayer to God:  

“Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your 

truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.” Since God 

has revealed His word of truth in the pages of the 

Bible, you should want to spend an appropriate 
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amount of time learning God’s standard of truth 

every day of your life (see Acts 17:11). For, if you 

do not study His truth, you will not possibly be able 

to believe only what is true and live according to that 

truth. 

Rightly interpret it 

 It takes effort to learn the truth. And, God 

wants you to put forth that effort both in studying and 

rightly interpreting His message of truth. 2 Timothy 

2:15 says, “Be diligent to present yourself approved 

to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” You must be 

careful not to misinterpret or misapply what God’s 

word teaches. For, it is possible to read the Bible and 

twist God’s words into saying something that is false 

and will lead to your spiritual destruction (see 2 Peter 

3:15-16). 

Obey it 

 Remember that God’s word is the complete 

truth. So, whenever you study His word of truth, you 

must be willing to believe and do whatever it says. 

For instance, James 1:25 says, “But he who looks 

into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and 

is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 

one will be blessed in what he does.” Even if you do 

not like what God’s word teaches, the fact that it is 

absolute truth means that you must yield your own 

ideas and desires to God’s. If you do not, you will 

commit sin. 

Teach it 

 As you recognize the importance of learning 

and obeying God’s standard of truth, you will also 

want to help others learn and obey it. In fact, God has 

chosen for His message of truth to be spread to others 

through preaching (1 Corinthians 1:18). 2 Timothy 

2:2 says that it is the responsibility of those who have 

learned and obeyed the truth to teach it to others. 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a single standard of truth! 

Since God is full of truth, it is only reasonable that 

His word contains nothing but truth. And, since His 

word will be the standard by which all people will 

have their lives judged one Day, it is the single 

standard of truth. Yet, will you choose to allow it to 

be the standard by which you determine whether 

everything in your life is right or wrong? And, will 

you choose to obey it in all things during your life?  

Study Questions 

What is at the source of all the confusion and 

conflicts about right and wrong? How can these 

problems be remedied? 

 

 

1. God Is Truth 

What is the need for absolute truth? 

 

 

How much does God know?  

 

 

How pure is God? 

 

 

Is it possible for God to lie? 

 

 

2. God Has Revealed Truth 

 

 

What does it mean for God’s word to be “perfect”? 

 

 

How has God communicated to mankind? 
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How do you establish Bible authority in order to 

know if something is right? 

 

 

Why is it essential that you live according to God’s 

standard of truth? 

 

 

3. There Is No Truth Apart From God 

Is truth derived from within man? Why or why not? 

 

 

List some false standards of truth and explain why 

they are false standards. 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of Absolute Truth 

Why should you study the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

Why should you rightly interpret the Bible? 

 

 

Why should you obey the instructions in the Bible? 

 

 

Why should you teach the truths in the Bible to 

others? 
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Is There Really 

Life After 

Death? 

 Is there really a consciousness and continued 

existence after people experience physical death? 

This is a significant question that has tremendous 

implications for how each person should live his/her 

earthly life. And, this question is not a new one. In 

fact, as long as people have been considering their 

own mortality, they have had to consider the question 

about what (if anything) happens after physical 

death. 

 For instance, a man in the Bible named Job, 

said, “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and 

full of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades 

away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue” 

(Job 14:1-2). Here was a man who was going through 

some difficult times. Job chapters 1 and 2 depict how 

this man had his possessions and wealth taken away 

from him, experienced the death of his children, and 

even had his own health severely deteriorate. Now, 

as he reflects on his life, he recognizes his own 

mortality. Then, he asked, “If a man dies, shall he 

live again?” (Job 14:14). 

 This is a question every person who is living 

on this earth should seriously consider today. 

Whenever you die, will you live again? There have 

been several proposed answers to this question. Let’s 

briefly consider four answers that have been offered 

to this question. 

 First, some suggest that death is the end. At 

the point of physical death, some have said that man 

is no different from the animals in that there is no 

continued conscious existence. This is a common 

belief of those who have no faith in God or some 

other higher power. So, whenever you die, you are 

like Rover and dead all over. You have no knowledge 

of anything, no feeling, no hope, nothing. You have 

absolutely nothing to look forward to or fear after the 

point of physical death – because (according to these 

individuals) there is absolutely no existence besides 

your physical life. 

 Second, some suggest that there is no 

conscious existence after death until some take part 

in the resurrection when Jesus Christ returns. For 

instance, the Jehovah’s Witnesses have attempted to 

prove this idea from the Bible. Ecclesiastes 9:3-5 is 

often quoted in support of this. “This is an evil in all 

that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to 

all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; 

madness is in their hearts while they live, and after 

that they go to the dead. But for him who is joined to 

all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better 

than a dead lion. For the living know that they will 

die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no 

more reward, For the memory of them is forgotten.” 

However, when you study this verse in its context, 

the only thing it is talking about is life on this earth 

(that which is done, “under the sun,” see verse 6). So, 

from a physical perspective, there is no more 

existence, hope, or knowledge. This verse says 

absolutely nothing about whether there is a continued 

spiritual existence after death. 

 Third, some suggest that whenever a person 

experiences physical death, there is a part of him/her 

that is reincarnated into a different type of life form. 

This is a common idea of Indian religion, Buddhism, 

and Hinduism. Some who adopt this perspective of 

life after death have attempted to connect similarities 

between new life and characteristics of one who is 

deceased. Some who accept this explanation for life 

after death believe that this cycle of life is endless. 

However, even within those who believe in a concept 

of reincarnation, there are disagreements about 

whether there is a soul or not. 

 Fourth, the primary belief of those who 

profess Christianity or Judaism is that mankind has 

been created with a soul that survives physical death. 

Although these do not all agree about what is 

experienced after death, there is a general view (at 

least among professing Christians) that there will be 



23 

 

a judgment day and that the soul will spend eternity 

either in Heaven or Hell. 

 With all of this confusion that exists in the 

world today, it is certainly worth considering how we 

can even find the right answer to this question. 

Certainly, this is a question full of implications as to 

how we should live our physical lives on this earth. 

Even the apostle Paul recognized that if there is no 

life after death (i.e. if the dead do not rise), then we 

should just eat and drink because tomorrow we die 

(1 Corinthians 15:32). That is, we should just live for 

our own physical desires and ambitions. We would 

have no responsibility to live a morally good life. 

However, if there really is life after death, then this 

may provide some incentive for living morally pure 

and obeying God. 

 Only the Bible is capable of giving you the 

perfectly true answer. This is not something that can 

be observed or tested with a scientific experiment. 

You see, we can only observe and test things that 

pertain to the physical realm. So, if there is anything 

that is of a spiritual nature, it cannot be observed 

physically. Only the One who created mankind is 

capable of answering this question! Fortunately, God 

has given us all the information we need to answer 

this question. 

 In this lesson, we want to investigate what 

God has said in the Bible about mankind’s mortality 

and spiritual existence. Then, we will consider what 

the Bible tells us will happen after mankind 

experiences physical death. And, we will consider 

what all of this means for how we should be living 

life on earth. 

The Certainty Of Death 

 People throughout this world recognize that 

every life on this earth is limited by time. It is an 

observable fact that every living person and thing 

experiences death at some point. But, perhaps we can 

gain an even greater understanding of this truth 

through the Scriptures. 

Every person has an appointment with 

death 

 We are constantly reminded of the fact that 

death is in the world – and that no one is exempt from 

it! We can look around us and observe that things are 

dying. Plants die. Trees die. Animals die. And, 

people are dying all around us. Take a look in the 

obituary section of your local newspaper and take a 

moment just to reflect on how many people who live 

in your community have died in the last couple of 

days! Our loved ones die. Our acquaintances die. 

Famous people die – from presidents to athletes to 

wealthy businessmen/women to actors and singers, 

etc.  

 We simply cannot escape the constant 

reminder that death is a common reality for all of 

mankind! But, the Bible tells us this is so. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 says, “To everything there is a 

season, A time for every purpose under heaven:  A 

time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, 

And a time to pluck what is planted.” Simply put:  

There is a time to die – for yourself and for 

everything and everyone around you. 

 So, the Scriptures clearly demonstrate that 

there is a time to die we must all simply embrace and 

prepare for. Hebrews 9:27 says, “And as it is 

appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment.” We each have appointments with death. 

However, we simply do not know when our 

appointments are. Still, we can know for certain that 

we will experience physical death at some time in the 

future – and that there will be a Judgment after this.  

Why does man have to die? 

 Let’s consider some fundamental questions 

that we all ask:  Why do I have to die? Why do my 

loved ones have to die? Then, as we answer these 

questions, let’s make sure that we appeal to the 

Scriptures to find the answer – rather than becoming 

angry and blaming God for the presence of physical 

death in this world! 

 In the Scriptures, we are shown that God did 

not create physical death whenever He created the 

world. In the beginning, when God had created man, 

He placed man in the Garden of Eden and gave 
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mankind access to the tree of life (Genesis 2:8-9). 

This tree would give man the ability to live forever 

(Genesis 3:22). 

 So, God made all of the necessary provisions 

for man to live forever by taking of the Tree of Life. 

However, death entered the world whenever man 

sinned against God. In Genesis 2:16-17, God gave 

man a law to follow. He commanded that he not eat 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He 

warned, “in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 

die.” Whenever Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 3:1-

6), they experienced spiritual death (separation from 

God) in that day. However, as God also pronounced 

physical punishments for their sin, He identified that 

man would die and his body would return to the dust 

of the earth (Genesis 3:19) and he would be separated 

from the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:22). 

 Therefore, as we constantly interact with 

reminders about death, let it remind us of the 

consequences of sin. Death is not God’s fault. It is 

man’s fault. In fact, all of the negative things we 

experience in this world are not the result of God 

being cruel. Instead, it is the consequence of the 

rebellion that took place in the Garden of Eden. 

However, because God is a loving God, He has given 

each one of us the opportunity to find salvation from 

the sins we commit through Jesus Christ and be given 

eternal life in Heaven – and be granted access to the 

Tree of Life in that place (see Revelation 22:1-5). 

We’ll talk more about what God has prepared for 

those who faithfully serve Him throughout their lives 

later in this study. 

What is physical death?  

 We are typically able to distinguish when 

someone is dead or alive. But, what is physical 

death? There are actually two elements involved in 

physical death.  

 (1) The separation of the soul and body. 

While there are certainly physical elements to death 

(which we’ll consider in a moment), the Bible also 

gives us even greater insight into the process of 

death. For instance, consider James 2:26 again:  “For 

as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 

works is dead also.” Therefore, in addition to the 

physical things that happen at death, the Bible says 

that the spirit departs from the body. 

 (2) Vital functions of the body cease. From 

this, we can conclude that death occurs whenever the 

spiritual element of man’s existence (his soul) 

separates from the physical body! Then, whenever 

this occurs, we learn that the functions of our 

physical bodies cease and the body begins to decay. 

Psalm 146:4 says, “His spirit departs, he returns to 

his earth; In that very day his plans perish.” We will 

focus on the spiritual existence of an individual after 

death in a few moments. For now, however, let’s 

focus on what happens to the physical body after 

physical death (that is, after the soul departs from the 

body). At death, the normal and vital functions of our 

physical bodies cease. The functions of our brains 

stop. The functions of our hearts stop. The functions 

of our lungs stop. The movements of our bodies stop. 

Then, after these vital functions stop, our bodies 

begin to decay. Again, Psalm 146:4 demonstrated 

that our spirits depart and our bodies return to the 

earth. After Adam and Eve sinned, God told Adam, 

“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you 

return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For 

dust you are, And to dust you shall return” (Genesis 

3:19). Our physical bodies, therefore, go through a 

natural decaying process after death (i.e. after our 

souls depart from our bodies). 

Mankind Possesses A Soul 

 Having established the fact that all mankind 

will experience physical death some day, we must 

consider the vital question as to whether or not this 

is all that there is to mankind’s existence. Is man 

forever put out of existence? Or, is there an element 

of man’s existence that consciously survives 

physical death? 

Created in the image of God 

 Genesis 1:26-27 says, “Then God said, ‘Let 

Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 

all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
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on the earth.’ So God created man in His own image; 

in the image of God He created him; male and female 

He created them.” 

 The Scriptures do not just teach that mankind 

has been created by God with a physical existence. 

Instead, the Scriptures teach that God also gave 

mankind a spiritual element to his existence. 

Mankind has been created in the image of God! What 

image is that? What does this possibly help us to 

understand about the nature of man? Consider John 

4:24 – a statement Jesus makes about God’s nature. 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” God is not a physical 

being with a physical body. Therefore, whenever the 

Genesis record says that man has been made in the 

image of God, this cannot refer to a physical 

resemblance. Instead, it must refer to the fact that 

mankind has been created with a spiritual element to 

his existence! 

 In fact, as we will continue to see, the 

Scriptures plainly demonstrate the truth that mankind 

has been created with a spiritual element (a soul) that 

will survive physical death and will continue to exist 

beyond this physical life on earth. However, before 

moving on to consider some other passages that 

further demonstrate this fact, look back at the 

Genesis 1 record of creation and observe that only 

mankind has been created with this spiritual element 

to his existence! You simply never read about God 

creating any of the other physical things (i.e. plants 

and animals) with a spiritual element to their 

existence. It was only mankind who was created in 

the image of God – and was given dominion over all 

of the other physical things on earth! 

God is the God of the living 

 Luke 20:37-38 says, “But even Moses 

showed in the burning bush passage that the dead are 

raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 

For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, 

for all live to Him.” 

 In this text, Jesus points to the burning bush 

passage in Exodus 3 to answer the question identified 

in Luke 20:27-33. The Sadducees (a sect of Jews who 

denied the resurrection and the existence of the spirit, 

see also Acts 23:8) asked Jesus a question concerning 

the resurrection. Their question involved a 

complicated scenario concerning seven brothers, 

each taking the same woman as wife after a brother 

would die and bear no children. Then, they asked, “in 

the resurrection, whose wife does she become? For 

all seven had her as wife.” 

 Jesus begins to answer their question by 

responding that marriage is a physical relationship 

that only exists on this earth. After the resurrection, 

there will be no more marriage or giving in marriage 

– nor is there any more death. Then, Jesus makes 

reference (in verses 37-38) to the burning bush 

passage to prove that the dead are raised. He said that 

there is evidence that the dead are raised in the 

statement the Lord made to Moses – when He 

identified Himself as, “the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Now, Jesus said, 

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living! 

Therefore, whenever God claims to be the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob years after these 

individuals had experienced physical death, this is 

proof that these individuals still continue to exist! 

The rich man and Lazarus 

 Luke 16:22-23 says, “So it was that the 

beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 

Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was 

buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up 

his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 

his bosom.” 

 This passage finds itself in the context of 

Jesus’ teaching concerning two individuals – a rich 

man and a poor beggar named Lazarus. Jesus’ 

teaching begins by describing how these two 

individuals lived very different physical lives. One 

man had all the things he desired to have; while the 

other man was full of sores and desired to be fed with 

the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. 

However, Jesus’ statement in verses 22 and 23 

concerning these two individuals indicate that both 

men experienced physical death. 

 Then, please notice that both of these 

individuals continued to exist after the point of their 

physical deaths. The beggar (Lazarus) was “carried 

by the angels to Abraham’s bosom” and the rich man 
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found himself “in torments in Hades.” The text, then, 

goes on to record a conversation between the rich 

man and Abraham, detailing the great torment the 

rich man was experiencing after his physical death. 

Therefore, this passage demonstrates the basic fact 

that there is something we will experience after death 

– that our souls do in fact survive physical death. The 

physical element was not the only part of their 

existence! 

Together in Paradise 

 Luke 23:43 says, “And Jesus said to him, 

‘Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me 

in Paradise.’” 

 This passage comes in the context of Jesus’ 

crucifixion. At the time of His crucifixion, Jesus was 

crucified between two thieves. During this time, one 

of the two thieves demonstrated a penitent heart, 

rebuking the other thief who was blaspheming Jesus. 

He said, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are 

under the same condemnation? And we indeed 

justly, for we have received the due reward of our 

deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong” (Luke 

23:40-41). Then, this man continued and said to 

Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into 

Your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). 

 Then, Jesus told this man that he would be 

with Him in Paradise that day (verse 43). Now, from 

a physical perspective, all three of these men would 

die (as they were all hanging on their crosses, 

experiencing physical deaths). However, Jesus’ 

statement indicates that both the thief and Jesus 

would continue to exist beyond their physical deaths! 

There was more to their existence than just the 

physical existence. For Jesus and this penitent thief, 

their physical deaths marked the point at which they 

would go to Paradise. 

A building from God 

 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 says, “For we know that 

if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have 

a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly 

desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is 

from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we shall 

not be found naked. For we who are in this tent 

groan, being burdened, not because we want to be 

unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 

swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared us 

for this very thing is God, who also has given us the 

Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always confident, 

knowing that while we are at home in the body we 

are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not 

by sight. We are confident, yes, well pleased rather 

to be absent from the body and to be present with the 

Lord.” 

 Just prior to making these statements, Paul 

wrote concerning his great hope in that which is 

unseen and eternal (in 4:16-18). In that passage, he 

speaks of both the “outward man” and the “inward 

man.” The outward man was perishing due to the 

affliction he was experiencing and the natural aging 

process. However, his inward man was “being 

renewed day by day” as he was looking for the 

eternal things God has promised to reveal! 

 In this context, Paul makes some further 

observations to the Corinthians concerning his 

outward man and inward man (in 5:1-8). Paul plainly 

identifies a time when his physical existence (his 

“earthly house”) would be “destroyed.” He even 

references this physical existence as a “tent” (note 

that a tent is only a temporary structure). However, 

Paul does not begrudge the thought of this time when 

his physical existence would end. He does not say 

that physical death would be the end. Instead, he said 

that he groaned while in this “tent” – looking for the 

time when he could be further clothed with the 

heavenly body God has promised (see also 1 

Corinthians 15:50-58)! Again, Paul is eagerly 

anticipating this time when he could be “absent from 

the body” and “present with the Lord.” Clearly, Paul 

was looking forward to a continued spiritual 

existence after his physical death! 

Man cannot destroy the soul 

 Matthew 10:28 says, “And do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather 

fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body 

in hell.” 

 Jesus makes a clear distinction in this verse 

between mankind’s physical existence and the 

spiritual existence. Now, His ultimate point in the 
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passage is one of fear. That is, those who desire to 

serve Him should not fear man. Although man often 

tries to physically harm those who are serving the 

Lord and preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, man 

is incapable of harming the soul. Instead of fearing 

man, you should fear God who can destroy the 

physical body – and the soul of man by casting it into 

Hell fire. This is the reason why the apostle Paul 

found joy in serving God even though there were 

many people who were trying to harm him physically 

(as referenced in 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8). 

 So, please recognize that Jesus once again 

teaches us that there is a distinction between the body 

and the soul. In doing so, He demonstrates two 

things. First, He demonstrates that the soul survives 

physical death. Consider the first half of the verse. 

We have no need to fear man because man is only 

capable of destroying the physical body. Yet, if there 

was no soul that survived physical death, this 

destruction of the physical body would also result in 

a total annihilation. But, the implication is that those 

who serve Jesus Christ faithfully (although they are 

killed physically) will be rewarded spiritually by 

God (i.e. in Heaven). Second, He demonstrates that 

the soul will experience something. Specifically, 

Jesus identifies the place called “Hell” as being a 

possible destination for the soul. The Scriptures 

teach that this spiritual destination is reserved for 

those who do not fear God and obey Him (see 

Revelation 21:8). Other passages also speak of 

Heaven as the destination for those who do fear God 

and obey Him (see 1 Peter 1:3-9). 

The desire to depart 

 Philippians 1:21-24 says, “For to me, to live 

is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the 

flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I 

shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard-pressed 

between the two, having a desire to depart and be 

with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to 

remain in the flesh is more needful for you.” 

 The apostle Paul was not afraid of 

experiencing physical death. And, more than just not 

being afraid to experience physical death, he actually 

anticipated it and desired to experience it. Now, 

certainly this is not because Paul saw himself as 

coming back in some other life form or being 

completely put out of existence. Instead, it is because 

he desired to experience what was waiting for him 

after his death (as he discussed in 2 Corinthians 4-5). 

 Although he was torn between experiencing 

physical death and continuing to live on earth in the 

sense of continuing to be able to do some good in the 

service of Jesus Christ on this earth, his desire was to 

die. He recognized that this would result in being 

with Jesus Christ. As he viewed this proposition, he 

viewed it as being “far better” than remaining on this 

earth. Certainly, then, the apostle Paul (who wrote by 

inspiration of God, see 2 Timothy 3:16-17) knew the 

truth that God had revealed about life after death. He 

recognized that there was a reward that was waiting 

for him after his life of faithful service to Jesus Christ 

was over (2 Timothy 4:6-8).  

What Happens After Death 

 Since mankind does have a soul that survives 

physical death, it is important to consider what each 

person will experience after physical death. As you 

consider all of these points, recognize that the Bible 

pictures a state of consciousness at every point after 

physical death. It pictures people who see, feel, hear, 

etc. as they experience all of these things.  

Hades 

 Where does your spirit go when you die? 

Does it go directly to Heaven or Hell? The Scriptures 

identify that there is a place called “Hades” in which 

the dead are awaiting the return of Jesus Christ and 

the final Judgment. So, whenever an individual dies, 

he/she goes to this temporary realm of the dead. Jesus 

Himself demonstrates this to be so – as Jesus went to 

Hades after dying on the cross (see Acts 2:27). 

 Luke 16:19-31 provides the most information 

of any passage in Scripture about this place. Once 

again, this passage identifies two individuals (a rich 

man and Lazarus) who both experienced physical 

deaths. However, they continued to exist in two very 

different places within this Hadean realm. The rich 

man found himself in a place of torment (vs. 23) 

where he could find no relief (vs. 24); but, Lazarus 

found himself in a place of great comfort (vs. 22, 25). 
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So, this Hadean realm (the realm of the dead) is 

composed of two distinct sections – a section of those 

who have been faithful to the Lord and are being 

comforted, and a section of those who have not been 

faithful to the Lord and are being tormented. 

However, the Scriptures teach that this place is only 

temporary – and those who are in Hades will be 

brought out when the Lord Jesus returns for final 

Judgment (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 20:13). 

The second coming of Christ 

 When Jesus Christ was living on this earth, 

He promised that He would come again. In John 

14:1-3, Jesus told His disciples that He would go to 

prepare a place for them – and that He would come 

again to receive them to Himself. However, Jesus 

also identified the fact that this Day would come at a 

time that would not be specifically announced. In 

Matthew 24:36, Jesus said:  “But of that day and hour 

no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My 

Father only.” Later, in Matthew 24:44, He said, 

“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 But, what will happen when Jesus Christ 

returns? The Scriptures tell us the following things 

will take place:  Christ will come in the clouds (Acts 

1:9-11), He will descend from Heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet 

of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16), the dead will be 

raised (John 5:28-29), the dead in Christ will rise first 

(1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16), the living will meet the 

Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17), the earth will 

be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10-14), the resurrection and 

transformation into our spiritual bodies will take 

place (1 Corinthians 15:50-54), Judgment will take 

place (Matthew 25:31-46), vengeance will be taken 

upon those who were disobedient and eternal rest 

will be given to the faithful (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9), 

death and Hades will be destroyed (Revelation 

20:13-14), and the kingdom will be turned back to 

God (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). 

The Judgment 

 As just mentioned, the Scriptures teach that 

the final Judgment will take place whenever Jesus 

Christ returns. Matthew 25 demonstrates this to be 

true. Matthew 25:31-32 says, “When the Son of Man 

comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 

then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the 

nations will be gathered before Him, and He will 

separate them one from another, as a shepherd 

divides his sheep from the goats.” 

 As you consider this great Day of Judgment, 

recognize that you will be present for this Judgment. 

No one will escape it! 2 Corinthians 5:10 says, “For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in 

the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or bad.” Jesus Christ will be the Judge (Acts 

17:30-31) – and we will each be judged according to 

the criteria of God’s word, the things written in Bible 

(John 12:48; Romans 2:16; Revelation 20:11-15).  

Eternity  

 The Bible presents only two options as to 

where we will spend our eternities:  Eternal life in 

Heaven or eternal punishment in Hell fire. Take a 

moment to consider how each of these two places are 

described in the Scriptures. Note that while we do not 

have all of the information we may like to have about 

each of these places that we do have all of the 

information we need to have! Particularly note that 

the Scriptures identify both of these places as being 

eternal in nature. Therefore, these are places we will 

live and experience their various conditions forever 

and ever! 

 Eternity in Heaven is described as eternal life 

(Matthew 25:46). It is described as being a beautiful 

place (Revelation 21-22). It is a place in which there 

will be no pain, sorrow, or death (Revelation 21:4). 

It is a place which will be without evil (Revelation 

21:27). And, it will be a place in which we will spend 

eternity with God (Revelation 21:22-23; Revelation 

22:1-5). 

 Eternity in Hell is described as eternal 

punishment (Matthew 25:46). It is a place that is 

depicted by fire and brimstone (Mark 9:43-48; 

Revelation 21:8). It is a place depicted by darkness, 

weeping, and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30). 

And, it is a place of eternal separation from God 

(Matthew 25:41; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 

21:8), spent with the devil and his angels (Matthew 

25:41). 
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Living With The Reality Of Life 

After Death 

 Because mankind possesses a soul (i.e. a 

spiritual existence), each person who has ever lived 

or will ever live on this earth will experience 

something whenever life is over. Everyone (whether 

they lived morally pure and good lives on earth or 

not) will take part in the return of Jesus Christ and be 

Judged by God. However, those who do not obey 

God’s word of truth (as revealed in the Bible) will 

experience great suffering for all of eternity, while 

those who do obey God will be rewarded for all of 

eternity. So, please consider how you should respond 

to the reality of life after death. 

Recognize that you will continue to exist 

after your death 

 You must fully embrace both your own 

mortality (from a physical perspective) and your 

continued existence (from a spiritual perspective). 

The wise man Solomon wrote, “Better to go to the 

house of mourning Than to go to the house of 

feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living 

will take it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). So, as you 

reflect on all the reminders of death that happen 

around you (i.e. when you go to the funeral home to 

mourn someone’s death), you should recognize that 

you will also experience death one day – and that you 

will continue to exist. 

Prepare for death 

 How you live on this earth matters. If you had 

no continued spiritual existence, then you could just 

choose to live however you desire. But, since you do 

have a continued spiritual existence and the Bible 

teaches that what you will experience depends on 

whether you have lived to please God or not, you 

must live your life preparing for your physical death 

(see Galatians 6:7-8). Philippians 2:12 instructs you 

to “work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling.” So, every day, you should be living your 

life to please God – as if it was the last day that you 

have to make your life right with God. For, whenever 

you experience physical death, you have no more 

opportunity to make your life right with God and be 

rewarded eternally. For this reason, 2 Corinthians 6:2 

says that “now is the day of salvation”! 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is life after death! God 

promises every person that he/she has a soul that will 

survive physical death. Ultimately, this soul will 

either spend eternity in Heaven or in Hell. One place 

is a beautiful place that is free from all pain, sorrow, 

and death in the presence of the almighty God. But, 

one place is a place of indescribable punishment, 

torment, and pain that is away from God’s presence. 

Yet, God gives you the opportunity to live your life 

in a way that pleases Him so that you can (through 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ) have Heaven as your 

eternal home! But, will you choose to make the 

necessary preparations for life after death while you 

are living on this earth? 

Study Questions  

What are some views of death and the afterlife?  

 

 

1. The Certainty Of Death 

Will every person die? 

 

 

Why does man have to die? 

 

 

What is physical death? 

 

 

2. Mankind Possesses A Soul 
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How does Genesis 1:26-27 teach that mankind has a 

soul? 

 

 

How does Luke 20:37-38 teach that mankind has a 

soul? 

 

 

How does Luke 16:22-23 teach that mankind has a 

soul? 

 

 

How does Luke 23:43 teach that mankind has a soul? 

 

 

How does 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 teach that mankind has 

a soul? 

 

 

How does Matthew 10:28 teach that mankind has a 

soul? 

 

 

How does Philippians 1:21-24 teach that mankind 

has a soul? 

 

 

3. What Happens After Death 

 

What is Hades? What the two parts of Hades? 

 

 

Will Jesus return? What will happen when Jesus 

returns? 

 

 

What will happen on the Judgment Day? 

 

 

What are the two possible destinations for eternity? 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of Life After Death 

 

Why should you recognize that you will continue to 

exist after your death? 

 

 

Why should you prepare for your death? 
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Is There Really A 

Heaven? 

 Is there really a Heaven that people can live 

in after Jesus Christ returns? This is a question that 

must be answered by people who are contemplating 

what happens after their earthly lives are over. If 

there is no Heaven or if everyone will go to Heaven, 

then it does not make any difference whether you live 

a life that is obedient to God or not. But, if there 

really is a Heaven and if only those who obey God 

will go there, then you must decide whether you 

desire to go to Heaven enough that you will live 

entirely in God’s service. 

 There is some confusion on the subject of 

Heaven. First, there are those who deny that such a 

place even exists. Some do not accept the teachings 

of the Bible as truth and conclude that such a place 

does not exist. After all, it is beyond the ability of 

mankind to observe Heaven. We cannot reach out 

and touch Heaven. We cannot look at pictures of 

Heaven. We cannot visit Heaven to know that it 

exists. 

 Instead, we must put our complete trust in 

God to know that Heaven is real. Whenever you are 

convinced that God really does exist and that the 

Bible really is His word, it becomes very apparent 

that you can trust everything that the Bible says. And, 

although you cannot reach out and touch Heaven or 

set your eyes upon it, you can see it by faith. After 

all, you must recognize that Heaven is presented in 

the Scriptures as being a place that belongs to the 

spiritual realm rather than the physical realm. So, it 

should be obvious that physical people cannot use 

their physical senses to observe anything about it. 

Instead, we are entirely dependent upon God to tell 

us about what awaits those who are obedient to Him. 

 Second, there are those who believe that 

Heaven is the future home of everyone. Many have 

concluded that since God is a loving God, He will 

forgive all sins through Jesus Christ and save 

everyone – regardless of whether people obey Him 

or not. So, there are those who believe that it does not 

matter how you live while you are on this earth. They 

believe that Heaven will be your eternal home 

regardless. 

 However, although God desires to save 

everyone and has sent Jesus Christ to die for 

everyone (see John 3:16 and 1 Timothy 2:3-4), God 

will not save those who refuse to obey Him. In 

Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow 

gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 

leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by 

it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way 

which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” 

Certainly, Jesus did not get this wrong. He said that 

the majority of people will live in a way that results 

in destruction rather than life everlasting. Therefore, 

everyone will not go to Heaven – not even most 

people! 

 Third, there are those who believe that there 

are some who have no opportunity to go to Heaven. 

One way this is taught is that God will only permit 

144,000 people to have the opportunity to live in 

Heaven. Once this number has been reached, the rest 

of the people will only be able to live in what they 

believe will be a rejuvenated earthly paradise. The 

Jehovah’s Witnesses is one group that has promoted 

this false doctrine. 

 There are two quick points to consider 

regarding this doctrine. One is that the number 

144,000 (taken from Revelation 7:4 and Revelation 

14:1) is figurative rather than literal. The book of 

Revelation is full of signs and symbols and cannot be 

taken literally. For instance, even the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses do not take these passages completely 

literal. For, if they would, they would have to 

conclude that the 144,000 are composed of 12,000 

people from each of 12 tribes of Israel (see 

Revelation 7:4-8). And, if taken literally, they can 

only be virgin men (Revelation 14:4). Furthermore, 

the Bible teaches that this earth will be destroyed by 

fire whenever Jesus Christ returns rather than there 
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being an earthly paradise established (see 2 Peter 3:1-

13). 

 Because of all this confusion in the world 

today and our own curiosity about the subject of 

Heaven, many are left wondering, “Does a place 

called Heaven really exist?” “If it does exist, what is 

it like?” “Can I go to Heaven?” “How can I go to 

Heaven?” “Will we all go to Heaven?”  

 In this lesson, we want to consider some of 

what God has revealed about Heaven in the pages of 

the Bible. We will be considering its reality as well 

as the description that is given of it. Then, we will 

consider who will be welcomed to spend eternity in 

Heaven on the Judgment Day. And, we will consider 

what all of this means for how we should be living 

life on earth. 

The Bible Identifies Heaven As 

A Real Place 

 God’s word is absolutely perfect and true (see 

Psalm 19:7). Therefore, as we look into the word of 

God (as revealed in the pages of the Bible), we can 

be assured of the fact that Heaven is a real place. 

And, we can know that it is also a place that is 

prepared for real people to live there one day.  

Use of “heaven” in the Bible 

 As you make a study of “heaven” in the pages 

of the Bible, you will notice that there are various 

things referred to as “heaven.” So, as we begin 

considering the Bible’s teachings on the subject, we 

would do well to identify these so as to avoid 

confusion later. Please note that the Bible talks about 

three heavens. For instance, 2 Corinthians 12:2 says, 

“I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago – 

whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of 

the body I do not know, God knows – such a one was 

caught up to the third heaven.” This is most likely a 

reference to the Paradise in Heaven where God 

dwells (although it could have reference to the 

Paradise of the Hadean realm, see Luke 23:43). 

 The first heaven used in the Scriptures is in 

reference to the atmospheric heaven. This is the area 

in which the birds fly. For instance, Genesis 1:20 

says, “Then God said, ‘Let the waters abound with 

an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the face of the firmament of 

the heavens.’” 

 The second heaven used in the Scriptures is 

in reference to the celestial heavens. This is outer 

space. For instance, Genesis 1:14-15 says, “Then 

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the firmament of the 

heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them 

be for signs and seasons, for days and years; and let 

them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to 

give light on the earth’; and it was so.” 

 The third Heaven used in the Scriptures is in 

reference to the dwelling place of God. This place is 

the one that we are focused on establishing 

throughout the course of this lesson. Unlike the other 

two heavens (which are physical in nature), this third 

Heaven is spiritual in nature. There are many 

passages in the Scriptures that present God as 

dwelling in this third Heaven. 

 Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven.” In Matthew 6:9, Jesus 

taught that people should pray, “Our Father in 

heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” Romans 1:18 

says, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 

who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” Then, 

Hebrews 8:1-2 pictures Jesus as being in Heaven 

with the Father, “Now this is the main point of the 

things we are saying:  We have such a High Priest, 

who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary 

and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, 

and not man.” 

 Revelation 4 pictures God in Heaven in vivid 

detail (though it is figurative imagery). The apostle 

John was given the opportunity “in the Spirit” to look 

through “a door standing open in Heaven” (verse 1). 

And, “behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 

the throne. And he who sat there was like a jasper 

and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a 

rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an 
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emerald” (verses 2-3). The picture goes on to identify 

24 elders sitting on thrones, lightnings, thunderings, 

and voices coming from the throne of God. Seven 

lamps of fire burning before the throne. A sea of 

glass like crystal before the throne. And, four living 

creatures before the throne of God. These living 

creatures and the 24 elders are then pictured as 

falling down before the throne of God to worship 

Him! 

Promises that some will live in Heaven 

 This third Heaven is the dwelling place of 

God that is continually pictured in the Scriptures 

(note that we have only observed a few of the many 

possible references to such). But, not only do the 

Scriptures picture God as being in this Heaven, but 

they also teach us that we have been given the 

opportunity to spend eternity in this same place and 

live with God after Jesus Christ returns. Consider 

four passages. 

 First, consider John 14:2-3. Jesus promised 

that in His “Father’s house are many mansions” and 

that He has gone “to prepare a place for you.” Then, 

Jesus states, “if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am there you may be also.” Therefore, Jesus 

has promised that people would have the opportunity 

to live in the Heavenly home He was going to 

prepare. 

 Second, consider 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. 

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 

the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 

first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 

the Lord.” So, Jesus will come out of Heaven to 

collect His faithful people and take them back to 

Heaven to “always” be with Him. 

 Third, consider 1 Peter 1:4 says that some 

have the hope of “an inheritance incorruptible and 

undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 

heaven.” Notice the location of this inheritance 

(though we will focus on who will receive this 

inheritance and what is involved in this inheritance 

later in the lesson). It is in Heaven! 

 Fourth, consider Revelation 21:3. When the 

apostle John is recording his picture of the Heavenly 

city (referred to as a new heaven and new earth, the 

holy city, and New Jerusalem, see verse 1), he says, 

“And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 

‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 

will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. 

God Himself will be with them and be their God.’” 

Later, the picture of this place continues by saying 

that “the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 

it, and His servants shall serve Him” (Revelation 

22:3). Then, Revelation 22:5 says, “There shall be no 

night there:  They need no lamp nor light of the sun, 

for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall 

reign forever and ever.” 

Description Of Heaven 

 Clearly, God has promised to give people the 

opportunity to live eternally with Him in Heaven. 

Now, as further proof that Heaven really does exist, 

the Bible describes this place for us. Consider a 

sample of how the Bible describes this truly 

magnificent place where God dwells and where we 

can live together with God one day. 

Romans 8:18 

 After saying that those who are Christians are 

children of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ who 

will be glorified with Christ – if they suffer with 

Christ (Romans 8:16-17), Paul says that the 

sufferings involved in living a Christian life will be 

well worth it! Romans 8:18 says, “For I consider that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 

be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 

in us.” 

 The grandeur of Heaven is such that even the 

most severe earthly punishments and sufferings are 

worth enduring in order to have Heaven as your 

eternal home! In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, Paul made it 

clear that the earthly sufferings he experienced while 

he was living were only “light” and momentary 

afflictions – when he compared them to the glory of 

eternity in Heaven! 2 Corinthians 11:22-33 helps us 

to understand what sorts of things were included in 
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this “light” and momentary affliction:  Shipwreck, 

perils of all sorts, beatings, hunger and thirst, 

sleeplessness, imprisonments, stoning, etc. Heaven is 

so great that it is worth enduring the worst physical 

punishments to inherit (even if it means dying for 

Christ)! 

 Those who live their lives for the Lord (even 

though it may result in suffering now) will 

experience “rest” throughout eternity! Revelation 

14:13 says, “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying 

to me, ‘Write:  “Blessed are the dead who die in the 

Lord from now on.”’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they 

may rest from their labors, and their works follow 

them.’” 

John 14:2-3 

 In John 14:2-3, Jesus said:  “In My Father's 

house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 

and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you 

may be also.” 

 As Jesus was preparing for His death and 

eventual ascension back into Heaven, He promised 

His disciples that He would return and bring them 

into the place He was soon going (Heaven). Consider 

what Jesus tells us about this place in this passage. 

 First, He tells us that Heaven is like dwelling 

in His Father’s house – one that has many 

“mansions” (or, dwelling places). Second, He tells us 

that those who are His disciples will have an 

opportunity to live in this place when He returns. 

Third, He tells us that Heaven is a place prepared by 

Himself for His people. Fourth, He tells us that we 

will be living in Heaven with Him. Just imagine the 

glory of being in the dwelling place of the Almighty 

God for all of eternity, which He has prepared for 

those who are His people! 

Matthew 25:46 

 In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus gives us a picture 

of what the Judgment Day will be like. In this 

passage, He tells of how He will separate all people 

who have ever lived like a shepherd divides His 

sheep from the goats. Those on His left hand 

represent those who were unfaithful to Him during 

their lives on the earth. Those on His right hand 

represent those who were faithful to Him during their 

lives on the earth. As He concludes this Judgment 

scene, He says, “And these will go away into 

everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life” (Matthew 25:46). 

 Therefore, the righteous (faithful) will be 

given “eternal life.” The Scriptures help us to see that 

this eternal life is in Heaven. Now consider what the 

phrase “eternal life” helps us to understand about 

Heaven.  

 First, it is life. Now, this cannot be physical 

life – because this Judgment takes place after death 

(Hebrews 9:27) and after this world is destroyed by 

fire (2 Peter 3:10-14). Instead, this is spiritual life! 

This “life” is contrasted with the spiritual “death” 

and “punishment” awaiting many in Hell (Matthew 

25:46; Revelation 21:8). Revelation 2:11 tells us that 

those who overcome and are faithful to the Lord until 

their physical deaths will “not be hurt by the second 

death.” Those who are faithful to the Lord will have 

spiritual “life” because they will forever be in the 

presence of God (the Giver and Sustainer of life), 

whereas those who are not faithful to the Lord will 

have spiritual “death” because they will forever be 

separated from the presence of this God! Second, 

notice that this life is eternal. So, this “life” that 

comes from being in the presence of God is never-

ending! 

1 Peter 1:3-5 

 In 1 Peter 1:3-9, Peter gives great 

encouragement to Christians who were going 

through difficult circumstances due to their faith in 

the Lord. Specifically, I want you to consider the 

“living hope” Peter describes in verses 3-5:  “Blessed 

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us 

again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 

incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade 

away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by 

the power of God through faith for salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time.” 

 First, notice that the “living hope” Peter 

describes is “reserved in heaven” for those who are 
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faithful to Him. Then, notice that Peter describes 

Heaven as an “inheritance.” Consider that an 

inheritance is something that someone gives to 

another (often to a relative). Similarly, the 

inheritance God will give to His children is this 

eternal home in Heaven.  

 But, unlike any earthly inheritance we may 

receive (that are temporary and perishable), the 

inheritance God will give to His children is an 

inheritance that is “incorruptible and undefiled and 

that does not fade away”! Just as God is eternal, the 

inheritance He will give to His children will last 

forever! This is why Jesus instructs us to store up 

treasures in Heaven instead of storing up treasures on 

earth during our lifetimes (see Matthew 6:19-21). 

Revelation 21-22 

 As I have already mentioned, the book of 

Revelation is a book of prophecy that uses vivid 

signs and symbols to convey its message. The 

primary message of the book is one that foretells the 

great suffering that early Christians would 

experience at the hand of the Roman Empire – and 

the great spiritual victory that those who are faithful 

to the Lord until death will experience. As the book 

closes in chapters 21 and 22, Heaven (the future 

home of the faithful) is described. Perhaps we learn 

more about this place in this passage than we do in 

any other one passage of Scripture. However, as you 

read these two chapters, remember that the language 

is symbolic – and must not be taken literally. 

 As you read these two chapters, you notice 

the beauty of Heaven that is described. As you 

consider these vivid symbolic descriptions, it is well 

identified as the “Paradise of God” in Revelation 2:7! 

Her beauty is described as the beauty of “a bride 

adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:2). Heaven 

is described in the text as:  Having the “glory of God” 

(21:11), having a light like a precious jasper stone 

that is clear as crystal (21:11), having a great and 

high wall with twelve gates and twelve angels at the 

gates (21:12), and having twelve foundations with 

the names of the twelve apostles on them (21:14). It 

is said to be laid out as a cube – 12,000 furlongs 

(about 1,500 miles) in each direction (length, width, 

and height) (21:16). The wall around the Heavenly 

city was measured to be 144 cubits high (about 218 

feet) (21:17). The wall is said to be constructed with 

jasper and the city was pure gold, like clear glass 

(21:18). Each of the twelve foundations of the wall 

are said to be made with a precious stone (i.e. jasper, 

sapphire, emerald, etc.) (21:19-20). The twelve gates 

are said each to be a pearl (21:21). The street in the 

city is said to be of pure gold, like transparent glass 

(21:21). While all of these descriptions are only 

figurative, they present a glorious picture to our 

minds of Heaven’s great beauty! 

 Not only will there be great beauty in 

Heaven, but, those who are in Heaven will not 

experience any sorrow, suffering, or death of any 

kind. Revelation 21:4 says, “And God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 

more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 

more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

 In addition to there being no sufferings in 

Heaven, there will also be no evil or sin. Revelation 

21:27 says, “But there shall by no means enter it 

anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a 

lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 

Book of Life.” All those who die in their sins will be 

“outside” the city (see Revelation 22:15). 

 All of these descriptions of Heaven are 

wonderful! However, as we have seen, the best part 

of Heaven is that God’s people will be with Him 

throughout eternity! Revelation 21:3 says that God 

will dwell with His people in this place. Revelation 

21:22-23 says that Heaven will need no temple 

because “the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 

its temple” – and that the city will have no need of 

sun or moon to shine because God’s glory will 

illuminate it! Additionally Revelation 22:1-5 

describes a pure river of water of life (clear as 

crystal) coming from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb and going through the city and watering the 

Tree of Life. 

Who Will Go To Heaven 

 Heaven is described in the Scriptures as being 

a beautiful place that is free from all pain, suffering, 

and death (Revelation 21-22). And, best of all, 
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Heaven is a place in which some will spend eternity 

with God (John 14:2-3)! But, who will go to Heaven? 

If you have a desire to spend your eternity in Heaven, 

you need to ask this question – and find the Bible 

answer. Let’s consider how the Bible answers this 

question. 

How to go to Heaven 

 There are really only two ways to go to 

Heaven. Either you must live a sinless life or you 

must be obedient to God’s plan of salvation (we’ll 

talk about each one momentarily). However, both of 

these two ways have the common denominator of 

sin! 

 Sin is what causes a separation between us 

and God. Consider what the Scriptures teach in 

Isaiah 59:1-2:  “Behold, the Lord's hand is not 

shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, 

That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have 

separated you from your God; And your sins have 

hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.” 

Since God is entirely holy (Revelation 4:8), our 

unrighteousness creates a spiritual separation 

between us and God.  

 1 John 1:5 informs us that “God is light and 

in Him is no darkness at all.” That is, God is 

completely pure and holy – and possesses zero 

amount of evil in Him! Therefore, 1 John 1:6-7 helps 

us to understand that we cannot walk in the ways of 

darkness (sin) and still be in fellowship with this pure 

and holy God! Remember, nothing evil will exist in 

Heaven (Revelation 21:27 and Revelation 22:14-15). 

So, we must either never sin or be forgiven of our 

sins to go to Heaven.  

The sinless will go to Heaven 

 Those who have never sinned have never 

separated themselves from God or earned the eternal 

punishment in Hell that is awaiting those who die in 

their sins! But, who has lived a sinless life?  

 The Scriptures clearly indicate that those who 

have not reached an age of personal accountability 

have not sinned. Regarding an age of personal 

accountability, I am simply referring to a point at 

which an individual knows right from wrong and has 

the mental ability to choose for himself/herself (see 

Deuteronomy 1:39). For instance, infants, young 

children, and some with mental handicaps have not 

reached an age of personal accountability. Therefore, 

they have not sinned against God. Other than these 

(and Jesus Christ, see Hebrews 4:15), everyone who 

has ever lived has committed sin. Thus, in Romans 

3:23, Paul states:  “for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God.”  

The obedient will go to Heaven 

 Those who have not sinned (i.e. infants, 

young children) will go to Heaven after they die. 

However, in order for those who have committed sin 

to go to Heaven, they were in need of God to save 

them from their sins. Thanks be to God that He has 

provided a sacrifice through which we can escape the 

punishment we deserve for sinning (eternal 

punishment in Hell) and receive eternal life in 

Heaven!  

 Jesus Christ gave Himself to be the sacrifice 

for the sins of the world! John 3:16 says, “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.” Thus, through Jesus’ 

sinless life on this earth, His death on the cross, His 

burial, and His resurrection, we can have our sins 

forgiven and have the hope of living in Heaven for 

all of eternity! Romans 6:23 helps us to understand 

how we have been saved from the consequences of 

our sins through Jesus Christ:  “For the wages of sin 

is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

 So, Jesus has died for the entire world 

(everyone who has ever lived or will ever live). Titus 

2:11 says that this grace (undeserved favor) of God 

(in giving us the opportunity to be saved from our 

sins and live eternally in Heaven) has appeared to all 

men! Yet, Jesus Himself taught that most people who 

live on this earth will not go to Heaven (Matthew 

7:13-14)! Therefore, we must conclude that God has 

required something from us in order to be saved by 

His grace!  

 The Scriptures are quite clear that this is the 

case. Consider what Hebrews 5:9 says:  “And having 

been perfected, He became the author of eternal 

salvation to all who obey Him.” Jesus Christ is the 
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“author of eternal salvation.” However, He will not 

automatically save everyone who has ever lived or 

will ever live. The passage clearly states that He is 

only the “author of eternal salvation to all who obey 

Him.” Therefore, we must keep God’s 

commandments (as revealed in the Bible) if we 

desire to have eternal life in Heaven!  

 What, then, must we do in order to be saved 

and live eternally with God in Heaven? Let’s briefly 

consider what God tells us to do in order to be saved. 

 (1) Hear His word. Romans 10:17 says, “So 

then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 

of God.” We simply cannot develop saving faith 

without hearing the word of God. We must hear 

about who God is, the nature of sin, the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ, and the gospel’s plan of salvation in 

order to be obedient to God and be saved! 

 (2) Believe. In John 8:24, Jesus said, 

“Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; 

for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in 

your sins.” We must believe in God and believe that 

Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God who lived on 

earth, gave His life on the cross, was buried in a 

tomb, and rose from the dead if we want to be saved. 

However, simply accepting these facts mentally is 

not enough! We must do the things God has 

commanded (see Matthew 7:21-23 and James 2:14-

26). 

 (3) Repent. Acts 17:30 says, “Truly, these 

times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

commands all men everywhere to repent.” 

Repentance is a change of mind regarding the sinful 

things you’ve done in the past – turning your life 

away from those things and turning to Jesus Christ. 

In repentance, you make the determination to live for 

the Lord and give up sinful things.  

 (4) Confess Jesus Christ. Romans 10:9-10 

says, “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 

Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 

heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation.” The 

confession that is required in order to be forgiven of 

your sins and become a Christian is not a confession 

of your sins. Instead, it is a confession of your faith 

in Jesus Christ (see Acts 8:37). 

 (5) Be baptized. In Mark 16:16, Jesus said, 

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but 

he who does not believe will be condemned.” Peter 

said baptism was for the remission of sins in Acts 

2:38. Peter wrote that baptism now saves us in 1 

Peter 3:20-21. Paul (then called Saul) was told to be 

baptized in order to have his sins washed away, in 

Acts 22:16. So, we must be baptized in order to be 

saved and have our sins forgiven. Then, also notice 

that baptism, according to the Bible, is only 

accomplished by full immersion in water (see Acts 

8:38-39, Romans 6:3-4, and Colossians 2:12). 

 (6) Remain faithful. Upon sincerely obeying 

these commandments, we have our sins forgiven, 

become Christians, and are added to Christ’s church 

(the collection of the saved). However, we are 

commanded to be “faithful until death” in order to 

have the “crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). 

Therefore, we must continue to keep God’s 

commandments throughout our lives in order to be 

saved eternally. 

Living With The Reality Of 

Heaven 

 Because God is a loving God, He has given 

all mankind the opportunity to be saved from their 

sins and live eternally in Heaven through Jesus Christ 

(Titus 2:11). However, in order to go to this beautiful 

Paradise in Heaven, you must live a faithful life of 

service to Jesus Christ. Those whose physical lives 

end while living in sin will be sentenced to 

everlasting punishment in Hell fire instead of being 

rewarded with eternal life in Heaven. So, please 

consider how you should respond to the reality of 

Heaven. 

Be thankful for your opportunity to go 

there 

 As we established earlier in this lesson, you 

have sinned (as long as you have reached the age of 

personal accountability). By yourself, you do not 

deserve to go to Heaven. Instead, you deserve eternal 

death (separation from God, see Romans 6:23). You 
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cannot even do enough good works to deserve a 

home in Heaven after you have sinned. Instead, you 

are completely dependent upon the grace of God to 

give you the opportunity to be saved (see Ephesians 

2:8-9). Now, you must not take this opportunity to be 

saved for granted. Be thankful for this opportunity 

and determine to live your life to take full advantage 

of it so that you can be saved! 

Eagerly desire to go there 

 Heaven is far better than anything this earthly 

life can provide. Even when life on this earth is the 

best that it can possibly be, there are still people 

dying, there are still people getting sick, there is still 

the knowledge that you will die, there are still 

injuries that happen, there are still people who hurt 

others in many different ways, and so many other 

things. Yet, none of this will happen in Heaven (see 

Revelation 21:4)! So, you should have a deep 

longing for Heaven while you live on this earth. For 

instance, 2 Peter 3:12 says that God’s people should 

be “looking for and hastening the coming of the day 

of God.” Verse 13 says that we “look for new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells.” Nothing on earth can compare with the joy 

and beauty of Heaven! 

Fully devote yourself to serving Jesus 

Christ 

 Recognizing your great opportunity to spend 

eternity with God in Heaven, you should completely 

devote yourself to serving God so that you will be 

given Heaven as your eternal home. In Matthew 

13:44, Jesus said, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like treasure hidden in a field which a man found and 

hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field.” At your opportunity to spend 

eternity in Heaven, you should determine to make 

every sacrifice necessary in order to be obedient to 

God (even if it means denying yourself of physical 

pleasures and desires)! For, if you miss Heaven, you 

will have missed it all! Jesus said, “For what profit is 

it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his 

own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for 

his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a Heaven! God lives in 

Heaven currently. And, He promises that those who 

will be obedient to Him will also live in Heaven for 

all of eternity. Heaven is a place that is so beautiful 

and magnificent that we (as human beings) cannot 

even begin to fully comprehend it. We must simply 

accept (by faith) what God has revealed about 

Heaven and make every sacrifice necessary in order 

to have Heaven as our eternal homes! But, will you 

choose to believe in Heaven so much that you will 

fully dedicate your life to serving God? 

Study Questions  

What are some beliefs about Heaven? 

 

 

 

1. The Bible Identifies Heaven As A Real Place 

How many “heavens” are there in the Bible? What 

are these? 

 

 

 

Does God promise that some will live in Heaven?  

 

 

 

2. Description Of Heaven 

How does Romans 8:18 describe Heaven? 
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How does John 14:2-3 describe Heaven? 

 

 

 

How does Matthew 25:46 describe Heaven? 

 

 

 

How does 1 Peter 1:3-5 describe Heaven? 

 

 

 

How does Revelation 21-22 describe Heaven? 

 

 

 

3. Who Will Go To Heaven 

How does sin impact one’s ability to go to Heaven?  

 

 

 

Why will the sinless go to Heaven? Who are sinless? 

 

 

 

How has God given sinners the opportunity to go to 

Heaven? What does He require people to do in order 

to go to Heaven? 

 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of Heaven 

 

 

 

Why should you be thankful for your opportunity to 

go to Heaven? 

 

 

Why should you eagerly desire to go to Heaven? 

 

 

Why should you fully devote your life to serving 

Jesus Christ? 
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Is There Really A 

Hell? 

  

 Is there really a Hell that people will be 

forced to live in after Jesus Christ returns? This is a 

question that must be answered by people who are 

contemplating what happens after their earthly lives 

are over. If there is no Hell or if only the worst of the 

worst sinners will go there, then it really does not 

make any difference whether you live a life of 

obedience to God or not. But, if there really is a Hell 

and if those who die while living in any kind of sin 

will go there, then you must decide whether you 

desire not to go to Hell enough that you will live 

entirely in God’s service. 

 There is some confusion that exists on the 

subject of Hell. First, there are those who simply 

deny that the Bible teaches a place of eternal 

punishment that is called “Hell.” To some of these 

individuals, Hell simply refers to the total destruction 

or complete annihilation that some people will 

experience. They claim that being cast into Hell 

refers to some being completely put out of existence. 

 Yet, as we will investigate further during this 

study, whatever the punishment of Hell consists of, 

it lasts just as long as the reward in Heaven. For 

instance, Matthew 25:46 records Jesus as saying, 

“And these will go away into everlasting 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Now, 

who is there who believes that those who have lived 

in such a way so as to receive the grace and mercy of 

God will only be rewarded for a brief instant? Will 

these be put out of conscious existence forever? Or, 

will there be a reward for them that never ends? You 

see, the same Greek word is used in this verse to 

describe both the punishment and the life. It refers to 

something that will never end – for the life and the 

punishment.  

 Second, there are many who object to such a 

place as Hell because they believe that a loving God 

could not condemn anyone to such a place. They 

recognize that God is a loving God who sacrificed 

Jesus Christ to save people from the punishment of 

Hell (see John 3:16). Surely, according to their 

thinking, such a God who is full of love would not 

possibly condemn anyone (except maybe the worst 

of the worst sinners) to a place of never-ending 

torment. They may even reason that there are varying 

degrees of sin and that “lesser” degrees of sin are not 

bad enough for a loving God to send people to Hell. 

 However, although God is a loving God, the 

Bible reveals that He is also a severe God who not 

only is capable of punishing all those who die in their 

sin – but promises to do so! For instance, Romans 

11:22 says, “Therefore consider the goodness and 

severity of God:  on those who fell, severity; but 

toward you, goodness if you continue in His 

goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” 

Hebrews 10:30-31 says, “For we know Him who 

said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the 

Lord. And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God.” God also declares that He is a “consuming 

fire” (Hebrews 12:29). 

 Third, there are some who conclude that there 

are different degrees of punishment that exist. So, 

according to this thinking, those who commit certain 

sins will receive less of a punishment than others. 

Therefore, not only must there be different degrees 

of punishment, but there must also be different 

degrees of sin. 

 Yet, the Bible teaches that the wages of sin is 

death (Romans 6:23). This is spiritual separation 

from God. Each and every sin makes this separation 

with God. There are no exceptions in which some 

sins do not make any separation from God. Now, in 

order for there to be differing degrees of punishment 

in Hell, there would have to be evidence that some 

sins make less of a separation from God than other 

ones. Some sins would have to be viewed as being 

more favorable to God than others. Yet, God does not 

identify some sins as being worse than others. 
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Instead, as Romans 1:18-32 indicates, sins like 

covetousness, envy, strife, pride, disobedience to 

parents, and failing to forgive are as deserving of 

death as idolatry, homosexuality, hating God, and 

murder! 

 Because of all this confusion in the world 

today and our own curiosity about the subject of Hell, 

many are left wondering, “Does a place called Hell 

really exist?” “If it does exist, what is it like?” “Can 

I avoid going to Hell?” “How can I avoid going to 

Hell?” 

 In this lesson, we want to consider some of 

what God has revealed about Hell in the pages of the 

Bible. We will be considering its reality as well as 

the description that is given of it. Then, we will 

consider who will be sentenced to spend eternity in 

Hell on the Judgment Day. And, we will consider 

what all of this means for how we should be living 

life on earth. 

The Bible Identifies Hell As A 

Real Place 

 God’s word is absolutely perfect and true (see 

Psalm 19:7). Therefore, as we look into the word of 

God (as revealed in the pages of the Bible), we can 

be assured of the fact that Hell is a real place. And, 

we can know that it is also a place that is prepared for 

real people to dwell there one day. 

Use of “hell” in the Bible 

 As you make your study of “hell” in the pages 

of the Bible, you will notice three Greek words (in 

the New Testament) to discuss the subject. However, 

without properly understanding these words, you can 

be led to false conclusions. So, let’s spend just a few 

moments focusing on each one of these words.  

 First, consider the Greek word that is only 

used one time. 2 Peter 2:4 says, “For if God did not 

spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to 

hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 

reserved for judgment.” The Greek is “Tartarus.” 

Most English translations of the Bible have 

translated this word as “hell.” But, since this is the 

only passage in the Scriptures that uses this Greek 

word, we are limited in our understanding of this 

place. This passage does, however, teach us that it is 

the place that holds the angels who have sinned 

against God. In this place, they are reserved for 

judgment. Then, as we will discuss later, at the time 

of the final Judgment, those angels who had 

committed sin will be sentenced to everlasting 

punishment in Hell (see Matthew 25:41). 

 Second, consider the Greek word “Hades.” 

Here is a word that gets confused with the place that 

the Bible calls “Hell” because of some unfortunate 

mistranslations. For instance, some have improperly 

concluded that Jesus spent time in Hell because of 

the translation of Acts 2:27. The New King James 

Version has properly translated the verse:  “For You 

will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow 

Your Holy One to see corruption.” This verse is used 

to speak concerning Jesus Christ – that He would not 

be left in Hades. Yet, the King James Version has 

translated this verse, “Because thou wilt not leave my 

soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 

to see corruption.”  

 As you do a study of this Greek word 

“Hades,” you will discover that it does not refer to 

the same place as Hell. For instance, continuing with 

our study of Acts 2:27, we should ask:  “Where did 

Jesus go whenever He died?” Clearly, He went to 

Hades. In Luke 23:43, we discover that Jesus went to 

a part of Hades that He could refer to as “Paradise.” 

Luke 16:19-31 also proves to be helpful in our study. 

In this passage, Jesus teaches that Hades is a spiritual 

waiting place. It is where the soul goes at the point of 

physical death. And, it will remain there until Jesus 

Christ returns. Then, those who are in Hades will be 

brought out for the final Judgment (see Revelation 

20:11-15). We should also note that there are two 

sections of Hades (as pictured in Luke 16:19-31). 

There is a section of torment and there is a section of 

comfort (or, Paradise). Whenever Jesus died, He 

went to this section of Paradise in Hades. 

 Third, consider the Greek word “Geenna.” 

For instance, consider that Jesus speaks of 

individuals who would be cast into “hell” in Matthew 

5:22 and 29 (also in Matthew 10:28 and Luke 12:5). 

Matthew 5:22 says, “But I say to you that whoever is 
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angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 

danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his 

brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But 

whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell 

fire.” Matthew 5:29 says, “If your right eye causes 

you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is 

more profitable for you that one of your members 

perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.” 

 Gehenna (or Geenna) originally referred to 

the valley of Hinnom. This was a valley that was just 

south of Jerusalem. This valley was notorious for 

being the place where all manner of filth and dead 

animals would be discarded – and burned. Therefore, 

this place would be known for its great stench and its 

continually burning fire – and known as a place of 

destruction and decay. This would have been a very 

vivid picture for those who heard Jesus speak this 

word.  

 But, Jesus’ use of this word clearly did not 

stop at a literal interpretation of the valley of 

Hinnom. He was teaching a much greater 

punishment than just concerning a literal fire in this 

valley south of Jerusalem. For instance, Matthew 

18:8-9 says, “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, 

cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to 

enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having 

two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting 

fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out 

and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into 

life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be 

cast into hell fire.” I want you to specifically notice 

the connection made in this passage between the 

“hell fire” (geenna fire) and the “everlasting fire.” 

So, the “hell” referred to by this Greek word is a 

place of everlasting torment. And, it is proper to 

conclude that this place is the place of eternal 

punishment that is referenced throughout the New 

Testament. 

Promises that some will be punished 

 The Bible is clear in promising that there will 

be some who will be punished. And, this punishment 

will be in a place that is depicted by fire. Consider a 

sample of just two passages that promise some will 

be punished. 

 First, consider Matthew 7:13-14. “Enter by 

the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 

way that leads to destruction, and there are many who 

go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult 

is the way which leads to life, and there are few who 

find it.” Please recognize that not only will some 

experience destruction, but many will experience 

such! 

 Second, consider Romans 2:5-11. “But in 

accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 

heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 

day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 

judgment of God, who ‘will render to each one 

according to his deeds’:  eternal life to those who by 

patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, 

honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-

seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation 

and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of 

the Jew first and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, 

and peace to everyone who works what is good, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no 

partiality with God.”  

 God will judge each person who has ever 

lived on this earth. And, you should notice that His 

Judgment will be entirely fair. He will simply reward 

or punish each one according to what he/she has done 

during his/her life on earth. But, you must recognize 

that there will be those who will experience the 

indignation and wrath of God, along with tribulation 

and anguish. The ones who will receive such (as we 

will see later in this lesson) are those who do not 

obey the truth and who do what is evil. 

Description Of Hell 

 Clearly, God has promised to punish people 

in Hell fire. Now, as further proof that Hell really 

does exist, the Bible describes the punishment that 

will be experienced in this place. Consider a sample 

of how the Bible describes this place of torment 

where many people will spend their eternities.  
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John 3:36 

 John 3:36 records this statement of truth:  “He 

who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he 

who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but 

the wrath of God abides on him.” 

 This passage does not mention Hell 

specifically. However, this passage clearly warns of 

some who will be punished. Some will have the 

“wrath of God” abide on them – rather than 

experience everlasting life. Whatever this 

punishment will be (which we will be exploring 

throughout this lesson), notice that it represents the 

vengeance of the Almighty God! 

 Allow your mind to contemplate the power of 

this great God. This is the God who was able to speak 

the world, the light, the plants, the birds, the animals, 

and all things into existence. This is the God who was 

able to create man from the dust of the ground and 

woman from the rib of the man. This is the God who 

caused the great Red Sea to be parted after bringing 

ten powerful plagues upon the Egyptians. This is the 

God who caused a great fish to swallow Jonah. This 

is the God who caused the earth to break open and 

swallow some rebellious people.  

 Oh, the great power of this God! Those who 

have obeyed His voice have always experienced the 

great blessings of His power. However, those who 

have not obeyed His voice have always experienced 

His great wrath. Furthermore, those who fail to listen 

to God will have the wrath of this Almighty God 

“abide” on them for all of eternity. Now, let’s 

consider what the Bible tells us about the punishment 

He has prepared for those who do not obey Him. 

Matthew 25:46 

 In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus gives us a picture 

of what the Judgment Day will be like. In this 

passage, He tells of how He will separate all people 

who have ever lived like a shepherd divides His 

sheep from the goats. Those on His left hand 

represent those who were unfaithful to Him during 

their lives on the earth. Those on His right hand 

represent those who were faithful to Him during their 

lives on the earth. As He concludes this Judgment 

scene, He says, “And these will go away into 

everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life” (Matthew 25:46). 

 Therefore, the unrighteous (unfaithful) will 

be given “everlasting punishment.” The Scriptures 

help us to see that this everlasting punishment is in 

Hell. Now consider what the phrase “everlasting 

punishment” helps us to understand about Hell.  

 First, it is punishment. By implication, then, 

whatever the nature of this punishment will be, it will 

not be pleasant. Second, notice that this punishment 

is “everlasting.” So, as we will continue to see how 

the Bible describes this place, it is important to 

understand that this punishment will be never-

ending! 

Matthew 25:30 

 As we continue to seek an understanding of 

what Hell will be like, consider how Jesus described 

the punishment that would be given to those who 

were unfaithful stewards, in Matthew 25:30:  “And 

cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. 

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 As Jesus concludes this parable about 

stewardship, Jesus taught that the one who would not 

be a faithful steward would be punished in this way. 

Notice the elements of this punishment. (1) It would 

be in a place of extreme darkness (“outer darkness”). 

(2) There will be great weeping. And, (3) there will 

be such extreme pain that people are pictured as 

gnashing (or grinding) their teeth. 

Mark 9:43-48 

 In Mark 9:43-48, Jesus warned about the 

great dangers of Hell. “If your hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life 

maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, 

into the fire that shall never be quenched—where 

‘Their worm does not die And the fire is not 

quenched.’ And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 

off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than 

having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that 

shall never be quenched—where ‘Their worm does 

not die And the fire is not quenched.’ And if your eye 

causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to 

enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than 

having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—where 
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‘Their worm does not die And the fire is not 

quenched.’” 

 Specifically notice what is said concerning 

Hell in this passage. First, notice that Jesus says the 

punishment in Hell will be worse punishment than 

physically maiming your own body. Second, 

consider that this passage presents Hell as being a 

place in which the fire will never be quenched. Third, 

notice that Hell is said to be a place where “their 

worm does not die.”  

 Regarding this worm, there is much that is 

speculated. However, I would suggest that this is 

figurative language that pictures the great destruction 

that will be present in Hell. Think about the fact that 

a worm feeds on that which has decayed – and that 

Jesus said this worm will not die (seeming to imply 

that this worm will always have destruction to feed 

on). Additionally, notice that Jesus said “their worm 

does not die.” So, each one who will experience the 

punishment in this place will experience this kind of 

destruction! 

Revelation 21:8 

 In Revelation 21:8, Hell is pictured:  “But the 

cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 

sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 

shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire 

and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

 First, Hell is pictured as being a lake that 

burns with fire and brimstone. So, those who will be 

punished eternally in Hell are graphically pictured as 

being dropped into the middle of a lake that is 

burning with fire! Second, this passage depicts Hell 

as being the “second death.” This is descriptive of 

eternal spiritual death, which is separation from God. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

 Finally, consider what 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

tells us about Hell:  “and to give you who are 

troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 

taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 

and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord 

and from the glory of His power.” 

 First, this passage again identifies the 

punishment that will be brought upon the disobedient 

as being the outpouring of God’s vengeance. Second, 

it is described as “everlasting destruction.” Third, 

this vengeance is described as being “in flaming 

fire.” Fourth, this everlasting destruction will be 

away “from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of His power.”  

 Of all the horrible aspects of Hell, this last 

one is the worst! Hell will be a place that is entirely 

separated from God! He will not be present in any 

way in Hell. There will be nothing that is godly about 

Hell. This is why this place is described as being the 

“second death” in Revelation 21:8. This also 

explains why Jesus will tell those going to this place 

to “depart” from Him (Matthew 7:23; Matthew 

25:41). 

 Who Will Go To Hell 

 Hell is described in the Scriptures as being a 

place of never-ending pain, anguish, and suffering. 

And, worst of all, Hell is a place in which some will 

spend eternity completely separated from God. But, 

who will go to Hell? If you have a desire to avoid 

spending your eternity in Hell, you need to ask this 

question – and find the Bible answer. Let’s consider 

how the Bible answers this question. 

How to go to Hell 

 God is perfectly holy (perfectly separated 

from everything that is evil). 1 John 1:5 says, “This 

is the message which we have heard from Him and 

declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no 

darkness at all.” In Revelation 4:8, God was praised 

by four living creatures, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, 

Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to 

come!” 

 Since God is entirely holy and pure, nothing 

that is evil/sinful can remain in fellowship with Him. 

1 John 1:6-7 (after declaring that God is entirely 

pure) says, “If we say that we have fellowship with 

Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 

the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
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blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin.” Similarly, Isaiah 59:1-2 says, “Behold, the 

Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor 

His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities 

have separated you from your God; And your sins 

have hidden His face from you, So that He will not 

hear.” Since God is entirely holy, our 

unrighteousness creates a spiritual separation 

between us and God. 

 This spiritual separation between us and God 

due to our sins is called a “death.” Please understand 

that “death” refers to a separation. Physical death is 

a separation of the body and the spirit (James 2:26) 

and spiritual death is a separation between us and 

God. So, Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” Therefore, if we are guilty of living in our 

sins during our lives, we will be “dead” while we are 

living (see 1 Timothy 5:6). 

 Physically dying while in sin is what results 

in eternal “death” (separation from God). While we 

live, we have opportunity (through Jesus Christ) to 

be forgiven of our sins and be saved. However, once 

we have died in our sins, there is no longer any 

opportunity to make corrections in our lives.  

 The Bible is very clear that those who die in 

their sin will experience this “second death” in Hell 

fire for all of eternity (Revelation 21:8). Consider the 

following passages: 

 Revelation 21:27 says nothing that “defiles,” 

“causes an abomination or a lie” will enter the 

Heavenly city; but, “only those who are written in the 

Lamb’s Book of Life” will enter. Revelation 22:14-

15 says that those who “do His commandments” will 

have the “right to the tree of life” and will “enter 

through the gates into the city.” But, “outside” of the 

Heavenly city will be those who died in sin (the 

“dogs, and sorcerers and sexually immoral and 

murders and idolaters, and whoever loves and 

practices a lie”). Matthew 13:40-42 reveals that, 

when Jesus returns, those who “practice lawlessness” 

(sin) will be “cast…into the furnace of fire” where 

there “will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” John 

3:36 says that those who believe in the Son have 

“everlasting life”; but that those who do not believe 

the Son “shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

abides” on them. Romans 1:18-32 indicates that the 

“wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (vs. 18) – 

and then identifies sinful activity that will be subject 

to the wrath of God. This includes:  Idolatry, 

homosexuality, fornication, covetousness, envy, 

pride, evil-mindedness, failing to forgive, failing to 

be trustworthy, disobedient to parents, etc. Verse 32 

says that those who “practice such things are 

deserving of death” – as are those who “approve of 

those who practice them.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

identifies some unrighteous activity that will result in 

individuals not inheriting the kingdom of God:  

Fornication, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, 

sodomy, theft, covetousness, drunkenness, reviling, 

and extortion. Galatians 5:19-21 demonstrates that 

those who practice the “works of the flesh…will not 

inherit the kingdom of God.” The works of the flesh 

are identified as:  “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 

dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, 

revelries, and the like.” 

The devil and his angels will go to Hell 

 As we consider the fact that those who go to 

Hell will go to Hell because of their sins, we must 

understand that the devil and his angels will spend 

their eternities in Hell. Jesus made it clear that this 

place of eternal punishment (Hell) was prepared for 

the devil and his angels (although those who follow 

the devil will also be given this same punishment in 

Hell fire). Matthew 25:41 says, “Then He will also 

say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you 

cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels.’” 

 Regarding the devil (Satan), the Bible teaches 

us plainly that Satan chose to sin against God. In 

John 8:44, Jesus said that the devil is a murderer and 

a liar. 1 John 3:8 says that the devil “has sinned from 

the beginning.” Therefore, Jesus says that He will 

spend eternity in Hell (Matthew 25:41). Revelation 

20:10 also demonstrates that Satan will spend 

eternity in Hell:  “The devil, who deceived them, was 

cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the 

beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever.” 
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 The Scriptures are also clear that the devil’s 

angels have sinned against God. 2 Peter 2:4 

references “the angels who sinned” being cast into 

Tartarus and delivered “into chains of darkness, to be 

reserved for judgment.” Jude 1:6 identifies angels 

“who did not keep their proper domain, but left their 

own abode” being “reserved in everlasting chains 

under darkness for the judgment of the great day.” 

Therefore, Jesus says that they will spend eternity in 

Hell fire (Matthew 25:41). 

The disobedient will go to Hell 

 While Jesus said that the everlasting 

punishment in Hell fire has been “prepared for the 

devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41), they will not 

be the only ones who will spend eternity there. 

Everyone who dies in sin will spend eternity in Hell 

(as we have seen demonstrated from numerous 

passages already). In fact, Matthew 25:41 even 

demonstrates this point. When Jesus separates the 

faithful from the unfaithful on the Day of Judgment, 

it is this group of unfaithful people Jesus says will be 

separated from Him and spend eternity in the 

“everlasting fire” that has been “prepared for the 

devil and his angels.” 

 Similarly, we have already considered 

Revelation 20:10, which pictured the devil being cast 

into the “lake of fire and brimstone” in which he will 

be “tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

However, the passages continues (in Revelation 

20:11-15) to demonstrate that those who did not obey 

the instructions of God during their lives will also be 

“cast into the lake of fire” (as these are the ones who 

do not have their names written in the Book of Life). 

 The Scriptures teach that there will be two 

groups of people who will be eternally punished in 

Hell fire. First, those who have sinned and have 

never been forgiven will spend eternity in Hell. That 

is, those individuals who have never become 

Christians by being obedient to the gospel’s plan of 

salvation will spend eternity in Hell. In order to 

become a Christian and be forgiven of your sins, the 

Bible teaches you must:  Hear God’s word (Romans 

10:17), believe (John 8:24), repent of your sins (Acts 

17:30-31), confess Christ (Romans 10:9-10), and be 

baptized (immersed, Romans 6:3-4) in water (Mark 

16:16; Acts 2:38). 

 Second, the Bible teaches that those who 

have (at one time) become Christians, but have not 

been faithful to God, will spend eternity in Hell. 

Galatians 5:4 clearly teaches that it is possible to fall 

from the grace of God and be lost. Hebrews 10:26-

39 also discusses the fact that individuals who have 

become Christians in the past can live so as to be 

eternally lost in Hell.  

 So, the Bible is clear:  Those who do not obey 

God and die in their sins will spend eternity in Hell. 

In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus says that it is not enough 

just to believe in Him or claim to follow Him. 

Instead, you must do the will of God. Otherwise He 

will declare to you, “I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you will practice lawlessness.” Similarly, 2 

Thessalonians 1:7-9 demonstrates that those who “do 

not know God” and those who “do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” are the ones who 

will experience the vengeance of the Almighty God 

and be “punished with everlasting destruction from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power.” 

Living With The Reality Of Hell 

 Because God is a severe God, He will 

sentence those who do not obey Him to everlasting 

punishment in Hell fire. But, God tells us that we do 

not have to spend eternity in this place. For, it is only 

those who refuse to believe in Jesus Christ and obey 

His commandments who will be sentenced to this 

place. Those who do believe and obey Him will be 

saved from the consequences of their sins. So, please 

consider how you should respond to the reality of 

Hell. 

Be thankful for your opportunity not to go 

there 

 Everyone who has committed sin deserves to 

spend eternity in Hell fire (Romans 6:23). And, we 

have all decided to live our lives to please ourselves 

rather than God. This has resulted in sin. And, sin 

separates us from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). So, there is 

not one person who has committed sin and has 

earned his/her salvation from sin. In fact, it is 
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impossible to earn your own salvation from sin and 

from the fires of Hell. Instead, it is only by the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ that any of us can be saved 

from eternity in Hell. Romans 5:9 says that it is 

through the blood of Jesus that we can be “justified” 

(made right in God’s sight) and “saved from wrath” 

(the wrath of God). Now, you must be thankful that 

God has loved you enough to die for you so that you 

do not have to spend your eternity in this terrible 

place of eternal torment – and make the most of your 

opportunity to be saved from it! 

Abhor what is evil 

 Sin is the cause for spending eternity in Hell 

fire. Therefore, rather than viewing sin as a forbidden 

pleasure that God is trying to keep you from 

enjoying, you should develop an entirely different 

view of sin. You should learn to view sin through the 

end result. So, even though you may desire to 

experience the temporary pleasure that sin offers to 

you, you must view that sinful thing through the 

perspective of eternal suffering in Hell fire! Then, 

whenever you learn to view sin in this way, you 

should develop a hatred and horror of sin. For 

instance, Romans 12:9 says to “Abhor what is evil” 

and “Cling to what is good.” Determine to get as far 

away from sin and evil as you can possibly get. Don’t 

play around with it in any way! 

Do everything you can to avoid it 

 Hell will not be enjoyable at all. It will be 

complete separation from God and everything that is 

good. It will be never-ending torment. But, through 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, you must recognize that 

you do not have to spend eternity in this place. You 

can choose to believe and obey Jesus Christ so as to 

be saved. So, what you do during your earthly life 

matters! Galatians 6:7-8 puts it this way:  “Do not be 

deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his 

flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who 

sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 

life.” If you live your life for your own earthly 

desires, you will experience the torments of Hell. 

But, if you dedicate your life entirely to God, you 

will experience eternal life in Heaven. Surely, Hell 

will be so terrible that you should determine to do 

everything you can possibly do not to go there – even 

if you must deny yourself of your own earthly 

desires, sacrifice your relationships, and even die for 

the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a Hell! It is a place that is 

prepared for the devil, his angels, and those who 

rebel against God with him. Hell is a place that will 

be so terrible that we cannot even begin to fully 

imagine the punishment that will be experienced 

there. But, we must simply accept (by faith) what 

God has revealed about Hell and make every 

sacrifice necessary in order to avoid spending 

eternity there! But, will you choose to believe in Hell 

so much that you will fully dedicate your earthly life 

to serving God? 

Study Questions  

What are some beliefs about Hell? 

 

 

1. The Bible Identifies Hell As A Real Place 

How does the Bible use the word “hell”? 

 

 

Does God promise that some will be punished? 

 

 

2. Description Of Hell 

How does John 3:36 describe Hell? 
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How does Matthew 25:46 describe Hell? 

 

 

How does Matthew 25:30 describe Hell? 

 

 

How does Mark 9:43-48 describe Hell? 

 

 

How does Revelation 21:8 describe Hell? 

 

 

How does 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 describe Hell? 

 

 

3. Who Will Go To Hell 

How does sin result in people going to Hell?  

 

 

Why will the devil and his angels spend eternity in 

Hell? 

 

 

Will the disobedient go to Hell? 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of Hell 

Why should you be thankful for your opportunity not 

to go to Hell? 

 

 

Why should you abhor what is evil? 

 

 

Why should you do everything you can to avoid 

Hell? 
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Is There Really A 

Devil? 

  

 Is there really a living being who is called 

“the devil” who is behind everything that is evil? 

This is an important question in light of the evil that 

exists in this world. If there was nothing evil that 

existed in this world, we would not have to look for 

an explanation about how evil came into existence in 

a world that has been created by a perfectly holy 

God. But, since there is evil that exists in the world, 

we must consider whether or not there is someone 

who is trying to get us to be involved in wickedness. 

 There is some confusion that exists on the 

subject of evil and the devil. Although everyone can 

observe that people act in ways that are evil toward 

others and there are bad things that happen to people, 

the explanations for the presence of this evil differ 

greatly. People want to know how God could have 

allowed the holocaust to happen, why He allows 

wars to be fought, why He allows our loved ones to 

get sick and die, why He allows us to get sick and 

die, etc. Yet, all of these questions are tied in with 

this question of, “Is there really a devil?” 

 For some, every evil thing is blamed on God. 

Mass shootings. Disease. Cancer. Accidents. Wars. 

You name it. If there is something bad that happens, 

some turn directly to God and question how He could 

have possibly let that happen. Then, these individuals 

often get angry with God and turn away from Him, 

refusing to follow a God who could have allowed 

them or others to experience that kind of suffering. 

 Yet, as we will see later in this lesson, God 

did not create this world to experience suffering. 

Instead, whenever God created this world (according 

to the Genesis record of creation), He created it 

completely free of evil and suffering. The man and 

woman He created were placed in the Garden of 

Eden (a true paradise on earth). However, it was only 

after one who is called “the devil” convinced them to 

disobey God that the world began experiencing evil, 

suffering, and death. 

 Still, some say that the devil is a figment of 

the imagination or a symbol for evil. They dismiss 

the devil’s reality entirely as the source of that which 

is evil in this world. Instead, the devil is often 

facetiously blamed for the evil decisions that people 

make (i.e. “the devil made me do it”).  

 Yet, as we will see later in this lesson, the 

Bible identifies and describes the devil as being quite 

real. He is one who walks and talks throughout the 

pages of the Bible. And, he is someone the writers of 

the Bible consistently warn us about, as they 

recognize the present danger that he poses to every 

person who is living on this earth.  

 Still other people attempt to explain evil and 

suffering through completely “natural” and physical 

causes. They reject the existence of God completely 

and, therefore, reject the Bible as the word of God. 

So, they can only explain evil and suffering in this 

world through the things that they can observe.  

 Yet, not only does this fail to ignore all of the 

evidence for God and the Bible as the word of God, 

but it also looks to the wrong sources for information 

about this great problem of evil and suffering. You 

see, the Bible gives very clear explanations about the 

presence of evil and suffering in this world. But, it is 

all tied back into spiritual forces (particularly the 

devil) at work in this world. And, if we want to have 

any understanding of the spiritual realm at all, we 

must look to the only true source of information that 

we have on the subject – the Bible. For, our physical 

senses can do very little to give us any kind of real 

understanding of the spiritual realm (including the 

devil). 

 So, there is a clear need for greater 

understanding on the subject of the devil. Certainly, 

those who deny his existence or marginalize his 

existence will not be prepared so as to defend against 

his attacks. But, in order to understand anything 

about the devil, we must look to the perfect word of 
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God that tells us all that we need to know about the 

devil’s reality – and how the devil impacts the evil 

and suffering that exists on this earth. 

 In this lesson, we want to investigate some of 

what God has told us about the reality of the devil. 

We want to consider how the devil could have 

possibly come into existence. Then, we want to 

evaluate the devil’s connection with the evil and 

suffering in this world. And, we will apply what we 

learn to our lives. 

The Bible Identifies The Devil 

As Being Real 

 The book that claims to be from God (the 

Bible) tells us that the devil (who is also called 

“Satan”) is real. In fact, not only does it tell us that 

Satan is real, but it also shows us that Satan is real. 

He is an unmistakable part of the Bible’s story. And, 

he continues to be a real threat today that must not be 

dismissed in any way. 

Consequences of dismissing Satan’s reality 

 As I have mentioned, there are many people 

who will dismiss Satan’s reality. Some consider the 

entire idea of Satan to be a make-believe story. 

Others consider Satan to be a symbol of that which 

is evil. Still others view Satan in a joking kind of way 

and see him as being someone to blame their errors 

on. And, there are some who intellectually believe 

that Satan is real, but they do not conduct their lives 

as if they have a real enemy who is trying to lure 

them away from serving God. 

 So, there are many different ways in which 

people have dismissed Satan’s reality. However, we 

need to consider that there are serious consequences 

if we do not act upon Satan’s reality. First, if an 

individual dismisses Satan’s reality, he/she will also 

dismiss the power of Satan’s influence and will 

easily be led captive by him. For instance, 2 Timothy 

2:24-26 speaks of the need for those who serve the 

Lord to teach the gospel of Christ to the lost because 

those who are lost have been caught in the “snare of 

the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his 

will.” Thus, there are many people who are caught in 

Satan’s traps and enslaved to him (just like a bird that 

is caught in a snare). But, they don’t even know it, 

because they dismiss the reality that there is someone 

who is trying to capture and enslave their souls to 

him! 

 Second, if an individual dismisses Satan’s 

reality, he/she will become a tool Satan will use to 

capture the souls of others. The Bible clearly teaches 

that Satan uses people to trap others. One excellent 

example can be seen in Matthew 16:21-23. In verse 

21, Jesus revealed to His disciples that He “must go 

to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 

raised the third day.” However (in verse 22), after 

hearing this, Peter took Jesus aside and began to 

rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this 

shall not happen to You!” Peter clearly recognized 

that Jesus could have been delivered from this 

suffering and death. Yet, according to verse 23, Jesus 

recognized Peter’s statement as a temptation. “But 

He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me Satan! 

You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of 

the things of God, but the things of men.’” In Peter’s 

statement, Satan was tempting Jesus not to fulfill the 

mission God had sent Him to accomplish. Now, 

please recognize that just as Satan used Peter, Satan 

can use other people today to tempt their friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, etc. Certainly, those who 

refuse to acknowledge Satan’s reality are easy targets 

for Satan to capture and then use to help him capture 

others. 

The Bible pictures Satan as being real 

 As you study the Scriptures, you must 

recognize that the Bible consistently pictures Satan 

as being real. Actually, you should recognize that the 

Bible pictures Satan as being just as real as God, 

Jesus, the Holy Spirit, angels, etc. Therefore, there is 

no acceptable basis for accepting the reality of any of 

these and rejecting the reality of Satan. Consider a 

few passages that depict the reality of Satan. 

 First, consider Satan’s reality in the Garden 

of Eden (read Genesis 3). In the Garden of Eden, a 

serpent is pictured as coming to Eve and tempting 

her. Although he is not identified as “Satan” in the 

text, other passages of Scripture identify him as “that 
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serpent of old” (see Revelation 12:9 and Revelation 

20:2). Thus, Satan actively lured Eve to partake of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which 

God had forbidden. Now, please consider:  Was Eve 

being lured away from God by a figment of her 

imagination? Was Satan just a symbol of evil or a 

make believe character Eve could blame her mistake 

on? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, the Bible 

pictures Satan as being real in Genesis 3. 

 Second, consider Satan’s reality in the story 

of Job (read Job 1-2). During the lifetime of a man 

named Job, “the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came 

among them” (Job 1:6). The following verses then 

record a conversation that was had between God and 

Satan – concerning Job. Job had been a very wealthy 

man. And, knowing this, Satan said that if God would 

stretch out His hand and take those things away from 

Job, then Job would curse God. Then, God granted 

Satan permission to take those things from Job. Now, 

please consider:  Was God having a conversation 

with a figment of His imagination? Was God 

conversing with a symbol of evil? Or, did Satan 

really exist? Certainly, the Bible pictures Satan as 

being real in Job 1-2. 

 Third, consider Satan’s reality in Jesus’ 

temptation (read Matthew 4:1-11). When Jesus had 

fasted for forty days and forty nights, “the tempter 

came to Him” (verse 3). Three specific temptations 

are recorded by the text. The first, Jesus was tempted 

to use His power to satisfy His physical hunger and 

prove Himself to be the Son of God (verses 3). The 

second, Jesus was taken into Jerusalem and sat upon 

the pinnacle of the temple and tempted to prove 

Himself to be the Son of God by jumping from it so 

that the angels would save Him (verses 5-6). The 

third, Jesus was shown all of the kingdoms of the 

world in a moment of time and offered to have them 

all if He would worship Satan (verses 8-9). Yet, in all 

of these temptations, Jesus answered with Scripture 

and resisted Satan (see verses 4, 7, and 10). In fact, 

in verse 10, Jesus told the tempter, “Away with you, 

Satan!” Now, please consider:  Was Jesus 

responding to a figment of His imagination? Was He 

responding to only a symbol of evil? Or, did Satan 

really exist? Certainly, the Bible pictures Satan as 

being real in Matthew 4:1-11. 

 Fourth, consider Satan’s reality in Jesus’ 

warning to Peter. In Luke 22:31-32, Jesus said to 

Peter, “Simon, Simon! Indeed Satan has asked for 

you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed 

for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you 

have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” This 

statement was in direct reference to Jesus foretelling 

the fact that Peter would deny Jesus three times (see 

verse 34). Consider that Satan had asked for Peter. 

This would seem to be similar to the circumstances 

involving Job that we considered earlier. Satan was 

going to put Peter’s faith to the test (compared to 

sifting him as wheat) to see if Peter would remain 

faithful to God or not. Now, please consider:  Was 

Jesus warning Peter about a figment of his 

imagination? Was Jesus warning Peter about a 

symbol of evil or about someone he could blame his 

mistakes on? Or, did Satan really exist? Certainly, 

the Bible pictures Satan as being real in Luke 22:31-

32. 

The Bible warns of Satan’s reality 

 Clearly, the Bible pictures Satan as being real 

and working to influence people to rebel against 

God. But, the Bible does not stop at just presenting 

pictures about Satan. Instead, it also presents 

statements of warning to you and to me that Satan 

continues to work in the world today and must be 

resisted. Certainly, if Satan was not real, we would 

not need to be warned in these ways. Consider the 

following passages. 

 Consider James 4:7. While writing to 

Christians, James said, “Therefore submit to God. 

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” So, these 

Christians needed to resist the devil so that he would 

flee from them. Consider the implications of this 

statement. First, this passage teaches that the devil is 

real. Certainly, you cannot resist something that is 

not real. Second, the fact that the devil can flee from 

you implies that he can be near to you and works to 

influence you. Thus, even in this simple passage, the 

Bible clearly teaches that Satan is real – and that he 

must be resisted. 

 Consider 1 Peter 5:8-9. When Peter was 

writing to Christians, he said, “Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist 
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him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 

sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in 

the world.” These Christians needed to be in full 

control of their minds at all times and remain 

watchful. But why? Peter said it was because they 

had an enemy who was seeking to destroy them. This 

enemy was the devil (Satan). Peter said that Satan 

stalks people on this earth like a lion stalks its prey. 

Therefore, they needed to resist him and remain 

steadfast in the faith. Thus, Satan is pictured as being 

a real enemy who is actively working in this world to 

destroy each one of us. 

 Consider Ephesians 6:10-18. The apostle 

Paul encouraged those who were Christians to put on 

the whole armor of God. This was important so that 

they would “be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil” (verse 11). Later, Satan is pictured as hurling 

fiery darts at us. Therefore, God has provided armor 

for those who desire to overcome the attacks of 

Satan. This armor is identified as being truth, 

righteousness, the preparation of the gospel of peace, 

faith, salvation, and the word of God. Thus, Satan is 

pictured as being a real enemy who is trying to defeat 

us all in a spiritual war. In fact, he is so real that we 

need to put on the full set of armor that God has 

provided so that we can prevail against him. 

The Devil’s Origin 

 Since the Bible consistently pictures the devil 

as being real, the next logical question is:  Where did 

Satan come from? Is he a fallen angel? Did God 

create this very wicked being? There are many 

questions surrounding the origin of the one the 

Scriptures call “Satan.” Fortunately, the Bible does 

help us arrive at some definitive conclusions about 

Satan’s origin. Let’s investigate. 

Does it matter? 

 Before we specifically investigate the 

questions involving Satan’s origin, we need to 

consider whether the answer to this question even 

matters. For, as we will see, we do not have every 

piece of information that we would like to have 

concerning Satan. Yet, there have been many people 

who have developed sensational ideas about Satan 

and his origin based upon very little information that 

is actually presented in the pages of the Scriptures. 

So, we must consider whether Satan’s origin truly 

matters. 

 In some respects, Satan’s origin does not 

matter. For instance, regardless of how Satan came 

into being, the Scriptures repeatedly warn us about 

our adversary, the devil, who walks about like a 

roaring lion seeking someone to devour (see 1 Peter 

5:8-9). This great enemy must be resisted because he 

wants to destroy us spiritually. These things remain 

true regardless of how Satan came into being. 

Therefore, our responsibility toward Satan is the 

same no matter how he came into being. 

 But, in some respects, Satan’s origin does 

matter. For instance, there are some definite 

conclusions that we can and should reach concerning 

his origin. Particularly, it is essential to recognize 

that Satan is a created being. If he was not created 

(i.e. if he was eternal), this would put him on the 

same level as God in that respect. Certainly, this kind 

of belief would have significant consequences as to 

whether we could overcome Satan’s temptations or 

not. Furthermore, if Satan is a created being, we need 

to consider whether God is responsible for creating 

evil. If He is, this also has a significant impact on 

how we view sin, evil, and suffering in this world – 

and whether or not we are responsible for our own 

sin. 

A fallen angel? 

 Perhaps the most common explanation about 

Satan’s origin is that he is a fallen angel. It is 

commonly believed that Satan (commonly called 

“Lucifer”) was a very powerful angel who rebelled 

against God in Heaven and was, consequently, cast 

from Heaven. Typically, this story (or a similar one) 

is presented as being entirely factual. However, 

please consider the following passages and examine 

for yourself whether the Scriptures present this as 

absolutely factual information about Satan. 

 First, consider Isaiah 14:12-14. The passage 

references one who is called “Lucifer.” It says that 

“Lucifer” had “fallen from heaven,” being “cut down 

to the ground.” Furthermore, he is said to have 
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“weakened the nations” and determined to ascend 

into Heaven and exalt his throne “above the stars of 

God.” Yet, because he attempted to exalt himself to 

“be like the Most High,” he would be “brought down 

to Sheol” and to “the lowest depths of the Pit.”  

 Yet, the problem is that this passage never 

mentions Satan. Although Satan has often been 

forced into this passage, an individual must ignore 

the actual context in order to arrive at this conclusion. 

In fact, even the name “Lucifer” has been widely 

interpreted to mean “Satan” because of the 

misapplications from this passage. Nowhere in 

Scripture does the Bible refer to Satan in this way. In 

fact, the term “Lucifer” was a Latin word that meant 

“light-bearing” and was applied to the planet Venus 

when it appeared as a morning star. Then, instead of 

applying this term to Satan, Isaiah was referring (in 

vivid language) to the fall of the Babylonian 

kingdom and the king of Babylon. This is the entire 

context of Isaiah 14. Now, why would Isaiah insert a 

random section in this context to teach about the 

origin of Satan? The fact is that he did not do so – as 

there is nothing in the text that suggests such a 

transition from the fall of the Babylonian kingdom.  

 Second, consider Ezekiel 28:12-16. The text 

references one who was in the Garden of Eden, with 

every precious stone as a covering. He is pictured as 

being “the anointed cherub who covers” and being 

perfect from the day he was created – until sin was 

found in him. He became filled with violence and 

was, therefore, cast out by God from His mountain 

“as a profane thing.” 

 Again, this passage is commonly believed to 

be a reference to Satan once being pure while living 

in Heaven, sinning against God, and being cast out 

of Heaven. Yet, this passage identifies who the 

subject is – and it is not Satan! Instead, this passage 

says that the Lord was speaking about “the king of 

Tyre” (verse 12). Both Ezekiel 28:1-10 and Ezekiel 

28:11-19 contain similar messages about this king. 

And, sarcastic language is used in both of these 

passages – indicating that this king really thought he 

was something. But, God would bring him low! 

Simply put, this passage has to do with the king of 

Tyre – and has nothing to do with Satan! 

 Third, consider Luke 10:18. The passage 

records Jesus as saying to the seventy who had been 

sent out and returned, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 

from heaven.” This statement, when separated from 

its context, appears that Jesus is confirming part of 

the story that Satan was cast out of Heaven.  

 However, this is not so conclusive whenever 

you consider Jesus’ statement in its proper context. 

In context, the seventy Jesus had sent out “returned 

with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject 

to us in Your name’” (verse 17). Verse 18 is Jesus’ 

response to this statement. Then, in verses 19-20, 

Jesus continued to talk about the power and authority 

they had been given over the enemy and the fact that 

their names were written in Heaven. Therefore, 

Jesus’ statement in verse 18 is one of victory over 

Satan. Although this passage may provide evidence 

that Satan was once in Heaven, in context, it could 

simply refer to this victory over Satan (which Jesus 

had been accomplishing Himself, see Luke 11:14-

23), as symbolic language of Satan’s defeat.  

 Fourth, consider Revelation 12:7-9. This 

passage pictures a war that broke out in Heaven 

between Michael and his angels, and the dragon 

(Satan) and his angels. When they fought, the 

passage states that Satan and his angels “did not 

prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any 

longer.” Instead, the dragon was cast out and he has 

great wrath that would be demonstrated toward the 

inhabitants of the earth. 

 Once again, this passage is commonly said to 

describe the story previously identified concerning 

Satan’s fall. However, this is only the conclusion 

whenever John’s revelation is taken literally (and 

even this interpretation has problems). Instead, the 

student of the book of Revelation must recognize that 

the book contains a great deal of symbolic and 

apocalyptic language which must not be interpreted 

literally. Any attempt to take the book of Revelation 

literal will encounter many problems and will fail to 

understand the book properly. Please note that this 

passage does not identify this war as occurring prior 

to the time man was in the Garden of Eden. Instead, 

notice that the victory was “by the blood of the 

Lamb” (verse 11). Therefore, in context, this passage 

depicts a war that Satan was fighting with God and 

God’s people through the Roman Empire at that time 
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(which was engaged in widespread persecution of the 

church). Those Christians who died under Roman 

persecution would be saved by the blood of Jesus and 

those who remained alive were to recognize that the 

devil had great wrath. Ultimately, the picture of this 

passage is that God is victorious over Satan. 

Things we know for certain about the 

devil’s origin 

 Is there anything that we can know for certain 

about Satan’s origins if these passages have often 

been misinterpreted and misapplied? Yes! Actually, 

there are some facts that we must understand 

properly. 

 First, Satan is a created being. God represents 

the only one who has not been created. [Note that this 

includes the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.] 

Psalm 90:2, for instance, says that before the 

mountains, earth, or world was made, God was God 

– “from everlasting to everlasting.” Revelation 4:8 

says that God was, is, and will always be. But, this 

same thing is never said or implied about Satan. 

Instead, Satan was created by God – along with every 

other thing that was created (see Colossians 1:15-

17). Therefore, since God is eternal and Satan is 

created, God is greater than Satan. 

 Second, Satan is a spiritual being. Satan is not 

a being who is physical in nature. Instead, Satan is 

spiritual in nature. This is how Satan can exist for 

such a long period of time. The Scriptures force us to 

this conclusion. However, the Bible does not 

definitively say whether Satan is an angel or some 

other kind of spiritual being (as there are a variety of 

spiritual beings, see Revelation 4:6-8 as an example).  

 Third, Satan was created to possess free will. 

How could a perfectly holy God possibly create 

Satan? The answer lies in the fact that God created 

Satan as a spiritual being who was (at one time) 

innocent and pure. But, God created him with free 

will. This is the same way that God has created 

mankind. However, the Scriptures plainly teach that 

spiritual beings (generally) can exercise their free 

will and sin against God (see 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6 

regarding angels who sinned against God). Likewise, 

the Scriptures teach that Satan chose to sin against 

God (1 John 3:8; John 8:44; 1 Timothy 3:6). Thus, 

God did not create Satan’s wickedness. Satan 

himself is responsible! 

How The Devil Is Connected 

With Everything Evil 

 The fact is that God is entirely pure and 

righteous. He is not responsible for anything that is 

evil. James 1:13 says that “God cannot be tempted by 

evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” Instead, it 

is the devil who is called the “ruler” of this world and 

the “god” of this age (see John 14:30 and 2 

Corinthians 4:4). While the devil does not have more 

authority or power than God, these passages do 

illustrate how most people in this world have chosen 

to follow Satan’s ways rather than God’s. So, rather 

than attributing all evil and suffering to God, the 

Bible points to Satan as the one who has brought such 

into the world. For instance, Jesus told some people 

in John 8 that they were of their “father, the devil” 

because they wanted to do the desires of their father. 

He said that the devil “was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 

there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 

speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the 

father of it” (verse 44). Now, let’s see the connection 

between the devil and the evil and suffering that exist 

in this world. 

The Garden of Eden 

 As I have already mentioned, when God 

created the world and mankind, He placed Adam and 

Eve in the Garden of Eden. This was a true paradise 

on earth. At this point, there was no death or 

suffering that existed on this earth. And, there was no 

sin that mankind had ever committed.  

 But, God gave Adam and Eve two things. 

First, He gave them free will so that they could 

choose to either listen to Him or disobey Him. The 

choice was theirs to make. Second, God gave Adam 

and Eve a law to live by. God’s law was this:  “Of 

every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
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surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17). The choice was theirs 

– either to obey this law or to disobey it. Yet, you 

should notice that death would only be present if they 

did not obey this law from God. 

 Then, the Bible introduces us to the devil. 

Genesis 3:1 says, “Now the serpent was more 

cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord 

God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God 

indeed said, “You shall not eat of every tree of the 

garden”?’” The devil, using the serpent, had now 

begun tempting Eve. Although Eve knew the law 

God had given them and the consequence of breaking 

that law (see verses 2 and 3), the serpent told her, 

“You will not surely die. For God knows that in the 

day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil” (verses 4 

and 5). Then, she decided to listen to the devil and 

eat the forbidden fruit rather than listen to God – and 

give it to her husband, who also ate of it (verse 6). 

 This combination of the devil’s temptation 

and the free exercise of Adam and Eve’s will to 

disobey God had serious consequences. Not only had 

mankind just done the first thing that was evil on 

earth, but there would be suffering and physical 

death that would result (see Genesis 3:16-24). And, 

not only was there physical death that entered the 

world, but spiritual death (separation from God) also 

happened the moment that they committed sin. From 

this point forward, the Bible continues to describe 

evil and suffering as part of mankind’s existence on 

this earth. 

How the devil works today 

 Physical death and suffering continue to exist 

today because of that series of events that transpired 

in the Garden of Eden. But, even more seriously, the 

Bible describes that Satan continues to work in the 

world today so that you will sin against God by 

refusing to obey Him. This will result in your 

spiritual death and your eternal condemnation with 

the devil to the fires of Hell (see Matthew 25:41, 2 

Thessalonians 1:8-9, and Revelation 21:8). 

 The devil is attempting to accomplish this by 

tempting you in the same ways that he tempted Eve. 

He is a great deceiver and liar (remember what Jesus 

said about him in John 8:44). He wants you to believe 

that it is okay to fulfill your own pleasures and 

desires rather than listen to God. He is trying to 

distract you in any way he possibly can so that you 

will not obey God’s way of truth. 

 James 1:14-15 describes the temptation 

process. “But each one is tempted when he is drawn 

away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when 

desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 

when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” Like he did 

with Eve, Satan tempts you to please yourself – even 

if it means that you fail to obey God. Then, whenever 

you give in to this temptation and act accordingly, 

you commit sin. And, sin results in your spiritual 

death. 

Living With The Reality Of The 

Devil 

 Because there really is a spiritual being who 

is called “the devil” and “Satan,” you must live every 

day of your life on this earth properly responding to 

this great threat. As long as you choose to deny his 

existence, he will be victorious over you and you will 

be used by him to defeat others. However, it is only 

when you face his reality that you can begin taking 

steps to be victorious over him. So, please consider 

how you should respond to the reality of the devil. 

View him as a real enemy 

 The devil is not your friend. He is your 

greatest enemy. He never works for your good or 

betterment. And, although you may experience some 

temporary pleasure by giving in to his temptations, 

you will always suffer consequences for doing so. As 

we considered previously, 1 Peter 5:8 identifies the 

devil as “your adversary.” That is, he is your 

opponent. He stands in opposition to the good things 

you should be committed to accomplishing in your 

life on this earth. Then, his opposition to you is 

pictured as him walking about “like a roaring lion, 

seeking whom he may devour.” So, you must choose 

to view this fierce enemy as being real rather than 

imaginary! 
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Protect yourself against him 

 The devil is a fierce opponent in your life. 

But, God does not leave you unprotected against him. 

Instead, God has told you everything that you need 

to know in order to be victorious against his attacks. 

Once again, Ephesians 6:10-18 pictures Satan as 

hurling fiery darts at you with the intent to destroy 

you spiritually. But, God says that if you put on the 

entire armor He has provided, you will be able to 

withstand the devil’s attacks. This armor is all 

spiritual in nature (as it is a spiritual battle). So, you 

must conscientiously put on God’s truth, 

righteousness, the preparation of the gospel of peace, 

faith, salvation, and the word of God. If you have not 

done this, you have left yourself unprotected against 

this fierce enemy. And, you must recognize that each 

piece of this armor must be put on every single day 

(not just at one point in your life). 

Resist him 

 Having put on all the armor that God gives 

you to overcome the devil, you must determine to 

resist his temptations. 1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “No 

temptation has overtaken you except such as is 

common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 

but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape, that you may be able to bear it.” Since you 

can overcome Satan’s temptations, you must simply 

resist every attempt that he makes to deceive you and 

pull you away from God! If you do, he will flee from 

you (James 4:7). You do this, in part, by being sober-

minded, being watchful, telling him “no” whenever 

he tempts you, and remaining steadfast in your faith 

(see 1 Peter 5:8-9). 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a devil! He is spiritual in 

nature and wages a spiritual war against each and 

every person on this earth. He is the one who is 

responsible for all the evil and suffering that exists 

on this earth. And, he is trying to destroy you 

spiritually. But, will you choose to believe in the 

Bible’s teachings about the devil so much that you 

will devote yourself to watching out for his 

temptations and resisting him at every point in your 

life? 

Study Questions  

What are some views of the devil? 

 

 

1. The Bible Identifies The Devil As Being Real 

What are some consequences of dismissing Satan’s 

reality? 

 

 

How does the Bible picture Satan as being real? 

 

 

How does the Bible warn about Satan’s reality? 

 

 

2. The Devil’s Origin 

Does the devil’s origin matter? 

 

 

Is Satan a fallen angel? 

 

 

What can you know for certain about the devil’s 

origin? 

 

 

3. How The Devil Is Connected With Everything 

Evil 
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How did Satan bring about evil in the Garden of 

Eden? 

 

 

How does the devil work today? 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of The Devil 

Why should you view the devil as a real enemy? 

 

 

Why should you protect yourself against the devil? 

 

 

Why should you resist the devil? 
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Is There Really A 

Way To Be 

Saved? 

 Is there really a way that God has provided 

for people who have committed sin to be saved from 

eternal punishment in Hell fire? This is a question 

that must be answered in order to have any kind of 

hope while you live on this earth. For, without a way 

to be saved from the consequences of sin, then we 

would all be headed for an eternity of absolute 

torment – because we have all sinned. Life would be 

truly dreadful and the absolute best that it will ever 

get for any of us. Then, if there really was no hope of 

being saved from our sins, we might as well live 

every moment clinging to our earthly lives and doing 

whatever pleases ourselves. However, if there is a 

way that God has provided for people to be saved 

from the consequences of their sins, then this offers 

true hope and completely changes the way we will 

live our lives. 

 You see, the problem that everyone who has 

reached the age of moral accountability must face is 

sin. The Bible is quite clear in teaching us that “all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Romans 3:23). “Sin” refers to violating the law of 

God. For instance, 1 John 3:4 says, “Whoever 

commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 

lawlessness.” So, sin is acting without or contrary to 

the law of God. 

 James 1:14-15 explains the entire process of 

sin. “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away 

by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire 

has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it 

is full-grown, brings forth death.” Satan tempts us by 

appealing to our earthly desires. He tries to entice us 

with these desires to do something that is contrary to 

the law of God. He wants us to choose to please 

ourselves rather than please and listen to God. Then, 

whenever we act upon those desires in a way that is 

contrary to God’s laws, desire conceives and gives 

birth to sin. That is, sin is the result. Then, the result 

of sin is spiritual death. 

 Spiritual death is the separation between a 

person and God. It is in this way that an individual 

can be dead while physically alive (see 1 Timothy 

5:6). This means that an individual lives his/her 

earthly life while separated from all of the spiritual 

blessings that God provides. Then, this ultimately 

means that we are headed for eternity in Hell fire. 

Revelation 21:8 describes this as the “second death.” 

“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 

and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 

burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.”  

 Then, you need to recognize that this eternal 

separation from God in Hell is what you deserve (and 

what we all deserve) for sinning against God. It is 

what we have earned. Romans 6:23 says, “For the 

wages of sin is death….” So, there is no one can you 

can rightly blame for your separation from God and 

eternal torment in Hell besides yourself. You are the 

one who has decided to rebel against the law of God 

and live to please yourself. Therefore, you have 

brought on yourself the eternal consequences of that 

decision (or, those decisions). 

 But, there is good news! Thankfully, Romans 

6:23 does not end there. Instead, the full verse says, 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God has 

provided the gift of eternal life! This is not something 

that anyone can earn. Instead, eternal life in Heaven 

has been made available through the love, grace, and 

mercy of God (see Ephesians 2:1-10). And, it is only 

available in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 This is the greatest news that mankind has 

ever heard or will ever hear! And, there is only one 

place that you can hear this “good news”:  The gospel 

of Jesus Christ. In fact, the word “gospel” means 

“good news.” This is the message of the New 
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Testament. The gospel of Jesus Christ contains all of 

the information about Jesus Christ, as well as all of 

the teachings of Jesus and those who were inspired 

of the Holy Spirit (who was sent by Jesus). 

 Listen to the significance of the gospel’s 

message, as explained in Romans 1:16:  “For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 

power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 

This message is being used by God to save people 

from their sins! For, it is the only message that exists 

powerful enough to convict people of their sins, 

describe the opportunity God has given through 

Jesus Christ to be saved eternally, and convince 

people to turn their lives away from sin and serve the 

Lord! 

 With such a great opportunity of salvation 

that has been placed before each and every one of us, 

we should not be left feeling hopeless (unless, of 

course, we choose to reject that saving message). 

Instead, we should focus on learning and obeying the 

way of salvation that God has provided. For, it is the 

only opportunity that any of us have to be saved 

eternally and it tells us of the greatest sacrifice that 

mankind has ever known. 

 In this lesson, we want to consider some 

basics of what God has done to save you and sinners 

like you from eternal torment in Hell. We will also 

be considering what the gospel offers to you, should 

you decide to accept its offer. Then, we will consider 

what the gospel of Jesus Christ requires of you in 

order to accept its offer of salvation. And, we will 

consider what all of this means for how you should 

live your life on earth. 

The Gospel Centers Around 

Jesus Christ 

 The gospel of Jesus Christ is good news. And, 

this good news centers around Jesus Christ. Without 

Him, there would be no good news. For instance, 

whenever Jesus’ birth was announced, an angel said, 

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For 

there is born to you this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). Let’s 

consider some of the elements about Jesus’ life, 

death, burial, and resurrection that would result in 

such great news. 

His life 

 Jesus did not just come into existence 

whenever He was born on this earth. Instead, Jesus 

possesses all of the nature of being God (see John 

1:1-3). He is eternal and was with the Father in 

Heaven. This makes Jesus’ earthly life even more 

significant. Since He possesses the full nature of 

being God, Jesus Christ was God living as man (see 

Matthew 1:23). 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, “For you 

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 

you through His poverty might become rich.” He 

willingly chose to leave Heaven (which is the place 

we should all long to go) and come to earth in order 

to experience all that we will now begin to discuss.  

 Jesus Christ was miraculously born of a 

virgin (see Matthew 1:23-25), in fulfillment of the 

prophecy made concerning Him. And, throughout 

His life on this earth, He fulfilled roughly 300 Old 

Testament prophecies. All of this demonstrated that 

He really was the Savior God had promised to send 

into this world.  

 While Jesus was on this earth, He was 

entirely focused on the mission His Heavenly Father 

had sent Him to accomplish. You see, God had a plan 

for saving mankind in His mind from eternity. This 

plan would be accomplished through Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 3:11 references this as the “eternal 

purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 Jesus’ work on this earth was focused on 

accomplishing this mission. This included fulfilling 

the Law of Moses and the prophecies that had been 

made concerning the Messiah. For instance, Jesus 

said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or 

the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill” 

(Matthew 5:17). As He walked on this earth, Jesus 

was involved in preaching the coming of His 

kingdom. In doing so, He was laying the groundwork 

for His new law that would be established after His 
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death. He spoke about the opportunity that people 

would have to be part of the kingdom of Heaven (the 

church). In Luke 9:27, Jesus said, “But I tell you 

truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste 

death till they see the kingdom of God.” And, Jesus 

was focused on His mission of seeking and saving 

the lost. Luke 19:10 says, “for the Son of Man has 

come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Jesus 

lived His life so that He would be the perfect sacrifice 

for sin. 

 As Jesus lived on the earth, He performed 

many signs and miracles for the people so that they 

would know He really was the Son of God – and not 

just a man who was claiming to be the Savior of the 

world. John 20:30-31 says, “And truly Jesus did 

many other signs in the presence of His disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life 

in His name.” 

 Jesus never wavered from the mission of God 

during His life on this earth. Although He was 

tempted in all of the same ways that we are tempted, 

Jesus never sinned (Hebrews 4:15). One recorded 

instance of Jesus being tempted is in Matthew 4:1-

11. This text records Jesus being tempted three times 

by the devil. But, although Jesus could have chosen 

to fulfill His own physical desires rather than God’s, 

He chose to serve God and resist temptation. In doing 

this, Jesus could be the perfect sacrifice for the sins 

of the world. 

His death 

 While Jesus lived on this earth, many people 

hated Him. They hated Him because of who He 

claimed to be and because Jesus’ perfect life exposed 

their own sinfulness. Yet, Jesus came to this earth 

knowing that He would be hated by the majority of 

the people here. He knew that He was coming to 

earth to sacrifice His life for the sins of the world. 

For instance, Jesus was even able to tell His 

followers that He would “suffer many things from 

the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and be raised the third day” (Matthew 16:21). But, 

He came anyways! 

 Whenever Jesus knew that the time of His 

death was drawing near, Jesus prayed to His Father 

in the Garden of Gethsemane. During this time, He 

was in great agony. He prayed, “Father, if it is Your 

will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not 

my will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus did 

not want to suffer all that He knew was awaiting 

Him. But, He was determined to fulfill the Father’s 

will. If there would be no other way to accomplish 

God’s plan of salvation, Jesus would willingly 

endure what He knew awaited Him.  

 There was no other way. Upon rising from 

prayer, one of Jesus’ own apostles (a man named 

Judas Iscariot) came with the enemies of Jesus and 

betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver by identifying 

Jesus with a kiss. After this, Jesus was arrested. A bit 

later, another one of Jesus’ apostles denied any 

knowledge of or association with Jesus Christ on 

three occasions. In fact, all of Jesus’ disciples 

forsook Him and fled when He was arrested. 

 Those who sought to put Jesus to death put 

on a rigged trial in which they even sought false 

accusers against Jesus. After all, Jesus had not done 

anything wrong. So, they could only put Him to 

death based on false charges. The Jews demanded 

that Jesus be crucified whenever Jesus stood trial 

before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. The 

people were even willing to release a known murder 

in order to have Jesus crucified. 

 In addition to this, Jesus was mocked, 

blasphemed, beaten, spat on, and scourged. 

Specifically, the Roman practice of scourging was 

brutal. Often, the prisoner would not even live 

through this punishment! The prisoner would be 

stripped of his clothing and stretched over a frame in 

order to make the process more painful. Then, he 

would be beaten with a whip that would often have 

pieces of bone or metal woven into it, which would 

tear at the flesh. 

 Then, after being severely beaten, Jesus was 

delivered over to be crucified. The books of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all record Jesus 

dying upon the cross. He was fastened to the cross by 

having nails driven through His hands and feet. 

There, Jesus suffered and hung upon the cross until 

He breathed His last. 
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His burial 

 Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross 

and placed in the tomb belonging to Joseph of 

Arimathea (see Matthew 27:57-60). A large stone 

was hewn out of the rock and rolled in front of the 

opening of the tomb. At this point in the narrative, 

you may even be asking, “Has Jesus and God been 

defeated?” 

 The Biblical record goes on to describe how 

that the Jews were afraid of Jesus’ body being stolen 

by His disciples since Jesus had said that He would 

rise from the dead on the third day. Therefore, the 

Jews asked the governor for guards to be placed at 

Jesus’ tomb. In response, Pilate instructed the Jews 

to make the tomb as secure as they knew how – 

sealing the stone and setting the guard. 

His resurrection 

 Matthew 28:1-10 describes the miraculous 

events of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. On the 

first day of the week (the third day), Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary came to Jesus’ tomb. Then, there 

was a great earthquake as an angel of the Lord 

descended from Heaven and rolled back the stone 

from the door and sat on it. The angel appeared like 

lightning, and his clothing was white as snow. The 

guards even shook for fear of him and they became 

like dead men. 

 Notice, then, what the angel informed the 

women (in Matthew 28:6):  “He is not here; for He is 

risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 

lay.” Consequently, they were to go and tell the 

disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead! As they 

went to tell the disciples, Jesus appeared to them. In 

fact, the risen Christ appeared to many. For instance, 

He appeared to all of the apostles and was even seen 

by over 500 people at once (see 1 Corinthians 15:3-

9). 

 After remaining on earth for a period of time, 

Acts 1:9-11 records that Jesus was taken up in a 

cloud out of sight into Heaven. Two men (probably 

two angels) promised that Jesus would come again in 

the same manner as those individuals had just 

witnessed Jesus go into Heaven. Today, Acts 2:29-

35 reveals that Jesus Christ is sitting at the “right 

hand of God” (a most honored position), awaiting the 

time of His return. 

What The Gospel Offers 

 Because of the life, death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, there is good news for 

you (and for all mankind). But, what exactly does the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ mean for you? What is it that 

God offers you because of Him? Let’s briefly 

consider. 

An opportunity to be forgiven 

 After you had committed sin, there was 

nothing that you could do in order to be forgiven of 

the sins that you had committed. You simply could 

not do enough good works to take away your past 

unrighteousness. But, through Jesus Christ, you have 

the opportunity to be forgiven of your sins. Romans 

5:8-9 says, “But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him.” 

 To be “justified” is to be just as if you had 

never committed sin. So, there is forgiveness of your 

past sins. 1 John 1:7 says that “the blood of Jesus 

Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” Now, 

having been given the opportunity to have all of your 

past sins washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ, 

you can be saved from the wrath that God has 

promised to show on those who do not obey Him (2 

Thessalonians 1:8-9)! You can now be saved from 

eternal torment in Hell fire – by the blood of Jesus 

Christ! 

An opportunity to be in Christ 

 When you were living in your sins, you were 

separated from God and all the spiritual blessings 

available through Him. You were without Christ, 

without hope, and without God (Ephesians 2:12). 

“But now in Christ you who once were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 

2:13). 
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 Ephesians 1:3 explains the significance of 

being “in Christ.” It says, “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

in Christ.” These spiritual blessings that are only 

found in Jesus Christ include the forgiveness of sins 

(Ephesians 1:7), peace with God (Romans 5:1), the 

adoption as sons of God (Ephesians 1:5), and eternal 

salvation (2 Timothy 2:10). 

An opportunity to live eternally 

 We have already seen that in Jesus Christ you 

have the opportunity to be saved from the wrath of 

God. Now, you must recognize that through Jesus 

Christ, not only can you avoid Hell, but you can 

actually live eternally in Heaven! This hope for 

eternal life through Jesus Christ is directly tied in 

with both His death and His resurrection. Consider 

Romans 5:9-11. “Much more then, having now been 

justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. For if when we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 

saved by His life. And not only that, but we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received the 

reconciliation.” 

 Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God 

would have been defeated. But, by God showing His 

power to raise Jesus from the dead He both forever 

demonstrated Jesus to be His Son and provided the 

victory over death. 1 Corinthians 15:16-19 explains 

how we would be hopeless without Jesus’ 

resurrection from the dead. “For if the dead do not 

rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, 

your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then 

also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men the most pitiable.”  

What The Gospel Requires 

 In everything God has done for us through 

Jesus Christ there are tremendous blessings and an 

opportunity to hope! But, although the salvation-

bringing grace of God has appeared (or, has been 

made available) to everyone (Titus 2:11), Jesus 

taught that not everyone would be saved. In fact, He 

taught that most people would be lost (Matthew 7:13-

14). So, by implication, there must be something 

required of each one of us in order to be saved and 

access the blessings of God’s grace and the gospel. 

Die with Christ 

 The message of the gospel tells you that Jesus 

Christ willingly gave His life on the cross for you – 

so that you could be saved from the eternal 

consequences of your sins. However, He did not do 

so in order for you to continue living in your sins! 

Instead, the Scriptures teach that Jesus Christ gave 

His life for you so that you would give your life to 

Him! Thus, the Scriptures discuss the importance of 

those who follow Christ to be crucified with Christ. 

 Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified 

with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.”  Similarly, Romans 6:1-4 says, 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin 

that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we 

who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not 

know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we 

were buried with Him through baptism into death, 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life.” 

 But, how do we die with Christ and live for 

Him? The answer to this is found through obeying 

the gospel’s plan of salvation. Before we consider 

what it is (specifically) God has commanded of you 

in order to be saved from your sins and have 

everlasting life in Heaven, please realize that God 

has required you to obey Him. As we consider these 

passages, please recognize the fact that God requires 

more of you than just mentally accepting Jesus as 

Christ and Savior. 

 In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus taught that there 

would be many people on the Day of Judgment who 

would profess to be followers of His. They will say 

that they believed in Him and that they had even done 
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many wonderful works in His name. However, Jesus 

will sentence them to eternal punishment in Hell 

because they had not been obedient to the will of 

God. Also, in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9, Paul states that 

those who do not know God and those who do not 

obey the gospel of Jesus Christ will be punished with 

everlasting destruction and experience the wrath of 

the Almighty God. Furthermore, Hebrews 5:9 says 

that Jesus Christ became “the author of eternal 

salvation to all who obey Him.” 

 These passages are just a sample of how the 

gospel commands you to be obedient to its message. 

Yes, it does matter what you believe and practice in 

the name of religion – and even in the name of 

“Christianity.” You must contend earnestly for the 

faith of the gospel (Philippians 1:27; Jude 1:3). This 

involves holding fast to the pattern of sound words 

contained throughout the entire New Testament (2 

Timothy 1:13). For, as 2 John 1:9-11 says, if you do 

not abide in the doctrine of Christ (all of the teaching 

of the New Testament), you do not have God!  

The gospel’s plan of salvation 

 Having established that the gospel requires 

you to give your life entirely to God and be obedient 

to His teachings throughout the New Testament, you 

need to consider what God requires you to do in order 

to be saved. Although mankind answers the question, 

“What must I do to be saved?” in many different 

ways, let’s consider what God says (as He will be the 

one you will be judged by on the Last Day)! What 

does the gospel require of you in order to be saved?  

 (1) Hear His word. “So then faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 

10:17). Hearing God’s message and instructions, 

necessarily, comes before an individual can believe 

and obey them (Acts 18:8)! You need to hear the 

basic truths that we have been establishing about 

what God has done for you so that you can be saved 

from your sins and about your responsibilities for 

salvation. 

(2) Believe. Faith/belief in God and Christ is 

essential for salvation. “But without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 

must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). The 

Bible consistently points to the essential nature of 

faith (John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10; etc.). For 

instance, Jesus said, “Therefore I said to you that you 

will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I 

am He, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). 

However, the Bible also teaches that faith without 

works of obedience will not save us (James 2:14-26)! 

(3) Repent of your sins. Jesus said, “unless 

you repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). 

God now “commands all men everywhere to repent” 

(Acts 17:30). Repentance involves a change in 

mindset regarding past sin (to view past sin with 

abhorrence and to determine to live differently in the 

future). Repentance is often commanded in the 

Scriptures (i.e. Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19). You simply 

cannot die with Christ unless you put the old man of 

sin to death through repentance and turning to Jesus 

Christ for a new way of living (see Romans 6:3-4). 

(4) Confess Christ. Romans 10:9-10 says, 

“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 

and believe in your heart that God has raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 

one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation.” The confession 

that is commanded in this passage is not a confession 

of your sins; but, the confession of the Lord Jesus 

with your mouth. A good example of this confession 

is found in Acts 8:37 when the man of Ethiopia (just 

prior to being baptized) said, “I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God.” 

(5) Be immersed in water (baptized). Jesus 

said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; 

but, he who does not believe will be condemned” 

(Mark 16:16). Baptism is necessary for the 

forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16). Paul 

wrote that you are “baptized into Christ” (Galatians 

3:27). That is, baptism brings you into union with 

Jesus Christ. Peter wrote that baptism “now saves us” 

– just as water saved Noah and his family (1 Peter 

3:20-21). Clearly, the Bible teaches that baptism is 

necessary for salvation. Baptism is the point at which 

an individual becomes a Christian and is forgiven of 

his/her sins. It is at this point that the sinner is 

washed, justified, and sanctified through the blood of 

Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Acts 18:8; Acts 

22:16)! It is also important to understand that the 

Bible teaches the action involved in being baptized is 
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immersion in water (not sprinkling or pouring – and 

not Holy Spirit baptism). In fact, baptism is described 

as being a “burial” in Romans 6:3-4 and Colossians 

2:12. Therefore, that old man of sin we put to death 

is buried with Christ in baptism and we are raised to 

walk in newness of life! 

(6) Remain faithful. When you hear God’s 

word, believe, repent of your sins, confess Christ, 

and are immersed in water for the forgiveness of your 

sins, you become a Christian – and are added to 

Christ’s church (Acts 2:41, 47)! However, this does 

not mean that you are “once saved, always saved”! 

Instead, the Bible teaches that you must be faithful to 

the Lord unto death in order to receive the crown of 

life (the eternal reward in Heaven, Revelation 2:10). 

This will involve doing all of the things God has 

commanded you to do as a Christian (i.e. teach the 

gospel to others, do good to all as you have 

opportunity, be transformed in your character, live a 

holy life, etc.). You must faithfully obey God 

throughout your earthly life, because it is possible for 

you to sin so as to be lost (see Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 

10:26-39). 

This plan has often been perverted!  

 The gospel’s plan of salvation (as we’ve just 

discussed) is not difficult – and can be obeyed by 

anyone who is willing! However, most (so-called) 

“Christian” churches, pastors, preachers, etc. have 

perverted this plan of salvation. Instead of teaching 

this God-given plan of salvation, most churches 

teach a (so-called) “plan of salvation” that involves 

“faith only,” the “Sinner’s Prayer,” “infant baptism,” 

etc.  

 A large percentage of so-called “Christian” 

churches today have perverted God’s plan of 

salvation on the subject of baptism. For instance, 

these churches commonly teach that you are saved 

first, and baptized later. That is, the point at which 

you are a Christian, are forgiven of your sins, and are 

saved is said to be before your baptism. However, the 

Bible teaches the exact opposite. The Bible teaches 

that you must be baptized in order to be saved (Mark 

16:16; 1 Peter 3:20-21). The Bible teaches that you 

must be baptized in order to be forgiven of your sins 

(Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16). The Bible teaches that you 

must be baptized in order to be in Christ and access 

all of the spiritual blessings available through Him 

(Galatians 3:26-27). Therefore, those who have been 

baptized, thinking they are already saved, forgiven, 

or in Christ were not baptized for the right reasons – 

according to God’s true purpose of baptism. 

 Others have perverted God’s plan of 

salvation by saying that baptism can be 

accomplished by immersion, sprinkling, or pouring. 

Many have said that the method of baptism makes no 

difference to God. Yet, the Bible (as I have already 

demonstrated) teaches that God only approves of 

immersion for baptism. In fact, the original Greek 

word “baptism” means “immersion.” So, every time 

God commands baptism, He commands immersion. 

Then, the pictures in the Bible for baptism are 

pictures of immersion (see Matthew 3:16; Acts 8:38-

39). In baptism, you are imitating the death, burial, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3-4). 

 Then, there are many who teach that once you 

are saved, you are always saved and can never be lost 

again. However, the Bible clearly teaches the 

possibility of falling from the grace of God after 

accessing it. For instance, Galatians 5:4 says, “You 

have become estranged from Christ, you who 

attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from 

grace.” Many other passages of Scripture also 

demonstrate the continued responsibility that 

Christians have to live faithfully to Jesus Christ after 

accessing God’s grace. 

 While there are many false teachings in this 

world about what God requires you to do in order to 

be saved, you must simply determine that you will 

believe and obey the teachings of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Remember, there is no other message that will 

save us! Even the religious teachings of man will fail 

to save us if they differ in any way from the true 

message of the gospel. And, God has warned us that 

there are many who preach false gospels (see 

Galatians 1:6-12; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 2 John 1:9-11)! 
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Living With The Reality Of 

Salvation 

 Because God loves you, He sent His only 

begotten Son to die on the cross to provide the 

sacrifice necessary to forgive sin (John 3:16). Now, 

He gives you the opportunity to be forgiven. So, 

please consider how you should respond to the reality 

of salvation. 

Obey God’s plan of salvation 

 As we have seen, God’s plan of salvation 

involves two parts. First, there was God’s part. In 

this, God did for mankind what man was unable to 

do for himself. Mankind could never provide the 

sacrifice necessary to bring about salvation. Instead, 

God has accomplished this through Jesus Christ. 

Second, there is man’s part. God has not saved 

everyone against their will. He has made salvation 

available – and left it up to each individual to choose 

whether to believe and obey Him or not. Hebrews 5:9 

says that Jesus “became the author of eternal 

salvation to all who obey Him.” So, if you want to be 

saved, you must believe and obey the message of the 

gospel! 

Let the love of Christ control you 

 God has loved you so much that He gave His 

only begotten Son to die for you. He watched Him 

leave Heaven to go on a mission that God knew 

would result in His Son being severely mistreated, 

experiencing tremendous pain, and being put to 

death on the cross. Jesus Christ willingly left Heaven 

to come to earth and experience all of this so that you 

can be saved from the sins you have committed. 

Therefore, you should rejoice and be ever grateful for 

what God and Christ have done for you. 2 

Corinthians 9:15 says, “Thanks be to God for His 

indescribable gift!” Then, as you consider the 

sacrifice that was made for you because of the love 

of God, the love of Christ ought to compel (control) 

you. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 says, “For the love of 

Christ compels us, because we judge thus:  that if 

One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, 

that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose 

again.” Your life must no longer be about yourself 

and your desires. Instead, if you are truly thankful for 

the love of Christ, you will give your entire life over 

to His control and be obedient to Him in all things! 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is a way to be saved! 

Although you do not deserve to be saved, God’s love, 

grace, and mercy provides you with this opportunity 

to be saved from the consequences of your sins and 

have everlasting life in Heaven. But, will you believe 

and obey the full message of the gospel in order to be 

saved? 

Study Questions  

Why do you need to be saved? 

 

 

1. The Gospel Centers Around Jesus Christ 

Describe Jesus’ life. 

 

 

Describe Jesus’ death. 

 

 

Describe Jesus’ burial. 

 

 

Describe Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

 

2. What The Gospel Offers 
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How does the gospel offer an opportunity to be 

forgiven? 

 

 

How does the gospel offer an opportunity to be in 

Christ? 

 

 

How does the gospel offer an opportunity to live 

eternally? 

 

 

3. What The Gospel Requires 

What does it mean to die with Christ? 

 

 

What is the gospel’s plan of salvation? 

 

 

How has the gospel’s plan of salvation been 

perverted? 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of Salvation 

Why should you obey God’s plan of salvation? 

 

 

Why should you let the love of Christ control you? 
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Is There Really 

Only One 

Church? 

 Is there really only one church that belongs to 

God? This is a question that must be answered by 

those who are seeking to be part of the church that 

does belong to God. If there are many different 

churches, then an individual could join the church of 

his/her own choice – according to whatever he/she 

desires in a church. But, if there is only one true 

church that belongs to God, then those who desire to 

be saved must do everything he/she can do to be part 

of that church. 

 Today, there is a great deal of confusion that 

exists concerning the church. This confusion exists 

because there are tens of thousands of different 

religious organizations that all profess to be (or at 

least be part of) the church that belongs to God. 

There are Catholic Churches, Greek Othodox 

Churches, Presbyterian Churches, Baptist Churches, 

Methodist Churches, Lutheran Churches, Nazarene 

Churches, Pentecostal Churches, Seventh-Day 

Adventist Churches, Christian Churches, non-

denominational churches, and many, many, many 

others.  

 Now, you should spend a moment 

considering the fact that every one of these churches 

differ from the others in some point of doctrinal 

belief or practice. So, they simply do not all teach, 

believe, and practice the same things. They are, 

therefore, not in true unity with one another. If they 

were, then there would be no need for the different 

churches to exist! 

 As people look to join a church today, it has 

become very difficult (in many cases) to sort through 

all of these differences and find the “right” one. 

Because there is not just one church that exists in the 

world today, mankind has devised his own ways of 

choosing a church to join. Some of the popular 

methods for choosing a church to join are:  Joining a 

church that your family or friends attend, joining a 

church that has a dynamic and/or entertaining 

preacher, joining a church that doesn’t expect or 

require too much of its members, joining a church 

that is not too strict, joining a church that is close to 

your house, joining a church that offers a lot of social 

and entertaining programs for its members (i.e. 

especially for the young people), joining a church 

because it worships the way that you want to 

worship, etc. 

 However, there is a problem with all of these 

common methods for joining a church. They are all 

focused on YOU. However, your focus in joining a 

church should not be based on what you want or what 

is most enjoyable or convenient for you. Instead, you 

should be most interested in joining the church of 

God’s choice. 

 But, has God actually made a choice of a 

single church that you must join yourself to in order 

to please Him? Or, are there actually many different 

churches that please Him? In fact, do most churches 

today please Him?  

 Perhaps, as you have considered the reality of 

the religious division present in the world today, you 

have had some of the same questions I have had. 

Questions like, “Why are there so many different 

churches today?” “Can everyone be right?” “Is it 

possible to be religious and still be wrong?” “How 

can I know who is right?” And, “Is it possible to just 

practice New Testament Christianity today and only 

be part of the New Testament church?” 

 I believe that there are many people asking 

these kinds of questions whenever they consider two 

things. First, they consider the religious division and 

confusion that exists in the world today. They can see 

that those who profess “Christianity” do not agree 

with each other on many points of doctrine. They see 

that there is a great number of churches in this world 

today and that they are all different from each other. 
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Second, they consider that there is only one Bible 

that reveals one set of teachings from God. Surely, 

God (since He is perfect and His word is perfect) 

cannot reveal these conflicting doctrinal beliefs.  

 In fact, God has said that there is only “one 

faith” (Ephesians 4:5). No, this does not mean that 

everyone is acceptable to God and part of His church 

as long as everyone believes in Jesus Christ as the 

Son of God. Instead, the word “faith” is sometimes 

used in the Bible to identify a system of religious 

belief, teaching, and practice. For instance, Acts 6:7 

says that “a great many of the priests were obedient 

to the faith.” Philippians 1:27 instructs Christians to 

“stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 

together for the faith of the gospel.” And, Jude 1:3 

says that Jude found it necessary to write to 

Christians to exhort them to “contend earnestly for 

the faith which was once for all delivered to the 

saints.” 

 So, whenever God said that there is only “one 

faith,” He was saying that there is only one system of 

acceptable religious belief, teaching, and practice – 

not tens of thousands of acceptable faiths. Yet, there 

are many different systems of religious belief, 

teaching, and practice today – even within what is 

called “Christianity.” There is Catholic faith, Baptist 

faith, Methodist faith, etc., etc., etc. However, God 

says that there is only one faith that is revealed in the 

pages of the gospel. 

 In this lesson, we want to consider some of 

what God has revealed in the pages of His word 

about the church. We will consider the church of 

God’s choice that is identified in the Bible. We will 

consider how it is that we can identify the church of 

God’s choice today. Then, we will consider the 

reality of many “counterfeit” churches. And, we will 

consider what all of this means for how we should be 

living life on this earth. 

The Church Of God’s Choice 

 God has made a choice concerning a church! 

As you read the Bible, this choice should become 

very clear to you. It is not left up to our own 

discretion to pick out a church that we think will be 

pleasing to God. Instead, God has already made this 

choice – and we must simply learn about His choice 

and follow it. 

God only promised to establish one church 

 In both the Old and New Testaments, you can 

observe the fact that God only intended to establish 

one church. As we study this point, we should note 

that the terms “church” and “kingdom” are often 

used interchangeably in the Scriptures. This can be 

seen in Matthew 16:18-19, when Jesus promised to 

build His “church” (verse 18) and give Peter the 

“keys of the kingdom of heaven” (verse 19). He did 

not switch subjects between these two verses. 

Instead, the terms refer to the same thing. Now, we 

want to consider some prophecies made about this 

kingdom/church to specifically notice the number of 

kingdoms/churches God promised to establish.  

 First, Daniel 2:44 says, “And in the days of 

these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 

which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom 

shall not be left to other people; it shall break in 

pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 

stand forever.” This prophecy especially concerns 

the timing of when God would establish His 

kingdom. In the context, Daniel demonstrates how 

that God would establish His kingdom during the 

reign of a fourth kingdom. This relates to the reign of 

the Roman Empire – and perfectly fits with the 

timing of Christ’s church being established in Acts 2. 

Then, I want you to consider how many kingdoms 

God promised to establish at this time. Notice that 

God said in these days He would set up “a kingdom.” 

There is no mention of any more than just one 

kingdom! 

 Second, Matthew 16:18-19 says, “And I also 

say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 

prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.” Contrary to popular 

belief, the “rock” upon which Jesus would build His 

church was not Peter. Instead, it was the confession 

Peter had just made that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of the living God (in verse 16). Now, how many 
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churches/kingdoms did Jesus promise to build upon 

that single truth? He said that He would build his 

“church” and give Peter the keys of “the kingdom of 

heaven.” Jesus simply never promised to build any 

more than one church! 

 Third, Matthew 16:28 says, “Assuredly, I say 

to you, there are some standing here who shall not 

taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His 

kingdom.” This passage helps us, once again, to learn 

something about the timing of Jesus’ 

kingdom/church. It would be established within the 

lifetimes of some who were listening to Jesus speak. 

So, we are not still waiting for Jesus to set up His 

kingdom/church – unless there are 2,000 year old 

people walking on this earth who are still waiting for 

Jesus to do what He promised to do. Then, we also 

learn more about the number of kingdoms/churches 

Jesus promised to establish. Once again, we see that 

Jesus only foretold one “kingdom”! 

Christ only established one church 

 Now that we have seen that God only 

promised to establish one church/kingdom, let’s 

consider how many churches He actually 

established. Did God continue to have only one 

church/kingdom in His plan, or did His plan change 

to include multiple churches whenever it came time 

to establish one? As you consider this question, 

recognize that God has said, “For I am the Lord, I do 

not change” (Malachi 3:6). God’s plan was perfect 

and needed no revision. 

 First, consider Acts 2. This chapter marks the 

beginning of the church. All of the prophecies that 

were made about God’s church and kingdom coming 

into existence are fulfilled in this chapter. On the first 

Pentecost after Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, the 

Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ apostles and they 

began to speak as the Holy Spirit directed them. 

Peter’s sermon is especially identified in this chapter. 

In it, He spoke of Jesus Christ, demonstrating that He 

is truly the Son of God and that the Jews had been 

responsible for crucifying Him. Then, whenever they 

heard that teaching, some of them were “cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’” (verse 37). 

“Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one 

of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit” (verse 38).  

 As Peter continued to teach and warn them of 

their need to be saved, verse 41 says, “Then those 

who gladly received his word were baptized; and that 

day about three thousand souls were added to them.” 

Verse 47 says, “praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to the church 

daily those who were being saved.” Those who 

obeyed God’s instructions concerning salvation were 

the ones He added to His church. Then, you should 

notice two things. Notice that Acts 2 marks a 

significant transition point. Prior to Acts 2, the 

church/kingdom is referred to in the future tense (i.e. 

that it is still to be established). But, after Acts 2, the 

church/kingdom is referred to in the present tense 

(i.e. that it is in existence). Clearly, Acts 2 marks the 

time at which God’s church/kingdom came into 

existence! And, notice the number of 

churches/kingdoms that were established in Acts 2. 

Verse 47 said that those being saved were added to 

“the church.” No more than one church was 

established in Acts 2. 

 Second, consider Colossians 1:13. Paul 

wrote, “He has delivered us from the power of 

darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the 

Son of His love.” You should notice that not only 

was the church already in existence, but so was the 

kingdom of God’s Son! This, as we have seen, is 

because they are one in the same. And, you should 

notice that there is only one kingdom that belongs to 

Jesus Christ. Notice that Paul said God had conveyed 

those who had become Christians out of darkness and 

into “the kingdom” that belongs to His Son. 

 Third, consider Ephesians 4:4. Paul said, 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called in one hope of your calling.” Focus on the 

phrase “one body” for a few moments. Ephesians 

1:22-23 helps us to understand what Paul means 

whenever he says there is only “one body.” “And He 

put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 

over all things to the church, which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all in all.” The church is the 

body of Christ. Therefore, the terms “church” and 

“body” can be used interchangeably. So, whenever 

Paul says that there is “one body,” He is saying that 

there is one church! 
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 Throughout the pages of the New Testament, 

there was only one church that existed by God’s 

approval. Although there were local churches that 

existed in many different places (i.e. in Ephesus, 

Colossae, Philippi, Corinth, Laodicea, Thessalonica, 

etc.), they were all expected to be part of the one 

church Jesus Christ established! You see, there is 

only one church in the “universal” sense. But, there 

were many local churches.  

 Still, these local churches were not permitted 

to be divided. They were not permitted to teach, 

believe, and practice different doctrines as part of 

their Christianity. Instead, they were expected to be 

united. For instance, Jesus prayed for unity among 

those who would profess to follow Him. He prayed 

that “they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 

and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that 

the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 

17:21). In fact, He prayed that “they may be made 

perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 

have sent Me, and have loved them as You have 

loved Me” (John 17:23). As another example, Paul 

commanded, “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 

same thing, and that there be no divisions among 

you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 

1:10). 

 Not only was it possible for all people to 

believe, teach, and practice the exact same things, but 

it was expected and commanded of them! Certainly, 

this could not have been the case if God had created 

more than one church with more than one set of 

teachings that governed them. But, it would be 

possible if God only established one church – and 

only gave one set of laws and instructions! This is 

exactly what we see throughout the pages of the New 

Testament. There was no more than one church that 

was established by God. And, anytime people were 

not practicing, believing, or teaching what God had 

revealed, they were not approved by God. 

Only one church exists today 

 Consider this. If God only promised to 

establish one church (which He did) and if God only 

established one church in the New Testament (which 

He did), when did He establish any others? When did 

God determine that He had made a mistake and 

should go back and start correcting that mistake by 

adding more churches with more doctrinal beliefs, 

teachings, and practices besides what is revealed in 

the New Testament? The simple fact is that He did 

not! 

 Yet, there are a great number of churches in 

existence today. They simply cannot all be part of the 

one church Jesus Christ established (that you can 

read about in the pages of the Bible) because they 

have originated after the church Jesus established 

and they teach doctrines and engage in practices that 

are entirely foreign to the doctrines and practices of 

the church in the New Testament! 

Identifying God’s Church 

 Having seen that God has only established 

one church, we should now begin to gain a greater 

understanding of that one church. I believe that a lot 

of the confusion that exists in the world today about 

the church can be traced back to a misunderstanding 

of what the church that Jesus established really is. 

What is the church? 

 Many people have adopted a modern-day 

view of the church rather than considering what God 

talks about when He identifies the church. Here are a 

few of the common misconceptions that people have 

of the church today. (1) Some view the church as an 

earthly organization. (2) Some view the church as a 

social club that is responsible for providing 

entertainment, recreation, and social activities for its 

members. (3) Some view the church as a political 

machine that should be used to influence cultural 

issues and bring about changes in government and 

society for the betterment of humanity’s existence on 

this earth. (4) Some view the church as a building 

where religious people meet together. (5) Some view 

the church as being the giver of the law and the savior 

of its members. And, (6) some view the church as 

being a collection of denominations/churches of 

people who profess to follow Jesus Christ. 

 Regarding this last common 

misunderstanding of the church, it is commonly 
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believed that all (or nearly all) denominations and 

religious organizations that believe in Jesus Christ 

are part of the church of Christ. Many people simply 

view all of these different religious organizations as 

being branches of the church of Christ. So, they 

picture the church of Christ as being a big umbrella 

– with Baptist churches, Methodist churches, 

Pentecostal churches, Presbyterian churches, 

Nazarene churches, Christian churches, etc. under it. 

Together, they are said to make up the church of 

Christ.  

 However, this is not the Biblical view of the 

church of God’s choice. God simply did not need or 

create any of these other churches. And, He has never 

authorized their existence. Throughout the New 

Testament Scriptures, God was able to accomplish 

all of His purposes in His church – without any of 

these man-made churches! In fact, these churches did 

not come into existence until hundreds of years (and 

many times more than 1,500 years) after the church 

that Jesus established. In fact, there are still new 

churches being formed today! So, if God did not need 

any of these man-made churches in New Testament 

times, why should we believe that He needs them 

now? 

 The fact is that He does not need them today. 

Instead, we just need to develop the right mindset 

toward what the church actually is (according to the 

Scriptures, which reveal the mind of God to 

mankind, see 1 Corinthians 2:6-16). The Greek word 

that is translated “church” in the pages of the New 

Testament is the word “ekklesia.” This word can also 

be translated “congregation” and “assembly” – all 

referencing a group of people. 

 For instance, the word is used generally in the 

Bible with reference to a gathering of people. This 

can been in reference to a riot that had been formed 

in the city of Ephesus in Acts 19. Three times in Acts 

19 (verses 32, 39, 41), the Bible refers to this 

“assembly” by using the Greek word “ekklesia.” So, 

this word has a general sense that refers to any 

assembly of people. 

 Then, it is especially used in a religious sense. 

Jesus used the word in this way when He said that He 

would build His church (in Matthew 16:18). The 

word is also used in this way in Acts 8:3, when the 

Scriptures talk about Saul making havoc of the 

church. When this word is used in this way, it denotes 

the congregation/community of those who have been 

obedient to the gospel of Jesus Christ and have given 

their lives to the Lord. Therefore, the word denotes a 

“called out” people. To such disciples of Christ, Peter 

wrote, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 

Peter 2:9). This is a people who have been separated 

from sin and are now living for the Lord! 

God’s church is composed of those who 

have obeyed Him 

 When the word “church” is used in this sense 

(as it is primarily used in the New Testament), who 

is included? The Bible clearly teaches that it is only 

those who are obedient to God’s plan of salvation 

who are added by God to this church. His plan of 

salvation involves:  Hearing His word (Romans 

10:17), believing in Jesus Christ (John 8:24), 

repenting of your sins (Acts 17:30), confessing Jesus 

Christ (Romans 10:9-10), and being immersed in 

water for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 22:16). 

Remember, in Acts 2, Peter commanded those who 

wanted to be saved to “Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit” (verse 38). Then, about 3,000 people 

gladly received his word were baptized (verse 41). 

These are the ones who the Lord “added to the church 

daily” – because they were the ones who were being 

saved (verse 47)! 

 Today, God’s church continues to be 

composed of those who have been obedient to this 

same plan of salvation. In order to be part of this 

church today, you must do the same things that God 

commanded in order to be part of His church in the 

New Testament times. There is no other plan of 

salvation that is sufficient in joining God’s church!  

 Then, God expects those who have joined the 

one church that Jesus Christ established to remain 

faithful to Him. Revelation 2:10 records Jesus’ 

instruction to some Christians in the city of Smyrna. 

He said, “Do not fear any of those things which you 

are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw 
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some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 

you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until 

death, and I will give you the crown of life.” This is 

important because you can fall from God’s grace and 

lose your salvation after being saved and joining 

Christ’s church! Paul stated this in Galatians 5:4, 

when he wrote to some who had joined Christ’s 

church in the past and said that they had “become 

estranged from Christ” and “fallen from grace.” 

God’s church follows the New Testament 

pattern 

 Since it is possible to fall from the grace of 

God after joining yourself to Christ’s one true church 

by obeying God’s plan of salvation, you must 

recognize the absolute need to follow the pattern that 

is revealed in the pages of God’s word. The apostle 

Paul wrote, “Hold fast the pattern of sound words 

which you have heard from me, in faith and love 

which are in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13). So, God 

expects His people to be solidly holding to the 

completely pure and spiritually healthy words that 

He has revealed in the pages of the Bible. 

Particularly, the words written in the New Testament 

represent the standard that must be used in 

determining what is right and what is wrong – since 

the Old Testament has been nailed to the cross of 

Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:14). 

 Now, those who desire to please God must do 

everything according to the pattern/blueprint that 

God has revealed in the pages of the New Testament. 

For instance, Colossians 3:17 commands, “And 

whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.” Nothing is excluded from this. If you 

desire to please God, you must have Bible authority 

for everything you do and say. And, this not only 

applies to individual Christians, but also to local 

churches. 

 The pages of the New Testament reveal a 

pattern/blueprint for local churches. This pattern 

includes the name/designation of the church, the 

organizational structure of the church, the work that 

the church does, and the worship that the church is 

involved in. If a church deviates at all from that 

pattern, it fails to be pleasing to God. You must 

determine to follow God’s pattern in every area of 

your life if you desire to please Him! 

There Are Many Counterfeit 

Churches 

 Since God only has one church that belongs 

to Him and there are tens of thousands of different 

churches that exist in the world today, there is a 

problem somewhere. But, what are we to consider 

every other church except that one church that 

belongs to Jesus Christ? Perhaps we should think of 

them as “counterfeit churches.” A “counterfeit” is 

something that is made to look like the original, but 

it does not have the same value. For instance, an 

authentic ten-dollar bill is worth a real ten dollars. 

However, a counterfeit ten-dollar bill is only worth 

the paper it’s printed on. So it is with the church. 

Those who are part of God’s one true church are 

counted among the saved. But, those who are part of 

man-made (counterfeit) churches are being told that 

they are saved, while they are actually walking on a 

path that leads to spiritual destruction. Just listen to 

Jesus in Matthew 15:13-14. He said, “Every plant 

which My heavenly Father has not planted will be 

uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of 

the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will 

fall into a ditch.”  

Many man-made churches exist 

 Today, there are tens of thousands of 

churches that God has not “planted”! God has simply 

never authorized their existence. Nor has He given 

them the different doctrines and practices they hold 

to. But, while the New Testament does not authorize 

the religious division that exists in the world today, 

it does help us to understand why it has come into 

existence. Even from the time when there was only 

one church in existence (during New Testament 

times), an apostasy was being foretold and division 

was attempting to creep into Christ’s church. 

Concerning such a threat, Jude wrote to some 

Christians, instructing them to “contend earnestly for 

the faith which was once for all delivered to the 

saints. For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who 
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long ago were marked out for this condemnation, 

ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into 

lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord 

Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:3-4). 

 The word “apostasy” simply refers to the 

falling away from the one faith. Thus, religious 

division results. God knew that people would not 

remain true to the “one faith” revealed in the gospel 

(Ephesians 4:5; Philippians 1:27). Now, take a 

moment to consider the warnings in Scripture about 

a coming apostasy. (1) Acts 20:28-31 foretells about 

some who would bring error into the Ephesian 

congregation and draw disciples away from the truth 

(note that Paul was speaking to the Ephesian elders). 

(2) 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 says that the Day of the 

Lord would not come before the “falling away” 

comes and the man of sin is revealed. Though the 

“man of sin” in this passage is not specifically 

identified, his description leads many people to 

believe that this is a prophecy about the 

establishment of the Catholic Church or the Pope 

(who claims to have all authority and be infallible). 

(3) 1 Timothy 4:1-3 records a prophecy that some 

would depart from the faith. (4) 2 Timothy 4:1-4 

records Paul’s instructions to Timothy to be diligent 

in preaching the word – and his warning about a time 

that would come when folks would not “endure 

sound doctrine,” departing from the faith. 

Identifying some common problems in 

man-made churches 

 Today, we observe and deal with the results 

of this great falling away from the faith of the gospel. 

There is a departure from the faith of the gospel in 

many different areas. Consider a brief overview of 

three areas in which this departure from the one faith 

can be observed. 

 First, there has been a departure in the plan of 

salvation. Earlier, I overviewed God’s plan of 

salvation as involving:  Hearing God’s word, 

believing in Jesus Christ, repenting of your sins, 

confessing Jesus Christ, being baptized for the 

forgiveness of sins, and remaining faithful until 

death. Only those who obey this plan of salvation 

will be saved and added to Christ’s one true church. 

However, many churches today have changed this 

plan of salvation. For instance, some churches 

baptize infants who cannot sin, believe, repent, 

confess, etc. Some churches teach that faith is the 

only thing required for salvation (even though God 

says it is not, see James 2:14-26). Some churches 

teach people to ask Jesus into their hearts to be saved 

by saying a “Sinner’s Prayer.” And, many churches 

teach that baptism is a good thing to do (and should 

be done), but teach that it is not necessary for 

salvation. Certainly, those who do not obey God’s 

plan of salvation as it is taught in the Bible cannot be 

part of Jesus’ one true church! 

 Second, there has been a departure in the 

doctrines of Christ. There are many teachings in the 

pages of the Bible. However, many churches today 

have twisted those teachings in various ways and 

even formed doctrines of their own. For instance, 

many churches teach the doctrine of inherited sin (or, 

original sin). Many churches teach the doctrine of 

“once saved, always saved.” Some churches teach 

that Jesus is not God. There are many false doctrines 

that are taught today and lead people away from 

God’s truth – just as God said would happen in 2 

Peter 2:1-3! 

 Third, there has been a departure from the 

pattern found in the New Testament. There are 

churches today that depart from the pattern with 

regard to the name/designation of the church (see 

Romans 16:16). There are churches today that depart 

from the pattern with regard to the organizational 

structure of the church by having a Pope, church 

president, convention, one pastor, a “reverend,” etc. 

There are churches today that depart from the pattern 

of work by supporting man-made institutions from 

the church’s collection. There are churches today that 

depart from the pattern of worshiping God by playing 

mechanical instruments of music in their worship 

(see Colossians 3:16). There are many departures 

from the pattern that lead churches away from God 

rather than to Him! 

Many religious people will be lost 

 The fact of the matter is that it is possible to 

be religious and still be wrong. In fact, Satan is 

perfectly okay with some people being religious and 

calling themselves “Christians” – as long as they are 

not part of Christ’s church and follow God’s pattern. 

Actually, even Satan “transforms himself into an 
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angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). He actually 

accomplishes a great deal of his deception through 

these counterfeit churches and religious 

organizations. 2 Corinthians 11:15 says that “it is no 

great thing if his [Satan’s] ministers also transform 

themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose 

end will be according to their works.” 

 Just listen to Jesus in Matthew 7:21-23. “Not 

everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 

My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that 

day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 

name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!’” Yes, Jesus says that there will 

be people who claim to be His followers, who will be 

eternally condemned to Hell – because they had not 

followed the pattern and obeyed God’s word! This 

would certainly include those who are part of these 

counterfeit churches (read 2 Peter 2 for more 

information). 

Living With The Reality Of 

One True Church 

 Because there really is only one true church 

that belongs to God, you need to do all that you can 

to be part of it. You must recognize the spiritual 

dangers that are posed to your soul by those churches 

that are not God’s church. So, please consider how 

you should respond to the reality of one true church. 

Study God’s pattern 

 I have not been able to go in much detail 

about the pattern God has revealed in the New 

Testament for His church. Instead, I have chosen to 

emphasize the fact that such a pattern really does 

exist. Now, if you want to live your life in obedience 

to that pattern, you must determine to do your own 

study about the church. Determine to learn the 

pattern so well that you can recognize any time the 

pattern is perverted. Remember, God has warned us 

that there would be those who would teach false 

doctrines in the name of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 

7:15-20, Galatians 1:6-12, and 2 Peter 2:1-3). 

Therefore, you should be like the noble people in 

Berea, who searched the Scriptures daily in order to 

see whether the things they were being taught were 

actually true (see Acts 17:11). 

Get out of religious error 

 If your search of the Scriptures leads you to 

the conclusion that you are currently involved in a 

counterfeit church, you must make the determination 

to get away from it. That church is not helpful to your 

soul (if you desire to spend eternity in Heaven)! Paul 

instructed, “And have no fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose 

them” (Ephesians 5:11). Then, the apostle John 

wrote, “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 

the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who 

abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father 

and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your 

house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in 

his evil deeds” (2 John 1:9-11). 

Join God’s one true church 

 Getting out of religious error is not enough 

(though it is a good start). You must also do 

everything in your ability to join God’s one true 

church. You do that by being obedient to the plan of 

salvation that you can read about in the pages of 

God’s word. When you do, God will add you to His 

one true church and you will be counted among the 

saved (Acts 2:47). Then, you are highly encouraged 

by the Scriptures to join yourself to a local church of 

Christ that teaches and practices exactly what you 

can read in the pages of the New Testament. If you 

cannot find any in your community that does this, 

then you should endeavor to start one (even if it must 

meet in your own home). 

Conclusion 

 Yes, there really is only one church! This is 

the church of Christ – because He is the one who 

bought this church with His own blood (see Acts 
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20:28). Only this church will be saved. All those who 

are outside of Christ’s church will be lost eternally in 

Hell. But, will you choose to get out of religious error 

and only be part of the church Christ has established? 

Study Question  

What kind of religious division exists in the world 

today (even among “Christianity”)? 

 

 

1. The Church Of God’s Choice 

How many churches did God promise to establish? 

 

 

How many churches did Christ establish? 

 

 

How many churches exist today with God’s 

approval? 

 

 

2. Identifying God’s Church 

What are some false ideas about the church? What is 

the church? 

 

 

Who composes God’s church? 

 

 

Is there a pattern for God’s church? Where do you 

find the pattern? 

 

 

3. There Are Many Counterfeit Churches 

 

What did God say would happen to the one faith? 

 

 

What are some common problems in man-made 

churches? 

 

 

Will religious people (even those who profess to be 

“Christians”) be lost? 

 

 

4. Living With The Reality Of One True Church 

Why should you study God’s pattern? 

 

 

Why should you get out of religious error? 

 

 

Why should you join God’s one true church? 

 

 


